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Our  lives,  discolour'd  with  our  present  woes. 
May  still  grow  white  and  smile  with  happier  hours. 
So  the  pure  limpid  stream,  when  foul  with  stains 
Of  rushing  torrents  and  descending  rains. 
Works  itself  clear,  and  as  it  runs,  refines. 
Till  by  degrees  the  floating  mirror  shines  j 
Reflects  each  flow'r  that  on  the  border  grows. 
And  a  new  heav'n  in  its  fair  bosom  shows. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Composed  of  more  syllables  than  words. 

My  reader  must  be  very  insensible  if  I 
do  not  now  appear  in  an  interesting 
situation:  I  am  going  to  hazard  all  I 
am  worth'— life  and  health — in  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  a  world,  to  which  it  is 
pretty  evident  I  am  not  under  any  very 
weighty  obligations,  and  in  which  I  can 
scarcely  fmd  food  or  raiment;  and  am 
preparing  for  the  execution  of  this  sage 
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and  salutary  and  decorous  project  with 
infinite  gravity ,  affecting  calraness, 
while  a  prey  to  apprehension;  and  con- 
tempt of  death,  though  unable  to  think 
of  any  thing  else  I 

I  must  honestly  confess,  that  during 
the  night  I  slept  but  little,  and  that  be- 
fore the  dawn  of  day  I  had  argued  my- 
self out  of  my  anger,  and  into  a  perfect 
conviction  of  the  absurd  modes  of  think- 
ing by  which  I  was  influenced.  But 
the  first  beams  of  light  brought  Dyer 
to  my  bed  side  ;  and  his  appearance  im- 
posed on  me  an  imperious  necessity  of 
hiding  my  real  sentiments,  and  assuming 
what  men  term  courage. 

There  are  many  who  will  pretend 
to  believe  this  acknowledgment  a  de- 
grading proof  of  my  sincerity:  a  few 
will  be  so  irrational  as  actually  to  be- 


lieve  that  it  is ;  but  some  there  are,  who 
doing  neither,  will  admit  that  my  de- 
portment was  conformable  to  the  nature 
of  a  human  being;  and  that  this  con* 
fession  of  my  sensations  only  shows  that 
I  am — not  a  monster — but  a  man. 

That  I  experienced  these  alarms 
will  not  prove  me  a  coward;  that  I  dis- 
guised them,  will  not  constitute  me 
brave.  I  answered  Dyer's  summons  to 
rise  with  alacrity;  we  hurried  to  the 
field;  and  in  a  remote  part  of  it,  as 
agreed  upon,  found  Markham  and  his 
assistant. 

Orlop  saluted  us  both  graciously; 
and  having  conferred  for  a  minute  with 
Dyer,  placed  my  adversary,  who  did  not 
blushf  on  his  ground,  and  gave  him  a 
pistol ;  then  measuring  twelve  paces,  de« 
sired  me,  if  I  pleased,  to  advance,  and 
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take  my  post:  I  did  so;  and  receiving 
a  pistol  from  poor  Dyer,  who  I  think, 
with  all  his  philosophy,  trembled  as  he 
gave  it,  I  presented  at  Markham,  he 
doing  the  like  at  me :  our  friends  retired 
to  some  distance,  and  one  of  them  call- 
ing '^  fire,"  we  discharged  our  weapons 
at  the  same  instant,  and  without  any  ef- 
fect. The  moment  the  smoke  was  blown 
off.  Orlop  stepped  briskly  up,  and  said, 
addressing  himself  to  both  of  us,  '^  Gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Dyer  and  I  are  of  opinion, 
that  this  affair  has  proceeded  as  far  as  it 
should  go :  Mr.  Ardent,  have  you  any 
objection  to  desist?"  I  told  him  I  had 
none  whatever ;  he  put  the  same  ques- 
tion to  Markham,  and  received  a  similar 
answer;  upon  which  we  exchanged 
compliments  and  separated;  Dyer  and 
I  returning  by  the  way  we  came. 
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So  much  for  a  duel ;  in  which  there 
was  nothing  more  remarkable  than  my 
escaping  without  being  shot  through 
the  head.  That  I  did  not  merit  such 
good-fortune,  was  probably  my  protec- 
tion !  At  least  this  solution  is  agreeable 
to  the  general  complexion  of  almost 
all  the  accidents  of  my  party-coloured 
life. 

About  noon,  while  alone  in  my  mi- 
serable room,  brooding  over  the  ills  and 
disappointments  I  had  experienced,  and 
endeavouring  to  strengthen  xnY  mind 
for  those  which  I  foresaw  were  fast  ap- 
proaching, I  was  astonished  to  behold 
the  lieutenant  enter.  He  made  excuses 
for  the  intrusion,  and  of  his  own  accord- 
sat  down;  but  even  this  trivial  act  he 
performed  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the 
simplicity  of  his  character,  and  so  as  to 
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put  my  embarrassment  to  flight.  He 
then  addressed  me  as  follows:  "  I  do 
not  mean  to  offend,  and  you  must  for- 
give the  liberty  I  have  taken  of  tracing 
you  to  your  apartment,  and  calling  on 
you  without  ceremony.  My  trade  is 
in  human  blood,  and  I  am,  I  allow,  an 
Irishman ;  but  I  wish  to  do  away  an 
impression  you  have  doubtless  received 
of  my  being  necessarily  both  a  cut- 
throat and  a  blunderer.  Last  night  and 
this  morning  I  acted  the  part  which 
chance  assigned  me ;  and  you  must  con- 
fess I  did  it  pretty  well;  but  the  jest 
should  not  be  carried  too  far:  I  am 
now  a  gentleman.  I  also  consider  my- 
self as  one  in  a  still  more  elevated  rank 
•'—■an  honest  man;  and  as  such,  I  pay 
you  a  compliment  in  offering  you  my 
friendship.    I  should  do  this  with  greater 
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confidence,  did  I  possess  the  power  of 
serving  you 5  and  perhaps  that  in  some 
degree  may  be  the  case ;  will  you  grant 
me  your  confidence  ?" 

There  was  in  this  a  novelty,  a  bold- 
ness, a  grace,  not  to  be  resisted ;  and  it 
was  less  surprising  than  agreeable  to 
me ;  for  I  more  than  half  suspected  him 
of  having  put  on  a  fictitious  demeanour : 
but  I  could  not  comprehend  how  a  man 
of  his  superior  cast  came  to  be  the  friend 
of  such  a  creature  as  Markham.  I 
therefore  in  the  first  instance  freely  told 
him  as  much  of  myself  as  was  necessary^ 
and  then  asked  him  how  long  he  had 
known  my  late  antagonist.  He  said ; 
"  Not  very  long,  but  a  sufficient  time  to 
convince  me  that  he  is  unworthy  of  my 
esteem:  I  could  not  however  refuse  to 
take  the  share  I  had  in  this  morning*s 
b4 
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business;  because  your  violence,  justi- 
fied as  it  partly  was,  made  reconcilia- 
tion impossible:  and  1  knew  myself 
well  enough  to  be  sure  that  under  my 
management  no  mischief  would  accrue 
that  could  be  avoided :  for  you  must 
have  observed  that  what  are  usually 
termed  serious  quarrels,  might  be  easily 
converted  by  the  friends  of  the  parties 
into  trifles;  and  where  that  cannot  be 
done,  and  jel  meeting  must  follow,  a 
timely  interference  at  the  place  of  de- 
cision would  frequently,  if  not  always, 
prevent  a  fatal  termination ;  and  serve 
to  soften  the  barbarous  laws  of  what  is 
absurdly  and  falsely  called  honour." 
Then,  having  kindly  insinuated  how 
much  he  lamented  to  see,  what  he  was 
pleased  to  compliment  as  talents  of  a 
better  order,  neglected,  he  informed  me 


that,  though  he  was  himself  uiiemptoy-- 
ed,  he  had  a  friend  to  whom  an  intro- 
duction   might   be    advantageous,   and 
v/ho  was  going  out  immediately  on  board 
a  seventy-four-gun  ship,  which  he  com^ 
manded,  to  convoy  a  fleet  of  merchant- 
men to  the  West  Indies,  and  perhaps  to 
remain  for  some  months  on^ that  station; 
and  that  although  in  a  king*s  ship  no 
particular  situation  could  be  allotted  to 
me,  yet  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
Captain  Sowerby,  the  name  of  the  com- 
mander, wouldj.  when  at  Jamaica,  re- 
quire the  assistance  of  a  person  of  po- 
lite education;  having  a  commission  of 
some  importance  to  execute  for  govern- 
ment on   his  arrival:    but   that    at    all 
events,   circumstanced    as    I   was,    he 
thought  the  adventure  worth  my  while. 
To  this  he  subjoined  a  few  comments  on 
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the  temper  and  habits  of  Captain  Sower- 
hy,  which  somewhat  alarmed,  but  could 
not  by  any  means  deter  me  from  ac- 
cepting readily  and  thankfully  his  friend- 
ly proposal. 

It  seemed  that  Sowerby  had  the  re- 
putation of  being  an  excellent  officer 
and  a  very  honest  man;  but  that  he 
was  strangely  inclined  to  hold  argu- 
ments on  subjects  unconnected  with  his 
profession ;  and  notwithstanding  his  be- 
ing often  in  the  wrong,  was  as  impatient 
of  contradiction  as  if  he  had  been  in 
the  right :  that  when  he  could  no  longer 
reason  he  was  used  to  shout  j  and  fail- 
ing to  overturn  the  positions  of  his  op- 
ponent, was  a  little  apt  to  overturn  the 
chairs  and  tables.  I  laughed  at  this  de- 
scription; and  reckoned  on  finding 
sovae  amusement  in  the  imperfections 
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of  the  captain,  should  success  attend  the 
application  of  Mr.  Orlop;  who,  pro- 
mising to  let  me  hear  from  him  in  a  day 
or  two,  left  me  for  the  present  to  my 
meditations. 

These,  as  may  be  easily  imagined, 
turned  on  the  occurrences  of  the  morn- 
ing, which,  with  respect  to  causes  and 
consequences,  were  of  a  character  that 
1  now  began  to  think  appropriated  to 
every  action  of  mine ;  — a  most  heinous 
violation  of  all  laws  divine  and  human, 
nothing  less  than  an  attempt  to  per- 
petrate a  murder,  having  procured  me 
a  zealous  and  serviceable  friend  in  the 
hour  of  necessity ! 

In  writing  to  my  father,  as  I  did 
without  loss  of  time,  I  was  cautious  not 
to  insist  on,  or  even  mention,  this  and 
some  other  pointed  refutations  of  his  be- 


loved  system^  but  acquainted  him  gene- 
rally with  the  recent  change  that  had 
taken  place  in  my  prospects. 

I  had  scarcely  finished  my  letter 
when  Dyer  came  in^  and  on  hearing 
the  particulars,  wished  me  joy  with  un- 
feigned cordiality;  slily  observing,  that 
the  example  of  some  people  was  very 
encouraging;  but  bidding  me  also  re- 
flect, that  it  was  the  zvhidi?2g  up,  not  the 
intermediate  parts,  which  constituted 
the  good  or  ill  fortunes  of  mankind, 

I  thought  he  appeared  peculiarly 
melancholy  on  his  entrance;  and  sup- 
posing him  agitated  by  sonie  money  de- 
mands which  he  could  not  satisfy,  or  by 
the  apprehension  of  future  want,  I  began 
to  consider,  what  in  the  hurry  of  my 
spirits  I  had  overlooked-^the  extent  of 
my  own  resources. 
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These  were  not  absolutely  beyond 
the  reach  of  calculation  ^  and  a  mode- 
rate arithmetician  might  have  cast  up 
the  amount  without  much  difficulty. 
Saving  Only  two  shirts,  and  one  pair  of 
stockings,.  I  at  the  mom.ent  carried  my 
entire  wardrobe  about  my  person^  and 
of  the  different  articles  which  composed 
it  I  shall  only  say,  that,  however  tlie  in- 
trinsic value  of  some  things  may  be  en- 
hanced by  antiquity,  it  is  not  at  all  fa^ 
vourable  to  the  appearance  of  a  suit  of 
clothes  :  and,  to  speak  in  the  handsomest 
terms  I  can  of  my  hard  cash, — could  I 
have  added  two  shillings  to  it,  it  would 
have  made  exactly  half  a  crown.  This 
was  nevertheless  sixpence  sterling  more 
than  Tom  Dyer  could  boast  of,  who 
displaying  the  linings  of  his  breeches- 
pockets,  proclaimed  the  state  of  the  ex- 
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chequer,  and  declared  himself  not  worth 
one  halfpenny. 

He  then  proceeded  to  search  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  his  garments,  with  the  air 
of  one  who  knows  that  he  cannot  find 
what  he  pretends  to  seek ;  whilst  I  ex- 
claimed, Nunc  si  nos  aiidis  atque  es  di- 
vinus^  Apollo — 

Die  ynihiquinummos  non  habet  unde petal  f 
When  Dyer  continued  repeating  his  last 
words,  "  not— one — halfpenny ;  literally 
nothing;  unless  this  be  any  thing/'  I 
asked  what  it  was,  seeing  a  piece  of 
paper  in  his  hand.  "  It  is,"  said  he,  as 
he  delivered  it  to  me,  "  the  sixteenth 
portion  of  a  lottery  ticket,  which  hi- 
therto I  have  retained  amongst  whatever 
pieces  of  money  I  had  with  me,  as  a  sort 
of  memento  marl  to  them.  I  was  fool 
enough,   you    must    know,  to   give   a 
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guinea  for  it  a  good  while  ago,  and  1 
punish  myself  by  looking  at  it  now  and 
then.*' — "  You  have  of  course,"  said  I, 
"  inquired  whether  the  number  was 
blank  or  prize." — "No  truly,  I  have 
not,"  he  replied ;  "  I  better  know  the 
luck  which  attends  me,  and  shall  entrust 
that  part  to  you  :  for  myself,  it  was  mor- 
tification sufficient  to  remember,  that 
when  I  threw  away  my  guinea  I  was  in- 
stigated both  by  the  spirit  of  profusion 
and  avarice.  It  should  to  be  sure,  on 
that  account,  and  agreeably  to  your 
maxim,  have  been  a  prizes  but  really  I 
never  asked  about  it.'* 

We  now  walked  out,  determined  on 
takinff  our  customary  ramble  in  the 
Park;  Dyer  endeavouring  to  persuade 
both  himself  and  me  that  the  practice  of 
dining  every  day  was  merely  the  result 


©f  an  effeminate  habit,  and  beneath  the 
dignity  of  a  being  whose  duty  it  was  to 
assert  the  eternal  superiority  of  mind 
oyer  matter.  "Air,  sir,'*  said  he;  "  air 
is  the  grand  specific,  if  the  preservation 
of  existence  be  your  object ;  and  I  prove 

it  thus :  a  man  may  live  three  or  four 
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days  without  eating  ;  but  without  air  he     ' 
expires  in  as  many  minutes." 

This,  I  told  him,  was  extremely 
pleasant  logic;  especially  for  those  who 
had  no  chance  of  getting  a  dinner  ;  and 
a  brilliant  improvement  on  his  former 
prescription,  by  which  he  graciously 
irave  his  followers  leave  to  eat  a  little 
every  day — if  they  could.  "  But  with 
permission,''  said  I,  "I  shall  not  become 
quite  so  austere  as  to  refrain  from  this- 
^icious  habit  until  I  am  forced  to  it." 
And  at  that  instant,  passing  by  a  lottery- 
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office,  I  recollected  the  share  of  which  I 
was  trustee;  I  entered,  affecting  raucli 
coolness ;  and,  as  indeed  I  well  might, 
despairing  of  any  other  than  the  usual 
answer,  pulled  Dyer  along  with  me  to- 
w^ards  the  counter;  and  placing  the 
paper  before  a  clerk  Avho  attended,  re- 
quested him  to  tell  me  the  fate  of  the 
number  it  bore.  He  examined  his  re- 
gister, and  replied  that  it  was  drawn  a 
prize  of  two  thousand  pounds. 

I  shall  nat  say  whether  my  emotions 
on  hearing  this  preceeded  from  my  af- 
fection for  Dyer,  as  Mr.  Addison  would 
have  said ;  or  from  my  hopes  of  partici- 
pating in  his  gains,  as  the  Duke  de  lev 
Rochefoucault  would  have  averred  ;  or, 
as  Fielding  (who  knew^  human  nature 
better  than  either  of  them)  would  have 
contended,  from  a  mixture  of  both;  buti 
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it  is  certain  that  "  with  joy  my  heart 
o'erflowed  !'* 

To  allow  discount,  seize  our  pro- 
portion of  bank-notes,  and  scamper  back 
to  Dyer*s  lodging,  as  being  nearest  to 
13S,  was  neither  the  slowest  nor  the  most 
disagreeable  action  of  our  lives.  We 
reached  the  apartment  breathless  with 
haste  and  agitation,  and  locking  the 
door  on  ourselves,  spread  the  treasure 
upon  a  table,  and  sung  Jubilate  over  it. 
"  We  are  made  up,"  exclaimed  the  ge- 
nerous Dyer  :  "  you  shall  divide  this 
with  me.  Ardent,  and  go  on  board  like 
an  admiral.''  I  foresaw  his  liberality, 
and  tried  to  restrain  it,  but  with  little 
effect:  at  last  I  insisted  on  taking  no 
more  than  30/.  from  him  j  and  he  acqui- 
esced, on  my  promising  to  consider  him 
my  banker  in  case  of  necessity  !     Hav^ 
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ing,  with  many  happy  sallies  on  his 
part,  and  extravagancies  on  mine,  dis- 
cussed this  miraculous  and  unhoped-for 
event,  we  secured  our  riches;  and  I  be- 
lieve I  have  hardly  occasion  to  add, 
that  afterwards,  in  lieu  of  our  etherial 
banquet,  we  .substituted  a  choice  piece 
of  sublunary  roast  beef,  and  a  joyous 
bottle  of  mortal  old  port. 

In  two  days  Orlop  called,  and  ac- 
quainting me  that  Captain  Sowerby  had 
returned  him  thanks  for  the  proposal  he 
had  made  in  my  behalf,  desired  me  to 
accompany  him  to  an  hotel  in  Brook 
Street,  where  that  gentleman  would  re- 
ceive us ;  and  on  the  way  pressed  me, 
in  the  most  obliging  manner,  to  make 
use  of  his  credit  in  the  city  for  the  pur- 
chase of  any  necessaries  I  might  require 
preparatory   to   my   voyage;    assuring 
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me  that  I  should  have  but  a  very  short 
time   allowed  me  to  get  ready.     I  re- 
fused,  of  course,  to  avail  myself  of  his 
generosity,  but  not  without  abundance 
of  thanks  3  declaring,  as  was  the  truths 
that  his  unmerited  goodness   overpow- 
ered me.     He  saw  the  struggles  of  my 
soul,  penetrated  my  thoughts,  and  told 
me  gaily,  that  my  spirit  was  a  haughty 
one.     A  charge  I  cannot  deny;  for  I 
have  ever  been  almost  as  resentful   (if  I 
may  use  the  expression)  of  obligation 
as  of  injury.     The  remembrance  of  ser- 
vices conferred  on  me  has  always  given 
me  such  acute  pain  as  to  convince  me, 
that  gratitude,  like  most  of  our  virtues, 
is   in  many  men   vv'hat  the   satirist  has 
called  it, — rather  an  impatience  to  shake 
off  a   weight  which  pride  renders  op- 
pressive, than  a   generous  and  disinte- 
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•rested  wish  of  returning  a  favour:  let 
metaphysicians,  however,  speak  their 
worst  of  it,  gratitude,  a^  it  is  one  of  the 
rarest,  so  will  it  still  be  one  of  the 
handsomest  infirmities  of  our  nature ! 

At  our  entrance.  Captain  Sowerby 
received  Mr.  Orlop  (who  left  us  toge- 
ther) with  familiarity,  and  me  with 
great  condescension ;  a  very  common 
mode  of  showing  civility,  and  to  me 
more  offensive  than  the  roughest  ill- 
breeding  ;  because  I  have  €ver  thought 
the  consciousness  of  being  endured,  a 
heavy  affliction ;  and  accordingly  I 
should  now  have  trembled  at  my  ap- 
proaching doom,  and  foreseen  in  it  a 
world  of  torture  to  be  inflicted  by  this 
sort  of  forbearance,  this  mortifying  air 
of  patronage,  had  I  not  remembered 
Orlop's  sketch  of  the  captain,  and  per- 
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ceived  at  one  glance  that  his  visage,  at 
present  dressed  in  smiles,  had  a  much 
greater  aptitude  to  frowning.  It  was 
scored  into  a  multiplicity  of  long  and 
deep  wrinkles,  the  consequence  of  fre- 
quently using  those  muscles  which 
passion  calls  into  play :  his  jaws  were 
fleshless :  his  mouth  wide ;  his  nostrils 
dilated  3  and  his  brows  constantly  in 
motion,  and  so  thick  and  bushy  as  al- 
most to  hide  his  hollow  eyes.  All  these 
harsh  features  were  laid  down  on  a  skin 
as  yellow  as  a  piece  of  parchment;  and 
his  dark  hair  looked  as  if  blown  about 
by  a  high  wind. 

Though  very  tall  and  well  made, 
he  was  extremely  meagre ;  and  gave  the 
idea  of  a  frame  emaciated — not  from 
constitution  or  by  disease,  but  rather 
by  the  workings  of  a  turbulent  spirit 


within.  It  was  therefore  plain  I  had  no 
great  reason  to  dread  that  his  mildness 
would  prove  irksome  to  me;  and  had  I 
entertained  any  doubts  from  his  physio- 
gnomy, they  would  have  been  removed 
by  the  inconsistent  softness  of  his  voice 
and  gentleness  of  his  expressions;  for 
men  of  his  tempestuous  kind  are  appre- 
hensive of  themselves,  and  whilst  on 
their  guard,  assume  an  oiitri  compo- 
sure, for  fear  of  betraying  their  ferocity 
by  disturbing  the  Devil  in  their  bosoms, 
whom  they  know  to  be  but  in  slumber, 
and  easily  roused.  Along  with  all  these 
damnable  qualities  of  an  ill-tempered 
person,  Sowerby  had,  as  I  afterwards 
discovered,  all  the  amiable  traits  which 
are  considered  as  belonging  to  that 
character. 

His  youth  had  been  passed  in  alter- 
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nate  fits  of  sinning  and  repenting ;  and 
lie  could  hardly  reckon  a  friend  whose 
feelings  he  had  not  wounded,  or  to 
whom  his  purse  had  not  been  opened : 
he  had  been  repeatedly  prosecuted  for 
assaults,  and  was  impoverished  by  his 
liberality  to  many  who  had  suffered 
from  his  intemperance.  He  was  the  de- 
light of  waiters  and  servants  wherever 
he  went,  and  a  terror  to  their  em- 
ployers; as  when  in  a  passion  every 
frangible  article  within  his  reach,  in- 
cluding the  heads  of  the  domestics, 
was  sure  to  go  to  wreck. 

But  these  were  only  his  social  prac- 
tices:  in  the  capacity  of  a  naval  com- 
mander his  innate  dignity  and  love  of 
justice  ruled  supreme.  •  He  Vv' as  steady, 
but  not  in  a  single  instance  unjust;  and 
this  from  principle,  not  fear,  one  particle 
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of  which  my  narration  over  night   had 
been  totally  unnitelligible. 

Having  put  on  my  masquerade  dress, 
I  sallied  out  to  perform  one  of  my  tours, 
accompanied  by  the  count  and  my  usual 
train  of  attendants,  who  were  commis- 
sioned to  report  the  good  news  of  the 
expected  aid  from  England  wherever 
we  came;  and  this  intelligence  being 
corroborated  by  the  landing  of  the  arms 
from  on  board  the  vessel,  my  reception 
was  more  flattering  than  ever,  and  joy 
spread  through  every  cottage,  village, 
and  town  of  the  department. 

To  assist  the  enthusiasm  of  the  mo- 
ment, the  bells  of  Fontena};,  Challans, 
and  other  places,  were  rung;  cannon 
were  fired;  and  prayers  offered  up  in 
the  different  churches. 

VOL.  III.  c 
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In  the  midst  of  all  this  triumph  I  re- 
turned to  disrobe;  and  willingly  heark- 
ened to  the  count's  polite  offer  of  going 
with  me  to  pay  our  respects  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert. We  proceeded  to  Challa^s,  and 
were  received  with  kindness  by  him  and 
Arabella;  who  expressing  much  asto- 
nishment at  my  uncouth  appearance, 
and  some  curiosity  to  know  the  cause  of 
it,  I  thought  it  best  to  give  a  brief  ac- 
count 'of  myself  from  the  time  of  my 
leaving  England;  and  offered,  if  she 
permitted  me,  a  more  particular  detail, 
whenever  she  chose  to  favour  me  with 
her  attention ;  intimating  an  anxiety  on 
my  part  to  learn  something  of  her  own 
history  during  the  same  period,  with 
which  she  promised  to  indulge  me  by 
the  first  opportunity. 
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That  of  Sir  Robert,  which  I  also  af- 
terwards heard,  will  with  more  pro- 
priety come  in  here. 

He  was  possessed  of  great  estates  in 
the  north  of  England ;  and  seventy  years 
of  age,  but  strong  and  healthy  j  and 
though  endowed  with  a  good  natural 
understanding,  and  well  educated,  was 
little  less  than  a  bigot  in  his  religious 
notions,  which  were  those  of  the  church 
of  Rome. 

From  having  lived  many  years 
in  this  part  of  France  where  we  now 
were,  he  had  contracted  an  attachment 
to  the  country  and  the  government,  pre- 
vious to  the  revolution,  of  so  strong  a 
kind,  that  he  pined  for  the  restoration  of 
the  royal  family,  and  firmly  relied  on 
its  being  an  event  likely  to  take  place 
e\ery  day :  so  that  as  soon  as  he  heard 
C  2 


of  certain  moveiiients  in  the  district  of 
La  Vendee,  nothing  could  prevent  his 
attempting  to  go  there  3  and  he  was  now 
come,  in  the  full  persuasion  of  witness- 
ing the  downfal  of  the  republican  inno- 
vation. 

He  was  a  single  man;  and  so  re- 
markable for  parsimony  and  taciturnity, 
that  he  was  said,  by  those  who  knew 
liim  but  a  little,  never  to  have  thrown 
away  either  a  guinea  or  a  word  in  the 
course  of  his  life.  Methoiight,  had  I 
been  a  man  of  property,  I  should  rather 
have  had  such  a  person  for  my  steward 
than  my  companion.  Hov/  the  fair 
goddess  of  my  idolatry  came  to  be  his 
associate,  shall  be  recorded  by  and  by. 

The  accomplished  and  insinuating 
count  quickly  ingratiated  himself  both 
with  her  and  the  baronet  3  and  before 
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we  left  them  requested,  in  the  name  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  garrison  of  Beau- 
voir,  the  honour  of  receiving  them  at 
their  table  when  most  agreeable  to  them- 
selves^ and  the  following  day  being 
fixed  on,  we  withdraw. 

An  ingenious  author  somewhere 
says,  that  he  has  always  had  a  moral  an- 
tipathy to  secresy:  I  have  the  same,  and 
think  the  sentiment  cannot  be  to6  high- 
ly praised ;  nor  have  1  ever  had  occasion 
to  conceal  what  I  knew,  from  those 
whose  intimacy  I  enjoyed,  without  feel- 
ing as  if  I  cheated  them. 

To  the  amiable  count  I  was  bound 
by  liking  and  by  gratitude ;  and  aware 
both  of  his  discernment  and  his  nice  no- 
tions on  every  point,  I  had  no  doubt  of 
his  having  in  some  measure  penetrated 
into  the  state  of  my  heart,  and  out  of 
C3 
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motives  of  delicacy  restrained  himself 
from  asking  any  questions  respecting 
my  acquaintance  with  Miss  Rivers. 

On  our  return  to  quarters  I  there- 
fore determined,  in  conformity  to  the 
above-mentioned  principle,  no  longer 
to  withhold  my  confidence  from  a  man 
I  had  reason  to  respect  so  highly;  and 
by  way  of  introduction,  begged  his  opi- 
nion of  the  lady.  His  malice  was  ready 
for  me ;  he  replied  she  was,  "  a^sez  hien 
— a  pretty  looking  miss."  And  this  he 
said  with  so  serious  a  countenance  as  al- 
most to  alarm  me.  The  fact  is,  she  was 
any  thing  rather  than/)r^//i/,in  the  com- 
mon sense  of  that  word;  being,  as  I 
have  formerly  intimated,  of  a  most  dig- 
nified and  striking  presence.  Nor  in- 
deed can  I  name  a  woman  of  her  rank, 
in  life  who  possessed  so  much  majesty^ 
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without  the  smallest  particle,  of  coarse^^ 
ness. 

Conscious  of  this,  I  eyed  De  B.  -,  and 
perceiving,  with  some  satisfaction,  a 
smile  playing  about  his  lips,  ventured 
to  go  farther ;  and  at  last  told  him  ex- 
actly the  manner  of  my  original  ac- 
quaintance with  the  young  lady:  add- 
ing, that  I  really  thought  nothing  could 
be  more  desperate  than  the  passion  I 
entertained  for  her,  and  few  things  more 
unaccountable ;  as  I  had  persevered  in 
loving  without  the  ordinary  encourage- 
ment of  hope. 

Many  w^ill  think  this  declaration,  made 
thus  to  a  stranger,  a  violation  of  the  de- 
corum usually  observed  in  matters  of 
the  sort;  but  my  ideas  are  not  those  of 
the  generality,  j.  and  the  count  differed 


in  most  respects  from  all  the  men  I  have 
ever  known.;.    -   ';^^,uiiu.;.^:>  ^:-:-v  '.>..^ 

He  listened  with  the  m'ost  ffiendly 
complacency  till  I  had  finished,  and 
then  said,  that  he  savir  nothing  so  unna- 
tural in  my  admiration  of  beauty,  and 
(he  had  no  doubt)  of  worth,  far  beyond 
the  common  lot  of  females:  and  that  as 
to  despair,  it  was  totally  out  of  the 
question,  and  should  never  enter  the 
mind  of  a  man,  on  any  subject,  who  had 
gone  to  the  guillotine,  and — > returned 
from  it  with  his  head  between  his 
shoulders!  '    ^  ^• 

He  then  with  more  seriousness  expa- 
tiated on  the  bright  prospects  now  open- 
ing to  the  aristocratic  party  5  such  was 
his  belief:  and  enlarged  on  the  happy 
cordiality  which  would  infallibly  subsist 
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between  France  and  England,  as  soon 
as  peace  was  established  and  the  Bour- 
bons reinstated. 

It  will  be  recollected,  by  such  as 
remember  the  political  condition  of 
Europe  at  this  period,  that,  however  ex- 
traordinary these  opinions  may  now 
seem,  they  were  then  not  confined  to 
the  Chouans  leaders  I 

We  announced  the  coming  of  our 
guests  the  next  day  to  the  count's 
comrades,  who  appeared  charmed  at 
the  idea  of  having  a  lady  at  their  table^ 
and  resolving  to  cut  a  figure,  while 
several  were  commissioned  to  superin- 
tend the  requisite  preparations,  others 
departed  to  Challans,  in  order  to  invite 
some  friends  of  both  sexes  to  the  enter- 
tainment. 

It  is  necessary  to  know  the  French 
C5 
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to  give  credit  to  aM  this,  which  I  allow 
to  be  almost  incredible ;  that  within  the 
limits  of  an  enemy's  country,  a  hand* 
fill  of  men,  beset  by  dangers  and  ruined 
in  their  fortunes,  whose  wives,  parents, 
and  relatives  were  mostly  exiles  in  a  fo- 
reign land,  should  think  of  social  plea- 
sures, or  of  any  pleasures  at  all.  But  it 
is,  notwithstanding,  most  certain,  that 
no  body  of  luxurious  London  alder- 
men, secure  in  their  city  fastnesses, 
were  ever  merrier  or  busier  in  arranging 
the  magnificence  of  a  corporation  feast, 
than  these  gay  and  gallant  adventurers 
in  getting  ready  our  fete  at  Beauvoir. 

The  farmers*  dames  lent  us  several 
pieces  of  furniture,  and  their  assistance 
otherwise  j  from  the  town  various  ne- 
cessary articles  were  procured  in  abun- 
dance; and  when>  besides,  it  is  consi- 


dered  that  every  French  military  man 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  is  both  a  good 
practical  cook  and  maitre-d' hotel,  it  will 
not  appear  surprising  that  every  thing 
should  have  been  prepared  in  the  best 
style  imaginable. 

At  an  early  hour  next  day  I  put  my- 
self into  a  better  trim  than  ordinary, 
and  riding  to  Challans,  escorted  Sir 
Robert  and  Miss  Rivers  back  to  the 
Castle. 

The  rest  of  the  company  assembled 
by  degrees;  and  though  we  were  very 
numerous,  and  rather  noisy,  I  must  say, 
in  the  phrase  of  the  English  newspapers, 
that  the  gala  went  off  with  general  ap- 
probation. 

The  day  happened  fortunately  to  be 
one  of  uninterrupted  serenity ;  and  as 
we  had  an  hour  or  two  to  spare  before 
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dinner  could  be  served,  it  was  agreed 
to  treat  snch  of  onr  visitors  as  chose  that 
amusement  with  a  view  of  the  ancient 
and  less  frequ'ented  parts  of  our  im- 
mense chateau,  and  the  old-fashioned 
gardens  that  surrounded  it.  Had  I  no 
other  reason  for  desiring  to  avail  my- 
self  of  this  proposal,  which  originated 
with  the  count,  I  cannot  but  think  such 
a  device  for  passing  the  interval  between 
the  meeting  of  a  company  and  their 
sitting  down  to  table,  quite  as  pleasant 
as  what  is  practised  by  my  worthy 
countrymen  and  countrywomen  of' 
Great  Britain,  who  contrive  to  make  it 
a  period  of  execrable  constraint  and 
ennidy  by  staring  at  each  other,  talking 
solemn  nonsense,  or  maintaining  the 
silence  and  funereal  aspects  of  a  society 
of  Carthusians. 
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Having  obtained  the  Icey  of  the  cha- 
pel from  the  good  Marboeuf,  who  re- 
mained in  conversation  with  Sir  Robert, 
and  .s:iving  my  arm  to  Miss  Rivers,  we 
proceeded  on  our  expedition,  and  ex- 
plored galleries  and  passages  without 
number.  But  the  parties  gradually  dis- 
persing, as  accident  or  fancy  inclined 
them,  I  was,  as  I  wished  to  be,  left 
alone  with  Arabella,  in  the  very  loft 
from,  which  I  had  been  a  spectator,  on 
my  first  coming  to  Beauvoir,  of  the  in- 
terment by  torch-light;  and  now  de- 
scending into  the  chapel,  and  perceiving 
ourselves  deserted  hy  the  rest,  my  fair 
friend  seemed  impatient  to  return  to 
the  reception-room,  which  I  showed  her 
v;e  could  do  by  means  of  the  little  door 
near  the  altar,  and  in  much  less  time 
than  by  going  back. 
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There  are  situations  in  whieh  when  a 
lady  and  gentleman  meet  they  are  in- 
dispensably necessitated  to  do  one  of 
two  things ;  either  to  go  away— -or  to 
make  love.  Ours  was  precisely  of  that 
kind;  and,  without  consulting  the  in- 
clination of  my  companion,  I  deter* 
mined  on  the  latter,  as  the  most  agree- 
able; and  began  by  requesting  she 
would  answer  a  few  questions  on  a 
point  in  which  my  happiness  was  con- 
cerned. I  next  kissed  her  hand>  which 
I  was  scarcely  able  to  raise  to  my  lips,. 
from  the  tremor  that  seized  me :  she 
was  so  obliging  as  to  begin  and  tremble 
also;  and  to  colour  exceedingly;;  and 
this  I  am  told  by  adepts  was  very  pro- 
per behaviour  on  both  sides:  and  a 
lady's  maid  at  Bath,  whom  I  procured 
to  revise  this  chapter,  has  assured  me 
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that  it  is  quite  natural  for  persons  in  a 
love-scene  to  look  foolish  and  appear 
ashamed  of  themselves. :iayi>3a  .-^m^iiit.'..^. 
Had  Miss  Rivers  now  but  done,  as 
most  other  ladies  would  in  the  like  cir- 
cumstances; had  she,  after  blushing  ex- 
cessively, taken  the  name  of  Omnipo- 
tence in  vain ;  stamped,  screamed,  and 
threatened  to  faint;  or  upbraided  me  as 
abase,  perfidious,  insolent  man,  the  pro- 
bability is  that  I  should  have  proved 
myself  richly  deserving  of  all  those  harsh 
epithets.  But  she  smiled  with  ineffable 
sweetness;  asked  me  if  we  had  time  for 
a  conversation  before  dinner ;  and  being 
assured  we  had,  told  me,  that  she  would 
either  sit  down,  or  walk  about,  just  as 
I  pleased,  and  endeavour  to  reply  to 
my  questions,  and  acquaint  me  with 
such  particulars   of  herself  as  she  sup- 
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posed  might  interest  or  amuse  me.  At 
the  same  time  her  countenance  shone 
with  so  much  gentleness,  benignity,  and 
pure,  confirmed,  unsuspecting  virtue, 
that  I  stood  before  her  as  undesigning 
as  Adolph  the  Simple  himself  would  have 
done;  and  for  the  soul  of  me  could  not 
avoid  thinking  her  a  modest  woman,  as 
well  as  a  sensible  one. 

I  then  asked  if  she  was  still  unmar- 
ried, and  why  she  had  left  the  dean's 
house  ?  "  As  to  your  first  question,"  she 
replied,  "  I  am  as  you  found  me — single, 
and  I  believe  unattached :  my  story  will 
be  an  answer  to  your  second. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 

Which  soys  nothing  whatever  of  conic 
sections. 

"  About  six  months  ago  the  dean 
became  the  subject  of  one  of  those  pa- 
ragraphs which  we  occasionally  see  in 
the  obituary  of  a  magazine;  stating, 
that  on  a  certain  evening  Mr.,  or  the 
Reverend,  or  Esquire  such-a-person,  af- 
ter eating  a  very  hearty  supper,  went 
to  bed  in  apparently  good  health,  and 
was  found  dead  in  the  morning.  This 
is  strictly  an  account  of  the  dean's  transit 
from  earth  to  heaven. 
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"  A  distant  relation  took  possession 
of  his  son  and  his  wealth;  and  I  with- 
drew to  board  at  an  obscure  farmer's  in 
the  neighbourhood,  upon  what  the  in- 
comparable Fielding  terms  the  hand- 
some income  enjoyed  by  parson  Adams 
— about  twenty-iive  pounds  a  year» 

"  Here  a  low^  fever,  which  would  be 
a  blessing  were  it  always  attended  with 
similar  effects,  introduced  me  to  the 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Graves,  an  apothe- 
cary; who  was,  as  all  apothecaries  are, 
sufficiently  skilful,  exceedingly  humane, 
very  sensible,  and  not  avaricious :  he 
did  not,  however,  resemble  his  brethren 
in  every  feature;  for  he  was  grievously 
afflicted  with  a  fondness  for  news ;  and 
usually  carried  the  London  Chronicle  in 
one  pocket,  to  counterpoise  a  dispensa- 
tory which  occupied  the  other. 
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"  One  eveainghe  came,  according  to 
custom,  to  sit  with  me;  and  depositing 
himself  in  an  arm-chair,  which  on  ac- 
count of  his  age  I  always  had  ready  for 
him,  desired  me  to  fee  him  with  some 
warm  ale  and  ginger,  and  added,  that, 
in  recompense,  he  should  not  insist  on 
my  taking  any  more  physic,  but  by 
way  of  indulgence  would  read  the  news- 
paper to  me  aloud. 

"  As  he  had  exerted  a  great  deal  of 
patience  for  several  days  in  his  attend- 
ance on  me,  I  could  not  do  less  than 
show  my  gratitude  by  having  some  for 
him^  and  prepared  to  listen  "  with  sad 
civility"  to  a  medley  of  false  intelii- 
gence,  political  surmises,  and  so-forth. 

"  Having  previously  mounted  his 
green  spectacles,  not  so  much  on  as  in 
his  nose,  where  a  channel  of  consider- 
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able  depth  had  been  worn  by  the  con- 
stant use  of  these  glasses,  he  began  to 
read  with  a  noise  like  the  humming  of  a 
bee;  graciously  permitting  about  one 
word  in  fifty  to  be  distinctly  heard ; 
and  intercepting  the  stream  by  his  own 

comments;    as  thus — '  hem — m ei- 

^  press Lisbon  mail Mi\  Pitt  rose 

'  — ay,  ay;  tv/o  columns  as  usual — — 

*  NafAonal  Convent — confound    the    na- 

*  tional  convention Covent  Garden — 

*  fracas — shocking  inurder — omnium  — 
^  three  per  cents, Oh!    here  it    is: 

*  Now,   miss  my  dear,  I  have  read  the 

*  paper  before,  and  amongst  the  adver- 

*  tisements  there  is  one  which,  it  strikes 
'  me,  has  some  very  particular  meaning 

*  besides  what  it  would  seem  to  signify 
<  to  ordinary  readers;  but  I  rather  ima- 

*  gine  that  I  understand  those  articles 
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**  where  more  is  meant  than  meets  the 
'  ej/et''    as    well  as   any  one  ^    and  I'm 

*  much  mistaken  if  this  be  not  of  that 
'  description  :  judge  for  yourself:  "  A 
'  gentleman,  near  seventy  years  of  age, 
'  residing  chiefly  in  Yorkshire,  who  is  a 

*  single  man,  and  in  easy  circumstances, 

*  wishes  for  the  society  of  a  female  of 

*  serious  manners  to  superintend  his  do- 
'  mestic     concerns,     and     occasionally 

*  read   to  him  :    an  unsullied  character 

*  will  be  required  of  the  person  pro- 
^  posing   herself,    and  the  most  [liberal 

*  terms  secured  to  any  lady  willing  to 
^  accept  this  oiler.  If  musical,  the  more 
'  desirable.     Please  to  address  in  answer 

*  X.  Z.  at  the  printer's."  Now  though 
'  I  have  desired  you,  miss  dear,  to  judge 

*  for  yourself,  yet  that  is  what  you  can- 
'  not  do,  for  these  are  matters  which  you 
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'  do  not  understand:  but  1  think  I  can 
'  judge  for  you.     You  have,  I  perceive, 

*  few  friends,  and  no  money ;  and  I 
^  humbly  conceive  the  more  one  has  of 

*  both   the   better:    What    think    you, 

*  therefore,  of  becoming  reader  to  this 

*  old  gentleman  ?    He  is  probably  some 

*  rich,  ill-tempered  oddity,  who  will  nei- 
'  ther  eat  you,  marry  you,  nor  trouble 
'  you  very  long;  and  if  you  can  secure 

*  a  fixed  income,  though  ever  so  trifling, 

*  it  would  be  somewhat  in  addition  to 
'  what  you  have  already,  and  will  only 

*  cost  you  a   few   scoldings;    now    and 

*  then   a   fit  of  sickness   from   coniiiie- 

*  ment;  and   a   pair  of  sore  eyes,  from 

*  crying,  and  rea-ding  small  print.  Shall 
'  I — do —  let  me   write  in  your  behalf, 

*  and  who  knows  what  may  happen  ?' 

"  I  laughed  at  first,  and  very  heartily. 
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at  this  scheme  for  my  preferment ;  but 
finding  my  friendly  Galen  seriously  in- 
clined to  do  what  he  proposed,  I  next 
expostulated,  and  at  last  complied :  nor 
for  ten  days  after  did  I  once  waste  a 
thought  upo^i  the  affair :  but  having 
recovered  my  strength,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  fine  afternoon  to  pay  a  visit 
to  the  wife  and  family  of  this  benevo- 
lent creature,  who  met  me  bare-headed, 
and  with  both  hands  hospitably  ex- 
tended, at  his  door,  and  presented  me 
to  Mrs.  Graves  and  his  two  daughters  ; 
from  all  of  whom  I  had  received  marks 
of  good-nature  during  my  illness. 

"  Shortly  after  my  entrance  he  re- 
quested me  to  walk  with  him  into  his 
garden  ;  and  there  taking  out  a  letter, 
desired  me,  with  a  triumphant  look,  to 
peruse  it. 
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"  It  was  a  reply  to  that  he  had  writ- 
ten in  his  own  name  to  X.  Z.^  stating 
that  til e  description  he  had  given  of  the 
young  lady  whom  he  wished  to  place 
with  the  advertiser,  was  in  all  respects 
that  of  a  person  who  would  answer  for 
the  situation,  unless  her  being  too 
youthful  and  well-favoured  (it  seems 
these  were  the  expressions  used  by  my 
medical  patron)  might  be  considered  as 
objections :'  that,  however,  those  should 
be  overlooked,  in  consequence  of  my 
humility,  and  skill  on  the  piano;  and 
that  I  was  welcome  to  set  out  for 
Bruce-abbey,  near  Wakefield,  whenever 
I  pleased. 

*'  On  finishing  this  extraordinary 
epistle,  I  knew  not  whether  to  laugh  or 
weep;  and  begged  of  Mr.  Graves  to 
tell  me  how  I  ought  to  act ;  and  if  he 


4g 

quired  in  the  fittest  schools  for  teaching 
prudence  and  self-denial, — a  life  of  ad- 
versity, and  the  military  profession. 

Now  and  then,  when  it  was  fair 
weather,  and  that  nothing  beyond  the 
ordinary  routine  of  business  on  board 
called  for  his  attention,  he  seemed  in 
some  measure  to  forget  himself;  and 
then  no  person  could  be  more  instruc- 
tive or  agreeable:  he  was  choice  in  his 
expressions,  abounded  in  various  kinds 
of  information,  and  possessed  the  rare 
and  happy  art  of  never  being  tedious. 
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CHAP,  XII. 

Which  would  not  have  appeared  if  it  had 
not  been  ^vritte7i. 

Captain  Sowerby  had  treasured  up 
innumerable  anecdotes;  and  amongst 
these,  was  one  so  remarkable  as  to 
make  a  deep  impression  on  me ;  and 
could  I  repeat  the  story  as  I  received  it 
when  told  to  me,  and  give  it  all  the  in- 
terest which  it  derived  from  his  manner 
of  relating  it,  I  should  not  think  an 
apology  for  its  introduction  necessary. 
Something  resembling  it  I  have  met 
with  elsewhere,  but  the  following  are 
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the  circumstances  as  I  had  them  from 
him. — 

"  In  the  fifteenth  century/*  said  the 
captain,  "  when  a  regular  and  friendly 
communication  subsisted  between  Ire- 
land and  the  Spanish  monarchy,  an  an- 
cestor of  mine  lived  in  good  repute  as  a 
merchant  in  the  ancient  town  of  Gal* 
way,  between  which  port  and  Cadiz 
there  was  a  constant  trade;  and  this 
gentleman,  whose  name  was  Lynch,  be* 
ing  a  chief  person,  and  very  wealthy, 
had,  from  commercial  views,  encouraged 
on  all  occasions  a  friendship  that  proved 
so  lucrative  both  to  his  townsmen  and 
to  the  Spaniards. 

"  In  order  the  more  firmly  to  esta- 
blish this  desirable  connexion  he  had 
himself  gone  on  a  voyage  to  Spain ;  and 
was  received,  when  at  Cadiz,  at  the 
D  2 
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house  of  a  rich  and  respectable  mer- 
chant'6ft  he  liame  of  Gomez,  with  the 
utmost  hospitality,  and  every  mark  of 
esteem  suitable  to  his  own  fair  repu- 
tation and  the  Kberality  of  his  enter- 
iciiner. 

"Upon  his  departure  for  his  own 
country,  out  of  a  wish  to  pay  a  compli- 
ment/or  the  numerous  civilities  he  had 
received  from  Signior  Gomez,  he  re- 
quested of  him,  as  a  particular  favour, 
to  allow  his  son,  a  youth  of  nineteen,  to 
accompany  him  to  Ireland;  promising 
to  take  parental  care  of  him  during  his 
stay  there,  and  to  provide  for  his  being 
safely  restored  to  his  friends  whenever 
he  desired  to  return. 

"  Young  Gomez,  who  was  the  pride 
of  his  parents  and  relations,  was  rejoiced 
at  this  agreeable  opportunity  of  seeing 
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^he  world,  and  the  merchai;it's  request 
gratefully  complied  with  by  his  lather. 

"  They  embarked  accordingly, ,  ^nd 
after  an  easy  passage  arrived  in  the  bay 
of  Galway,  and  went  on  shore  to  Lynches 
house,  where  he  presented   his  young 
Spanish  acquaintance  to  his  family  y  re- 
commending him  particularly  for  a  com- 
panion to  his  only  son,  who  was  but  a 
year  or  two  older  than  Gomez,  and  con- 
sidered one  of  the  finest  youths  of  his 
time :   the  beauty  of  his  person,  and  the 
winning  softness  of  his  manners,  render- 
ed him  a  favourite  with  the  fair  sex  -,  he 
was  idolised  by  the  common  people  for 
his  affability  and  spirit,  and  respected  by 
all  ranks  for  his  abilities:  but  his  endow- 
ments were  not  unattended  by  wliat  is 
too  often  seen  united  with  superior  qua- 
lities, a  tendency  to  the  pleasures  of  a 


.54 

libertine^  \Vhich  had  greatly  afflicted 
his  father,  who  was  himself  exemplary 
for  the  purity  of  his  life.  He  however 
had  lately  conceived  the  fullest  hopes  of 
his  reformation,  from  discovering  that  he 
paid  honourable  addresses  to  a  very  en- 
gaging and  lovely  girl,  the  daughter  of 
one  of  his  richest  and  most  respectable 
neighbours^  and  he  now  found  addi- 
tional satisfaction  in  procuring  for  his 
son  the  company  of  one  so  serious  and 
well  brought  up  as  the  youthful  Gomez  ^ 
wishing  that  it  might  assist  to  draw  him 
entirely  from  licentious  courses;  and 
being  this  year  of  his  return  unusually 
solicitous  that  nothing  should  happen  to 
cast  a  stain  upon  his  house  or  native 
town,  of  which  he  then  was  mayor ;— a 
rank  in  those  turbulent  and  unenlighten- 
ed days  of  the  greatest  importance^  and 
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on  the  management  of  which,  more  than 
on  that  of  any  other  civil,  employment, 
the  general  security  rested. 

"  For  a  length  of  time,  the  young 
men  lived  together  in  perfect  harmony; 
and  grand  entertainments  v^ere  made  at 
the  mayor's  house;  both  in  honour  of 
the  stranger,  and  for  the  sake  of  ad- 
vancing the  suit  of  his  son  Walter  to 
the  beautiful  Agnes, 

"  At  one  of  these  festivals,  which,  as 
usual,  she  adorned  with  her  presence,  it 
happened  that  her  love^  ^itji^r  savr,  or — 
which  with  lovers  is  the  same— imagined 
that  he  saw,  rapture  and  admiration  in 
her  bewitching  eyesy  whenever  she  look- 
ed on  the  Spaniard,  and  a  cpld  neglect 
in  her  behaviour  towards  himself 

"  His   ard^n^., and,  unruly  passions 
tqok  fu-^^l^the  thought;  be  seized  an 
d4 
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opportunity" — not  of  asking  his  mistress 
if  his  suspicions  were  founded  in  fancy 
or  reality — but  of  upbraiding  her  for 
her  infidelity,  in  terms  of  haughty  anger. 
She  in  her  turn,  astonished  and  irritated 
by  such  unexpected  injustice  from  the 
chosen  of  her  heart,  affected  disdain,  to 
conceal  her  fondness,  and  refused  to 
deny  the  charge. 

"  Love,  says  some  philosopher,  who 
assuredly  had  felt  the  passion,  for  the 
most  part  resembles  hatred  rather  than 
affection.  What  now  passed  between 
these  young  persons  was  a  confirmation 
of  the  truth  contained  in  that  remark. 
Though  mutually  enamoured,  one  obey- 
ed the  dictates  of  jealousy,  the  other  of 
pride :  they  parted  in  violence ;  and 
while  the  forlorn  Agnes  may  be  sup- 
posed retiring  to  weep  over  her  wrongs^ 
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her  admirer,  racked  by  the  fiends  and  fu- 
ries  that  possessed  his  bosom,  withdrew 
to  revolve  the  direful  project  of  re- 
venge.  Accident  contributed  at  once  to 
strengthen  his  determination  and  facili- 
tate his  purpose.  The  following  night, 
as  he  passed  slowly  and  alone  by  the 
residence  of  his  fair  one,  he  perceived  a 
man  come  from  the  house,  and  knew 
him  to  be  Gomez. 

"  He  had  indeed  spent  his  evening 
there,  being  invited  by  the  father  of 
Agnes,  who  spoke  the  language  of  Spain 
with  fluency,  and  courted  the  society  of 
all  who  could  converse  with  him. 

"  Urged  by  his  rage,  the  Ipyer  pur- 
sued his  imagined  rival ;  and  hci,  alarmed 
by  his  voice,  which  he  did  not  recollect^ 
fled  before  him  3  but  from  ignorance  of 
the  streets,  directed  his  steps  towards  a 
D5 
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solitary  quarter  of  the  town,  close  totlie 
sea.  Before  he  had  quite  reached  the 
"Water*s  edge,  his  mad  and  cruel  pursuer 
overtook  him ;  darted  a  poniard  into  his 
heart,  and  plunged  him  bleeding  into 
the  waves  1 

*'  In  the  night,  the  tide  threw  the 
body  of  this  innocent  victim  of  insanity 
back  upon  the  beach,  where  it  was 
found,  and  soon  recognised.  The  rash 
and  v/retched  murderer  (for  from  him- 
self the  particulars  were  obtained)  had 
scarcely  done  the  sanguinary  act  when 
he  repented  it;  but  fear,  or  rather  that 
feeling  which  teaches  us  to  preserve  life 
even  when  we  no  longer  love  it,  caused 
him  to  hasten  from  the  scene  of  his 
crime,  and  seek  to  hide  himself  in  the 
recesses  of  a  wood  at  some  distance. 

"Here  he  coald  hide — but,  alas! 
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not  from  himself  :,tl|e^shaj5liq,s,  of  the  night 
and  the  darkness  of  the  forest  w^e  unto 
him  as  the  noon  9jr,day. .  In  agonies  of 
despair,  he  cried  ^Ipud  and  rolled  him- 
self  upon  the  earth  ;  and  when  the  first 
streaks  of  light  appeared  m  the  sky,  he 
rose,  with  a  settled  resolution  of  expiat- 
ing his  guilt  as  far  as  he  could,^  by  sur- 
rendering himself  to  the  law  3  and  with 
this  intention  was  returning  to  town, 
when  he  perceived  a  crowd  of  persons 
approaching.  Amongst  these,  with 
shame  and  terror  he  beheld  hi*  father, 
on  horseback,  and  attended  by  several 
officers  of  justice  and  a  military  guard. 

"  On  finding  the  body  of  the  Spa- 
niard, it  was  evident  he  had  been  killed 
by  a  dagger  found  near  him,  his  own 
being  by  his  side  unsheathed;  and  a 
suspicion  had  also  arisen  that  his  assassin 
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must  have  retreated  towards  the  wood  ^ 
as  some  fishermen,  who  lay  in  a  boat 
near  the  shore,  had  found  a  white  hat 
ornamented  with  feathers  floating,  as  if 
blown  from  the  road,  almost  a  mile  fur- 
ther on,  and  in  that  direction  j  and  the 
velvet  bonnet  which  the  person  slain  was 
remarked  for  wearing,  was  with  the 
body. 

"  Had  the  unhappy  criminal  wished 
to  conceal  the  fact,  his  distracted  appear- 
ance would  have  betrayed  him  ;  but 
with  perfect  consistency,  though  in 
broken  accents,  he  proclaimed  himself 
the  murderer,  declared  his  contrition 
for  an  enormity  to  which  frenzy  had 
impelled  him,  and  imploring  pardon  of 
Heaven^  desired  to  be  conducted  to 
prison. 

**  His  disconsolate  parent,,  oppressed 
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by  a  weight  of  amazement  and  afflictionv 
could  scarcely  preserve  hi^equaniWity, 
though  a  man  of  almost  'unexampled 
firmness  :  he  foresaw  the  dreadful  conse- 
quences of  complying  with  his  frantic 
son*s  demand  ;  and  that  should  he  shrink 
from  his  duty,  public  disgrace  awaited 
himself. 

"  As  mayor,  he  had  the  power  of  life 
and  death ;  and  he  remembered  that  al- 
ready, in  the  case  of  another,  he  had 
used  the  authority  given  him  with  rigid 
severity  :  but,  though  he  perceived  that 
calamity  must  now  overwhelm  him  and 
his  race,  he  sacrificed  all  personal  consi- 
derations  to  his  love  of  justice,  and  or- 
dered the  guards  to  secure  their  prisoner. 
The  command  was  reluctantly  obeyed  ; 
and  the  mournful  procession  moved 
back   to    the    town ;    penetrating   with. 
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difficulty  the  immense  crowds  of  people 
whom  by  this  time  curiosity  had  brought 
out. 

^' A  more  extraordinary  scene  has 
seldom  been  witnessed  :  surprise,  com- 
passion, and  horror  were  discernible  in 
the  countenances  of  alL  While  some 
expressed  admiration  and  pity  for  their 
upright  magistrate;  many. of  the  lower 
classes,  feeling-  commiseration  for  the 
fate  of  their  favourite  youth,  filled  the  air 
with  lamentations  and  sighs. 

"  The  uproar  alone  would  have  told 
the  sad  intelligence  to  the  merchant's 
family  j  but  they  were  doomed  to  a  still 
greater  shock  than  what  general  rumour  - 
could  give,  for  the  strong  prison  of  the 
town  was  immediately  next  to  his  own 
house;  and  the  mother  and  sister  of  the 
wretched  Walter  were  spectators  of  his 
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approach,  bare-headed,  pale,  bound,  and 
surrounded  with  spears.  Their  outcries 
and  faintings  added  to  this  most  terrific 
trial  of  the  father's  fortitude :  but  such 
moments,"  said  Captain  Sowerby,  "are 
really  the  tests  of  virtue :  the  ordinary 
adversities  of  life  are  insufficient  to  show 
it  in  its  genuine  lustre  ;  or  prove  how 
potent,  how  beautiful  it  is^  or  indeed  to 
•  convince  us,  that  there  exists  no  force  by 
which  it  can  be  subdued. 

''  If  I  cannot  find  words  adequate  to 
a  description  of  the  great  and  sudden 
wretchedness  which  filled  this,  till  now, 
happy  an^  honourable  family,  it  is  still 
less  in  my  power  to  picture  the  despair 
of  the  tender  and  unfortunate  Agnes. 

"  The  legal  inquiry  which  followed, 
was  short  :  on  his  own  confession,, 
strengthened  by  corresponding  circum- 
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stancesVthe  young  man  was  convicted  of 
the  murder,  and  in  public  received  tHe 
sentence  of  death  from  his  father  ! 

"  No  sooner  vras  this  known  to  the 
populace,  than  they  surrounded  the 
place  of  the  criminal's  confinement;  and 
at  iirst  were  contented  with  expressing 
their  dissatisfaction  by  murmurs  of  re- 
gret, and  expostulations  with  th^  guards;, 
but  by  degrees  they  became  tumultu- 
ous, and  were  preverxted  only  by  the 
military  force  from  attacking  the  prison 
and  pulling  down  the  magistrate's  house: 
and  their  disorder  was  increased  by  un- 
derstanding that  the  prisoner  was  now 
desirous  of  being  rescued :  which  in 
some  measure  was  true ;  for  as  his  mad- 
ness subsided,  his  love  returned.  The 
thought  of  for  ever  parting  from  the  ob- 
ject  of  his   affections  was  intolerable; 
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and  he  began  to  see  of  wiiat  value  the 
gift  of  existence  was,  of  which  his  re- 
morseless hand  had  deprived  an  un- 
offending stranger. 

"  By  strenuous  exertions,  the  people 
were  for  the  present  dispersed  ;;  and  even 
hints  were  conveyed  to  them  that  mercy 
would  be  extended  to  the  prisoner.  But 
whatever  the  inward  struggles  of  the 
father  and  the  man  might  have  been, 
the  firmness  of  the  patriot  was  unshaken. 
He  was  not  to  be  wrought  upon,  either 
by  the  dread  of  popular  clamour;  the 
odium  that  would  attach  to  his  name; 
the  prayers  and  tears  of  his  kneeling 
family  ;  the  undescribable  despair  of  the 
hapless  young  lady;  or,  harder  to  with- 
stand than  all  these — the  yearnings  of  a 
paternal  breast :  but,  with  magnanimity 
that   would   have   done    credit    to  the 
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sternest  hero  of  Greece  or  Rome:,  he 
himself  descended  at  night  to  the  .  dun- 
geon where  his  son  lay,  for  the  double 
and  direful  purpose  of  announcing  to 
him  that  his  sentence  was  to  be  exe- 
cuted on  the  foUo^ving  morning,  and  of 
watching  with  him  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  his  escape. 

"  One  can  hardly  fancy  any  thing 
more  appaling  than  such  a  vigil  as  this. 
He  entered,  holding  a  lamp,  and  ac- 
companied by  a  priest  (from  whom  the 
account  was  received) ;  and  locking  the 
grate,  kept  fait  the  keys  in  his  hand,  and 
seated  himself  in  a  recess  of  the  wall. 
His  son  drew  near  him,  and  with  a  fal- 
tering tongue  asked  if  he  had  any  thing 
to  hope:  he  answered  him — *  No,  my 
^  son  :  your  life  is  forfeited  to  the  laws, 
^  and  at  sun-rise  you  must  die.     I  have 
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*  prayed  for  your  prosperity  t  that  is  at 

*  an  end  ;  with  the  world  you  have  done 
'  for  ever;  and  I  am  now  come  to  join 
•this  good  man  in  petitioning  God  to 

*  give  yoa  such  composure  as  will  ena- 
'  ble  you  to  meet  your  punishment  with 

*  resignation.'  And  then,  as  if  fearful 
of  relapsing  into  his  natural  softness, 
and  of  forgetting  the  great  duty  he  had 
imposed  on  himself,  he  requested  the 
priest  to  proceed  5  and  they  knelt  to*- 
gether. 

"  The  young  man's  native  spirit 
seemed  gradually  to  be  restored  to  him: 
he  joined  fervently  in  prayer;  sighed 
heavily  from  time  to  time ;  but  spoke  of 
life  and  its  concerns  no  more.  And  thus, 
with  intervals  of  silence,  the  w^oful  night 
passed  over.  sa  ^M.iwo^^*; 

^*  It  w^as  scarcely  day,  when  the  ex,-- 
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pected  summons  to  prepare  was  given 
by  the  guard  without.  The  father  rose, 
and  assisted  to  remove  the  irons  which 
still  bound  his  unfortunate  son ;  then 
unlocking  the  door,  he  ordered  him  to 
stand  between  the  priest  and  himself, 
and  lean  upon  an  arm  of  each :  and  in 
this  manner  they  ascended  a  flight  of 
steps  lined  with  soldiers,  and  were  pass- 
ing on  to  gain  the  street,  where  a  strong 
escort  had  been  appointed  to  receive 
and  go  along  with  them  to  the  usual 
place  of  punishment,  at  the  extremity 
of  the  town* 

"  The  concluding  scene  of  the  fa- 
therms  struggles  and  the  son's  misery  was, 
it  might  be  supposed,  now  very  nigh : 
but  a  trial  more  severe  yet  awaited 
them ;  aitid  the  unparallelled  firmness  of 
the-  former  wa^'  to  uhderGro  a  stilt  fur-' 
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ther  proof.  Prodigious  crowds  had  ga- 
thered, and  were  loud  'lA  their  outcries 
for  mercy;  threatening,  if  not  complied 
with,  instant  destruction  to  the  magis- 
trate. In  vain  did>  he  exhort  them  to 
preserve  tranquillity,  and  suffer  the  law 
to  take  its  course:  the  soldiers  them- 
selves were  melted  by  the  circumstances 
of  this  most  pitiable  case ;  and  no  longer 
able,  or  willing,  to  do  their  duty,  per- 
mitted the  populace  to  approach  the 
house,  and  to  continue  their  well-meant 
but  unlawful  opposition.  To  attempt 
now  to  pass  through  them  was  hopeless; 
but  having  v/ithstood  their  tears  and 
prayers,  and  the  stronger  appeal  of  his 
own  affections,  this  virtuous,  unhappy, 
and  resolute  father  determined  not  to 
yield  from  a  motive  of  personal  fear, 
but  by  one   desperate   and   incredible 
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effort  ta  perform  the  horrid  sacrifice 
which  he  had  vowed  to  pay  on  the  altar 
of  justice;  and  if  he  fell,  to  fall  as  be- 
came a  man  —  not  to  be  compelled  to 
prefer  the  advantage  of  an  individual  to 
the  rights  of  his  country. 

*'  It  is  probable  he  was  prepared  for 
this  extremity;  for  turning  back,  and 
still  keeping  hold  of  his  son,  he  mounted 
hy  some  winding  stairs  within  the  build- 
ing, and  which  led  to  an  arched  window 
that  overlooked  the  street.  He  there 
presented  himself  and  his  victim,  about 
whose  neck  he  had  fastened  the  rope 
which  had  bound  him ;  and  securing  the 
other  end  in  an  iron  projecting  from  the 
wall,  he  embraced  the  wretched  Walter 
"■^and  launched  him  into  eternity. 

"  Expecting  instant  death  from  the 
fury  of  the  rabble,  he  retained  his  situa- 
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tion:  but  tiiis  act  of  greatness  awed 
them  :  they  stood  fixed  in  amazement : 
a  sentiment  of  admiration  and  sorrow 
united,  alone  prevailed ;  and  when  aW 
was  over,  they  slowly  and  peaceably 
retired  i  —  so  wondrous  is  the  influence 
of  a  lofty  and  daring  mind. 

"  The  innocent  cause  of  this  lament- 
able tragedy  is  said  to  have  died  of 
grief,  and  the  father  of  her  lover  to  have 
secluded  himself  for  the  remainder  of 
his  days ;  never  having  been  seen  again> 
except  by  his  mourning  family. 

"  The  house  of  this  magistrate  still 
exists;  and  the  memorable  window  is 
distinguished  by  a  representation  in  stone 
of  a  human  skull  and  two  bones  crossed 
beneath  it:  put  up,  it  is  supposed,  as 
a  public  memorial  of  the  transaction^ 
about  the  time  when  it  occurred.-    '     '^ 
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"  Admitting,"  said  Captain  Sowerby, 
"  the  facts  to  be  as  they  are  stated,  the 
story  is  si|pular,  and  the  lesson  it  af- 
fords not  to  be  despised.'* 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

Which  immediately  follows  the  foregoing. 

The  condescension  of  the  captain  to- 
wards me,  though  it  increased,  was  be- 
come more  agreeable  to  me  than  I  had 
found  it  on  our  first  acquaintance;  the 
weather  continued  favourable;  and  we 
had  been  now  on  our  voyage  several 
days  without  sickness,  accident,  or  dis- 
agreement of  any  kind  on  board ;  when 
early  one  morning,  whilst  I  lay  in  my 
cot  revolving  the  past  and  guessiiig  at 
the   future,  I  heard  an  unusual  noise 
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and  bustle  around  me.  I  turned-out^ 
according  to  the  sea  phrase,  directly, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  went  on  deck, 
where  I  learned  the  cause  of  my  alarm : 
every  one  was  in  motion;  several  sail 
had  been  descried  at  no  great  distance, 
and  little  doubt  existed  of  their  being 
enemies.  In  about  an  hour  more  our 
suspense  was  at  an  end ;  for  the  head- 
most ship  was  near  enough  to  make  us 
certain  that  she  was  French,  and  at  least 
of  equal  force  with  the  Medusa:  she 
was  followed  by  many  others ;  and  now, 
since  it  was  not  possible  for  us  to  fight 
with  any  chance  of  success,  it  became 
necessary  either  to  surrender  or  try  and 
escape  the  pursuit. 

A  council  was  immediately  called, 
and  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  that 
on  this  occasion  discretion  zvas  the  better 
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part  of  valour;  and  without  any  men- 
tion being  made  of  Sir  John  Falstaff,  the 
witty  knight's  maxim  was  adopted; — 
our  course  was  altered,  and  after  a  chase 
oS  six  hours,  during  which  many  shots 
were  fired  at  us,  but  without  injury,  we 
got  completely  clear  of  the  foe. 

Hardly  however  were  we  convinced 
(yf  our  safety  from  one  danger,  when  we 
were  menaced  with  another  still  more 
formidable :  suddenly  the  sky  was  over- 
cast ',  the  fresh  breeze  that  had  hitherto 
favoured  us,  swelled  to  a  tempest,  and 
the  heaving  ocean  into  billows  that  ac- 
tually appeared  mountain-high.  We 
were  separated  from  our  merchantmen, 
and  for  two  days  were  obliged  to  run 
before  the  gale,  which  the  oldest  seaman 
on  board  allowed  to  be  tremendous. 

Towards  the  morning  of  the  third, 
E  2 
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various  matters,  deranged  by  the  storm, 
were  put  to  rights s  the  people  got  re- 
freshment; and  all  again  being  calm, 
we  congratulated  ourselves  on  the  change 
from  bad  to  good,  and  indeed  showed 
our  sense  in  doing  this  without  delay ; 
because  just  as  we  had  agreed  that  no 
ship's  crew  was  ever  more  fortunate,  a 
circumstance  occurred  which  rendered 
that  rather  a  dubious  point;  and  this 
was,  our  finding  ourselves  almost  within 
gun-shot  of  two  French  men-of-war, 
each  of  equal  force  with  us,  and  bearing 
down  to  attack  us.  Battle  was  now 
inevitable,  and  victory  very  unlikely; 
and  doubtless  Captain  Sowerby  was  a 
man  of  too  much  discernment  not  to 
think  so;  but  his  spirit  also  was  too 
high  to  let  this  opinion  be  known. 

On  the  contrary,  he  issued  the  lie- 
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cessary  orders,  not  merely  with  coolness, 
but  cheerfulness :  the  ship  was  cleared 
for  action  -,  every  one  w^ent  to  his  sta- 
tion, and  I  to  the  place  allotted  to  the 
surgeons  j  wherein,  though  I  could  be 
of  little  U2e,  I  should  less  encumber 
others  than  by  remaining  on  deck.  As 
I  went  below,  I  thought  of  Roderick 
Random  on  a  like  occasion  ^  but  the 
author  of  that  admirable  work  could  do 
with  his  hero  what  he  pleased,  and  has 
therefore  qualified  him  with  a  medical 
education  :  in  life  things  do  not  fall  out 
quite  so  apropos ;  and  I  found  myself  at 
leisure  to  indulge  in  reflexion,  and  the 
only  being,  amongst  six  hundred  of  my 
fellow-creattires,  totally  incapable  of  as- 
sisting the  common  cause :  a  discovery 
which  somewhat  embarrassed  me,  as  I 
felt  awkward  in  being  thus  forced  to 
e3 
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make  use  of  my  reason  when  all  around 
me  seemed  toliavelost  theirs^ 

I  however  went  down  to  the  cock^ 
pit^  and  had  just  arrived  in  those  dismal 
regions,  when  I  could  feel  the  huge 
frame  of  the  vessel  tremble,  and  heard 
the  thunder  roll  on  every  side.  Each 
moment  the  hideous  din  increased;  arid 
the  figures  that  soon  presented  them- 
selves for  aid  to  the  doctor  and  his 
mates,  deformed  with  wounds  and  black- 
ened with  smoke,  were  proofs  of  the 
bloody  work  that  was  doing  above. 

Now,  a  few  moments  of  silence  were 
succeeded  by  redoubled  discharges  of 
cannon :  again  a  pause,  and  again  the 
dreadful  peal,  accompanied  by  oaths 
and  shouts  and  groans.  In  short,  the 
hell  of  the  heathen,  with  all  its  imagina- 
ry horrors,  has  in  it  nothing  so  horrible 
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as  this  scene  exhibited;  nor  can  they 
who  have  not  witnessed  it,  and  witness- 
ed it  as  I  did,  form  a  just  conception  of 
any  thing  more  shocking,  or  more  un- 
suitable to  beings  styling  themselves  ra- 
tional  and  human. 

The  frightful  detail  may  I  dare  say 
be  found  in  the  public  papers  of  that 
day,  to  which  I  refer  the  curious,  con- 
tenting myself  with  a  brief  notice  of  one 
of  those  transactions  which  are  so  often 
read  and  talked  of  by  the  coffeehouse 
lounger,  and  the  enervated,  and  I  hope 
unthinking,  male  and  female  votary  of 
fashion,  not  with  indifference  •—  that 
would  be  comparatively  decent  —  but 
with  pleasure:  the  doleful  narrative 
whets  the  appetite  for  carnage  and  for 
breakfast:  a  duel  is  flat,  and  a  murder 
insipid,  to  a  sea-fight :  and  such  a  com- 
e4 
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bat  as  I  have  mentionecl.  affords  only 
the  tenth  of  the  delight  derived  from  an 
engagement  between  the  two  grand 
fleets;  especially  when,  with  a  prepos- 
terous application  of  politeness  and 
courtly  breeding,  the  whole  concludes 
with — "I  have  the  honour  to  forward 
a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
several  ships/'  &c. — Proh  pudor  ! 

After  two  hours  of  obstinate  and  san- 
guinary conflict,  our  good  ship  was, 
alas !  taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy ; 
but,  to  judge  from  what  I  saw  on  being 
ordered  to  go  on  deck,  she  was  not  a 
very  valuable  prize :  her  sides  were  al- 
most laid  open ;  her  decks  torn  up ;  her 
rigging  hanging  in  useless  strings;  the 
sails  full  of  shot-holes ;  and  half  of  the 
crew  and  two  thirds  of  the  officers  dis^* 
abled  or  slain. 
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Each  of  the  French  ships  had  suffer- 
ed equally;  and  the  gallant  resistance 
whtch  Sowerby  liiade,  procured  him 
and  his  people  very  respectful  treat- 
ment :  the  latter  were  distributed  va- 
riously  on  board  the  three  vessels ;  and 
I  was  allowed  to  attend  the  captain, 
who  was  permitted,  with  several  of  his 
officers,  to  remain  in  the  Medusa;  but 
carefully  watched,  so  as  to  prevent  any 
private  conversations  with  one  another. 
I  was  thus  hindered  from  paying  the  at- 
tention I  owed  to  Sowerby,  and  was 
now  particularly  anxious  to  show  him  : 
not  that  I  had  the  most  distant,  idea  of 
offering  him  consolation,  as  it  is  usually 
called — no  one  could  require  it  less; 
and  it  was  as  impossible  to  have  pitied  as 
not  to  have  admired  him.  It  seemed  in- 
deed, as  has  been  said  of  some  one  else^ 
E5 
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that  adversity  was  his  shining  time.  He 
was  neither  depressed  nor  rendered  mo^ 
rose  by  his  change  of  fortune;  but  talk- 
ed with  his  captors,  speaking  French  as 
fluently  as  they  did  ;  said  something 
gracious  to  each  of  his  own  lieutenants; 
and  kindly  spoke  to  me  of  our  miscar- 
riage, and  so  much  with  an  appearance 
of  sincerity,  as  to  persuade  me,  that,  had 
our  design  of  going  to  the  West  Indies 
succeeded,  he  would  have  essentially  be- 
friended me. 

He  also  took  occasion  to  praise  my 
equanimity  under  the  reverse  we  had 
suffered  :  but  I  must  ingenuously  de- 
clare I  have  no  title  to  the  compliment: 
my  mind  had  become  familiar  with  dis- 
appointment ;  and  as  my  hopes  had  not 
been  raised  very  high,  their  being  defeat- 
ed gave  me  little  concern. 
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In  many  instances,  the  early  and  ex- 
cellent advice  of  honest  Gay,  Flaybot- 
tom's  assistant,  had  been  of  great  advan- 
tage to  me^  and  by  his  encouragement  I 
had,  amongst  other  attainments,  acquir- 
ed such  knowledge  of  French  as  to  read 
it  critically,  and  perfectly  to  understand 
whatever  was  said,  though,  from  want  of 
habit,  I  spoke  it  badly. 

While  sitting  at  table  with  the 
French  officers,  they  perceived  that  I 
comprehended  their  discourse;  and  one 
of  them  asked  me  if  1  spoke  the  lan- 
guage; I  answered  no;  and  from  that 
moment  I  thought  I  observed  something 
mysterious  in  their  behaviour  towards 
me;  as  they  neither  addressed  them- 
selves to  me  again,  nor  even  spoke  toge- 
ther in  my  hearing ;  though  they  often; 
fixed  their  eyes  on  me  in  a  very  re- 
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markable  manner;  and  two  or  tliree 
times,  having  done  this,  went  apart,  as 
if  to  speak  of  me. 

I  cannot  say  that  this,  though  it  ex- 
cited my  curiosity,  created  me  much  un- 
easiness; and  I  believe  I  should  not  have 
noticed  the  circumstance,  but  for  ano* 
ther  alteration  which  accompanied  it; 
and  this  was,  that  whichever  way  I 
chanced  to  move,  I  observed  an  old  sea- 
man, with  pistols  in  his  belt  and  a  cut- 
lass hanging  at  his  side,  still  following 
me :  he  was  near  me  when  I  went  below 
at  night  to  my  hammock,  and  always  the 
first  person  I  beheld  when  I  woke.  This 
was  enigmatical  and  alarming;  and  I 
determined  to  communicate  my  obser- 
vations to  Captain  Sowerby,  or  some  of 
his  officers  ;  and  was  pre  /eated  only  by 
tvhat  I  thought  an  accidental  want  of 
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opportunity,  but  which  was   certainly 
designed,  as  the  sequel  will  prove. 

At  night  the  prisoners  were  carefully 
separated,  and  unremittingly  watched; 
and  during  the  day  it  was  impossible  to 
enjoy  one  quiet  or  serious  moment:  we 
were  greatly  crowded  on  board;  and 
though,  as  the  weather  was  good,  they 
had  but  little  to  do,  these  volatile  and 
noisy  people  were  continually  in  mo- 
tion, and  seemed  indefatigable  in  danc- 
ing the  **  Carmagnole,"  and  singing  the 
Marseillois  Hymn  in  chorus:  while,  un- 
der pretence  of  paying  respect  to  the 
captive  commander  and  his  friends,  poor 
Sovverby,  each  of  the  British  officers, 
and  myself,  were  perpetually  encircled 
by  four  or  five  and  twenty  of  the  mercu- 
rial gentry  into  whose  hands  we  had 
fallen. 
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Immediately  after  the  action  thej 
had  avowed  their  intention  of  steering 
for  the  nearest  Frendi  port;  and  in  a 
few  days  we  made  the  harbour  of  L'O- 
rient 

On  entering  this  place,  their  vigi- 
lance respecting  me  was  doubled :  I  fan- 
cied that  they  regarded  no  one  else ;  and 
had  only  time  allowed  me  to  bid  a  hasty 
farewel  to  my  commander  and  my  com- 
panions, when  I  was  put  into  a  boat  that 
lay  along-sid€,  under  the  care  of  a  party 
of  marines  and  two  officers  from  the 
ship,  and  thus  hurried  on  shore. 

It  may  easily  be  supposed  that  I 
could  have  dispensed  with  these  honours, 
and  that  I  felt  far  from  tranquil  in  my 
present  situation.  My  perplexity  in- 
deed was  so  considerable  as  totally  to 
banish  from  my  memory  every  particle 
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of  my  French  vocabulary,  and  render 
me  incapable  of  asking  the  only  ques- 
tion I  wished  to  have  answered, — ^name- 
ly, what  the  meaning  of  all  this  was. 

Had  I  interrogated  the  boat's  cre^^v 
it  would  probably  have  been  to  no  pur- 
pose :  both  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors 
vied  with  each  other  in  cries  of  t;zVe  la 
natio7ij  and  in  vociferating  the  burden 
of  a  favourite  song,  "  plutot  la  mort  que 
Vesclavage^^  until  we  reached  the  land; 
on  which  we  had  hardly  room  to  place 
our  feet,,  so  thronged  was  every  part  of 
the  shore  with  multitudes  of  curious  and 
repicing  spectators. 

The  air  was  rent  with  huzzas,  and 
triumph  sparkled  in  every  eye:  novelty 
is  never  without  its  charms^  with  the 
French  it  is  particularly  attractive ^  and 
there  was  something  so  perfectly  new  t^ 
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them  in  tiie  capture  of  an  English  man- 
of-war,  that  their  exultation  was  par- 
donable. 

What  surprised  me  more  was,  that 
at  such  a  moment,  instead  of  being  ©ter- 
looked,  I  was  universally  noticed,  and 
pointed  at  by  hundreds  as  I  proceeded^ 
like  an  eastern  bashaw,  environed  by  my 
guards,  to  the  town-house.  J  was  there 
placed  in  an  apartment,  whilst  the  offi- 
cers  left  me,  locking  the  door  and  post- 
ing sentinels  without. 

In  about  an  hour,  two  strange  offi- 
cers entered,  preceded  by  a  magistrate 
with  a  red  bonnet  on  his  head  and  a 
scarf  across  his  shoulders;  and  followed 
by  a  fellow  bearing  a  large  flat  wicker 
basket,  which  he  set  down,  and  opening, 
displayed  the  several  articles  for  eating 
a   dinner   with,  and    the  dinner   itself 
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This  was  arranged  upon  a  large  marble 
side-table.  One  of  the  officers  motioned 
to  me  to  sit  down;  1  drew  a  chair;  they 
did  the  like;  and  our  meal  was  soon 
finished,  in  profound  silence  on  my  part, 
and  nearly  so  on  theirs;  when,  having 
each  drank  a  tumbler  or  two  of  thin 
wine,  the  citizen  with  the  red  bonnet, 
which  he  had  not  taken  off,  rose,  went  to 
the  door,  and,  saying  something  to  the 
guard,  made  a  sign  to  us  to  advance. 

On  reaching  the  street,  1  perceived, 
with  some  amazement  and  more  appre- 
hension, a  party  of  dragoons  drawn  up 
on  each  side  of  a  carriage,  into  which  I 
was  rather  pushed  than  handed  by  my 
military  messmates,  who  also  got  in,  and 
nodding  roughly  to  the  municipal  chief- 
^in,  who  remained  behind,  the  postil- 
lions, already   mounted,  cracked  their 
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whips,  and  the  dragoons  keeping  up  with 
us,  we  set  off  at  what  even  in  England 
would  have  been  a  swift  pace;  and  in 
this  manner,  changing  horses  and  our 
guard  of  cavalry  frequently,  and  but 
seldom  stopping  even  for  refreshment, 
we  journeyed  the  entire  of  that  and  the 
ensuing  night. 

Confusion  of  mind  and  fatigue  had 
made  me  feverish  ^  I  could  neither  keep 
my  eyes  open  nor  sleep ;  and  had  begun 
to  wish  with  impatience  for  any  termi- 
nation to  this  state  of  inconvenience,  and 
to  sigh  for  freedom  and  famine  in  my 
London  garret,  when  the  unusual  rough- 
ness of  the  road  roused  me ;  and  looking 
up,  I  founds  by  the  twilight  of  a  sum- 
mer's morning,  that  we  were  in  an  im- 
mense long  and  deserted  street.  My 
comrades  were   speaking,   and    one   of 
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them,  looking  at  the  othei;*,  said  aloud, 
as  if  he  intended  that  I  should  under- 
stand him,  "  c'est  la  barriere.''  The 
carriage  stopped  j  one  of  the  officers 
handed  a  paper  to  some  person  who 
stood  near  the  window,  and  who  w^nt 
away  for  a  few  minutes  5  but  returned, 
and  restoring  what  I  conjectured  to  be 
our  passport,  ordered  us  to  drive  on. 

It  was  ftow  scarcely  necessary  for  me 
to  put  a  question,  which  nevertheless  I 
found  both  confidence  and  language 
enough  to  ask;  viz.  whether  we  were 
not  in  Paris.  I  was  rather  amazed,  but 
not  in  the  least  sorry,  to  receive  for  an- 
sv*^er  that  we  were  :  some  subsequent 
events  showed  me  that  I  ought  to  have 
been  sorry,  and  not  astonished ;  but  mor- 
tals are  for  ever  making  mistakes  on 
these  points.     Not  but  there  is  enougU 
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in  this  world  to  make  ns  wonder,  and 
grieve  too ;  only  we  generally  contrive 
to  do  both  in  the  wrong  place. 

We  proceeded  through  many  streets, 
and  were  detained  some  time  in  each  by 
patrols ',  so  that  it  was  broad  day  when 
the  carriage  stopped  in  front  of  a  large 
building  on  one  side  of  a  very  exten- 
sive square  nearly  filled  with  soldiers. 
Morning,  it  may  be  observed,  in  a  city,  is 
a  different  thing  from  what  it  is  in  the 
country]  and  morning  in  Paris  differs 
still  more  widely  from  the  opening  of  a 
rural  day,  than  it  does  even  in  London; 
but  never  had  I  yet  beheld  such  a  morn- 
ing scene  as  I  saw  now !  On  which- 
ever side  I  turned  my  eyes,  the  rays  of 
the  sun  seemed  to  me  to  light  on  no- 
thing but  arms:  in  every  face  there  was 
eagerness ]  in  every  hat  or  cap  a  tri-co- 
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loured  cockade;  in  every  hand  a  wea- 
pon :  and  all  the  shop^  were  shut,  though 
their  owners  must  have  been  up  and 
abroad. 

While  lost  in  conjecture,  I  was  suffer- 
ed to  stand  about  ten  minutes  in  a  cir- 
cle of  national  guards,  without  the  com- 
pany of  my  fellow-travellers,  who  had, 
I  suppose,  given  me  in  charge  to  the 
soldiers.  They  presently  re-appeared, 
and  conducted  me  into  an  apartment  on 
the  ground-floor  of  this  barrack  or  pub- 
lic office,  where  they  desired  me  to  re- 
pose myself — a  hint  they  had  no  occa- 
sion to  repeat :  I  stretched  myself  on  a 
black-leather  sofa  in  the  room,  and, 
overpo^rered  by  weariness  and  vexa- 
tion, instantly  dropped  asleep. 

Had  it  depended  on  me,  I  should 
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probably  have  continued  sleeping  for 
the  remainder  of  that  day ;  but  when  1 
had  lain  above  an  hour,  I  was  under  the 
necessity  of  giving  up  that  recreation  for 
one  of  another  kind,  being  disturbed  by 
a  violent  noise;  to  account  for  which  I 
need  only  mention,  that  in  my  room 
there  w^ere  about  three  score  Frenchmen ; 
and  outside  of  it,  perhaps  twelve  drums 
beating  and  as  many  fifes  playing  fa  ira, 
all  at  once. 

Amongst  the  attendants  on  my  levee^ 
I  discerned  five  or  six  with  each  a  scarf 
similar  to  that  w^orn  by  the  municipal 
officer  at  L*Orient.  One  of  these  desir- 
ed me  to  rise  and  go  with  him :  I  rose 
accordingly,  and  followed  him  into  a 
spacious  hall  thronged  with  soldiers, 
who  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  and 
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allowed  me  to  perceive  three  men  seated 
at  a  long  table,  on  which  were  scattered 
sabres,  pistols,  and  bundles  of  papers. 
And  now  all  I  had  ever  heard  of  the  Re- 
volutionary Tribunal  recurred  to  me; 
for  I  concluded  myself  brought  before 
it;  and  knowing  that  its  members  were 
rather  in  the  habit  of  ordering  prisoners 
to  execution  without  the  ceremony  of  a 
a  trial,  I  took  it  for  granted  that  my  time 
was  come,  and  that  the  smallest  recom- 
pense my  captors  couM  expect  for  their 
trouble  on  my  account,  would  be  to  cut 
off  my  head. 

It  may  be  thought  a  proof  of  vanity 
and  presumption  in  me  to  imagine  my- 
self entitled  to  such  a  compliment;  but 
a  much  higher  one  was  intended  for  me, 
as  will  presently  be  seen.  Previously, 
however,  let  me  try  to  describe  the  ap- 
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pearance  of  the  three  dispensers  of  jus- 
tice in  whose  presence  I  stood. 

Two  of  them  were  young  men;  the 
other,  who  sat  in  the  centre^,  middle- 
aged  ',  and  all  were  attired  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  etiquette  of  a  Jacobin 
toilette;  whereof  I  presume  soap  was 
not  an  article,  as  they  none  of  them 
seemed  to  have  been  ever  either  washed 
or  shaved.  Their  secretary,  on  the  con- 
trary, who  sat  at  one  extremity  of  the 
table,  was  quite  of  a  different  stamp — 
a  sleek,  fair,  cleanly  man,  with  light 
hair;  dressed  in  black,  and  wearing  a 
rich  topaz  ring ;  but  his  eye  was  sleepy 
and  treacherous  (as  French  eyes  often 
are);  and  his  pale  steady  countenance 
would  have  told  the  wretch  whose  life 
depended  on  him,  not  to  hope  for  mercy 
or  pity  at  his  hands.     Whereas  thefero- 
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city  of  his  employers  resided  rather  in 
their  dirty  beards  and  greasy  clothes, 
than  in  their  physiognomies. 

The  chief  of  them,  commanding 
silence,  ordered  that  my  charge,  which 
I  found  had  been  prepared,  should  be 
read,  whilst  I  was  bid  to  attend  but  not 
to  speak. 

Fortunately  I  was  not  prohibited 
from  laughing,  because  it  was  out  of  my 
power  to  refrain,  when  I  heard  myself 
formally  indited  as  a  member  of —  the 
royal  family  of  France !  Of  which  of 
the  emigrant  princes  I  was  the  represen- 
tative, I  cannot  at  present  say ;  but  I 
believe  there  is  no  instance  on  record  of 
any  potentate  or  grandee  so  speedily 
deprived  of  his  title  after  coming  into 
possession,  as  I  was :  in  truth,  so  evanes- 
cent were  my  honours,  that  one  quarter 
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of  an  hour  sufficed  to  metamorphose  my 
highness  into  a  barbarous  English  sea- 
man, cover  with  confusion  my  sagacious 
prosecutors,  and  make  the  hall  resound 
with  the  merriment  of  the  judges  at 
their  expense. 

Being  ignorant  of  the  punishment 
awarded  by  the  law  for  such  a  crime  as 
not  being  a  prince,  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  say  exactly  what  might  now  have 
been  my  fate,  and,  in  its  stead,  must 
therefore  relate  what  it  was. 

In  the  midst  of  the  laughter  and  tu- 
mult of  which  I  was  the  innocent  cause, 
theory  of  "  aux  armes^^  arose  without, 
accompanied  by  the  beating  of  drums 
and  the  ringing  of  the  tocsin.  Dismay 
and  uproar  ensued ;  in  an  instant  I  was 
alone,  and  at  liberty  to  shift  for  myself: 
nor  have  1  always  done  that  so  success- 
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though  I  walked  into  the  square  in  want 
of  rest,  society,  and  lodging,  I  contrived 
in  less  than  three  minutes,  without  any 
effort  or  expense  on  my  part,  to  provide 
myself  with  these  requisites; — certainly 
not  in  a  manner  the  most  eligible ;  but 
gentlemen  who  travel  into  foreign  realms 
under  my  circumstances,  ought  not  to 
be  over-nice.  Thus  it  was :  I  had  hard- 
ly walked  ten  paces  from  the  door, 
when  a  civil  man,  in  the  uniform  of  a 
grenadier  of  the  national  guards,  with  a 
firelock  in  his  hand,  very  obligingly  in- 
serted the  point  of  his  bayonet  into  the 
small  of  my  back,  and  laying  hold  of 
my  arm,  dragged  me  across  the  square^ 
and  thrust  me,  along  with  several  more, 
into  what  had  been  a  place  of  divine 
f2I 
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worship,  and  was  at  present  used  for  a 
prison. 

Here  there  were  at  least  eighty  , 
other  persons ;  some  extended  on  heaps 
of  straw;  othersj  but  newly  arrived, 
standing  aghast  and  wonder-struck; 
sonie  seated  on  the  marble  pavement, 
conversing  together ;  some  singing,  and 
some  drawing  caricatures  on  tl^  walls 
with  charcoal. 

In  a  corner  lay  a  thin  old  man,  dress- 
ed in  grey  clothes ;  his  head  not  so 
much  covered  as  ornamented  with  a  few 
silver  locks,  and  his  countenance,  which 
was  the  very  emblem  of  meekness,  illu- 
minated by  a  strong  light,  which  fell  on 
it  from  a  painted  window  opposite  to 
tim. 

His  figure  caught  my  attention  irre- 
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sistlbly ;  and  I  looked  the  more  stedfast- 
ly  at  him,  as  I  supposed  him  wr-a|>t  in 
thought,  and  regardless,  not  only  of  me, 
but  of  the  world.  His  eyes  were  fixed 
on  a  small  agate  cross,  which  he  held 
before  him;  but  on  ray  moving,  he 
raised  his  head,  replaced  the  object  of  his 
contemplation  in  his  bosom,  and  with 
an  expression  more  inviting  than  a 
smile,  seemed  as  if  he  wished  to  make 
room  for  me  by  his  side,  and  to  per- 
ceive that  I  stood  in  need  of  rest. 

Sterne  himself  never  translated  tha 
gestures  of  another  with  greater  accu- 
racy than  I  did  his ;  I  approached  him, 
and,  sitting  down,  inclined  my  head  a 
degree  or  two  lower  than  the  angle  of 
courtesy — and,  he  being  also  a  transla- 
tor, this  had  its  proper  effect.  He  spoke 
to  me;    "You  are  fatigued,  my  son^ 
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and  probably  you  are  hungry?"  and 
my  appearance  indeed  authorised  both 
these  surmises.  I  told  him  I  was  more 
in  want  of  rest  than  food ;  my  pronun- 
ciation informing  him  also  that  I  was 
not  a  Frenchman :  he  then  addressed 
me,  I  believe,  in  German ;  but  I  unde- 
ceived him,  and  said  I  was  from  Eng- 
land 3  upon  which>  greatly  to  my  satis- 
faction, he  showed  me  that,  for  a  fo- 
reigner, he  was  well  acquainted  with 
my  native  language :  at  hearing  which 
once  more,  my  heart  bounded,  and  I 
felt  comparatively  happy. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Which  precedes  zvhat  comes  after  it. 

That  an  invitation  to  sit  on  straw,  and 
the  sound  of  a  few  words  in  English, 
should  produce  happiness,  is  not  alto- 
gether in  the  common  course  of  affairs ; 
but  some  allowance  must  be  made  for 
the  feelings  of  a  man,  who,  setting  out 
to  be  a  secretary  in  the  West  Indies,  finds 
himself  in  a  goal  in  France. 

My  hapless   neighbour,  by  his  own 
acknowledgment,  had  a  much  stronger 
claim  to  a  prison  than  I  had :  he  was  a 
f4 
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priest,  and  had  exhorted  his  brethren  to 
charity  and  peace,  and  to  dwell  together 
in  unity,  just  at  that  season  when  dis- 
cord happened  to  be  the  order  of  the 
day. 

When  I  acquainted  him  with  the 
general  circumstances  of  my  story,  he 
expressed  surprise  and  compassion ;  ob- 
serving however,  that  although  their 
enemies  might  deal  hardly  with  him 
and  some  others  of  the  confined,  I  was 
in  no  danger  of  any  thing  worse  than 
what  usually  befals  prisoners  of  war. 
From  further  conversation,  I  learned 
that  during  the  last  two  or  three  days 
above  thirty  persons  had  been  sent  from 
the  place  we  were  then  in,  to  the  scaf- 
fold ;  and  this  solely  in  consequence  of 
party  violence.  According  to  the  good 
old  priest's  account  of  the  existing  pe- 
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riod,  it  was  the  triumph  of  depravity; 
when  to  be  virtuous  was  to  be  guilty; 
and  the  persecutor  alone  was  safe  :  "  In 
short,  my  dear  child^'*  said  he  (a  French- 
man loves  to  jest  on  all  occasions), "  none 
are  sent  to  heaven  by  these  righteous 
tribunals,  except  those  who  least  deserve 
to  go  there.'* 

I  questioned  him  as  to  the  possibi- 
fity  of  escaping  ;  but  this  he  assured  me 
was  utterly  impracticable;  and  rising, 
we  walked  together  up  and  down  the 
aisles  of  the  cathedral  (for  such  it  was 
where  we  were  enclosed),  and  I  per- 
ceived that  it  was  as  strongly  guarded  a§ 
it  could  be;,  that  the  windows  were 
extremely  high,  and  the,  door  leading 
into  the  belfry  made  of  iron,  and  secure^ 
with  chains.  I  now  learned  that  food 
of  the  coarsest  kind  was  brought  in 
¥5 
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twice  a  day,  and  distributed  in  smallpor^ 
lions  to  the  prisoners  by  the  guard,  and 
under  the  inspection  of  a  municipal  offi- 
cer, and  that  the  same  persons  nevei? 
came  a  second  time. 

I  inquired  next  where  I  should  lie 
when  night  approached,  and  Monsieui? 
Marbceuf,  the  name  of  my  companion, 
pointed  out  to  me  the  asylum  he  had 
made  choice  of  for  himself,  which  was  a 
space  between  the  wall  and  a  large  an- 
tique tomb,  on  which  a  grim  and  nose- 
less alabaster  baron,  "  for  ever  silent  and 
for  ever  sad,"  was  kneeling ;  and  where, 
seeing  there  was  room  for  another,  I  de- 
termined also  to  take  up  ray  abode. 

Could  I  have  foreseen  the  event  of 
the  ensuing  day,  I  had  no  need  to  have 
been  so  very  solicitous  about  my  bed- 
chamber. 
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As  we  continued  our  walk,  tJie  great 
door  of  the  church  was  thrown  open,  and 
our  purveyors  entered  with  the  allowance 
of  provision  granted  us  by  the  benevo- 
lence of  the  Nation ;  and  when  I  beheld 
what  my  portion  was,  I  could  not  help  re- 
membering Dyer's  lectures  on  tempe- 
rance. It  was  plain  that  the  great  person- 
ages who  watched  over  us  were  resolved 
none  of  us  should  cheat  the  executioner 
by  dying  of  repletion;  my  share  of  dinner 
amounting  to  about  two  ounces  of  black 
bread,  and  as  many  of  roasted  chesnuts^ 
with  one  pint  of  cold  water:  and  I  su- 
spect that  a  better  speciiic  against  apo- 
plexy has  not  yet  been  thought  of. 

When  the  guards  were  withdrawn 
and  the  doors  closed,  M.  Marboeuf  ob- 
served, that  we  should  not  in  all  proba- 
bility be  again  disturbed  for  the  remainr- 


der  of  the  day,  mid  advised  me  to  lie 
down  and  sl^ep :  I  was  of  the  same  opi- 

;  nion;  biit  first  devoured  my  bread  and 
chesnwts ;  on  which  I  might  be  said  to 
have  ^ined  extremely  well,  if  1  could 
have  subjoined  a  roast  fowl  and  a  bottle 
of  claret  to  the  repast. 

My  preparations  for  going  to  rest 
were  now  intruded  upon  by  the  beating 
of  a  drum*  and  looking  round,  I  saw 
that  the  door  stood  open,  that  several 
officers  were  approaching,  and  that  con- 
sternation was  written  on  the  aspects  of 
my  fellow-captives,  who  had  collected 
together,  and  were  intently  watching 
the  issue  of  this  visit. 

The   purport  of  it  was,  that   each 

'  should  pass  in  review  before  these  mem^ 
bers  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  as  they 
were  called,  and  have  their  names  in- 


109 

scribed  in  a  register  which  one  of  them 
carried.  AVlien  it  came  to  my  turn,  I 
1  pronounced  both  my  christian  and  sur** 
name  distinctly,  and  was  going  to  add 
my  condition,  and  the  sense  I  enter- 
tained of  the  injustice  done  me,  but  was 
desired  to  be  silent  and  stand  out  of  the 
way.  A  person  wearing  a  torn  jacket 
and  ragged  trowsers,  and  who  dines 
upon  chesnuts  in  prison,  must  not  dis~ 
pute  with  members  of  a  committee:  I 
therefore  acquiesced,  and  returned  to 
my  straw,  while  the  rest  dispersed  also^, 
and  our  visitors  left  us. 

Unable  to  account  for  the  alarm 
created  by  their  appearance,  I  question- 
ed the  priest,  who  shook  his  hoary  head, 
and  replied,  that  it  boded  some  of  the 
prisoners  no  good:  "  The  last  occur- 
rence of  the  kind,"  said  he,  "  was  the 
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forerunner  of  death  to  ten  of  our  num- 
ber, who  the  next  morning  were  taken 
hence  and  undoubtedly  sent  from  the 
Place  de  la  Revolution  to  the  other 
world.'*  I  heard  this  ansAver  with  an 
emotion  of  horror  and  pity,  for  the  in- 
jury inflicted  on  one  party  of  men  by 
the  tyranny  of  another;  but,  conscious 
of  not  being  myself  attached  to  either, 
and  in  full  expectation  of  being  short- 
ly set  free,  I  again  extended  myself 
on  my  bed,  and  actually  slept  without 
once  waking  until  the  following  morn- 
ing. 

This  refreshment  was  not  only  neces- 
sary to  recruit  my  exhausted  vigour, 
but  was  exceedingly  well-timed  in  ano- 
ther respect;  as  it  the  better  prepared 
me  to  undergo  a  kind  of  exercise  which 
I  did  not  reckon  upon,  and  for  which  all 
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the  strength  I   could  muster  Vas  not 
more  than  I  required. 

By  day-light,  the  cursed  drum-beat- 
ing gave  the  dreadful  signal;  all  eyes 
were  directed  to  the  door,  as  it  creaked 
dismally  on  its  hinges;  the  guard  ad- 
vanced; the  ministers  of  fate  entered; 
and  one  of  them,  standing  out  from  the 
rest,  began  to  call  over  the  names  on  his 
list;  each  individual,  as  his  was  pro- 
nounced, being  ordered  to  come  for- 
ward. The  melancholy  band  now 
amounted  to  fourteen,  and  the  old  eccle- 
siastic was  not  of  the  number :  pleased 
to  observe  this,  I  looked  towards  him 
with  an  air  of  congratulation,  when  I 
felt  myself  seized,  and,  before  I  could 
well  turn  round,  I  was  shoved  into  the 
lane  made  by  the  soldiers  for  those  al- 
ready selected. 


Expostulation  and  delay  were  equal- 
ly out  of  the  question ;  and  I  scarcely 
knew  what  had  happened,  when  I  saw 
myself  crowded  into  a  long  cart,  with 
my  wretched  companions ;  and  a  fellow 
endeavouring  to  pull  off  my  coat,  which 
he  effected  with  a  dexterity  that  showed 
me  I  was  not  the  subject  of  his  coup-d'es- 
sai  in  stripping  people.  He  lost  as  lit- 
tie  time  in  binding  my  arms  with  a 
cord ;  and,  as  this  master  of  the  ceremo- 
nies had  assistants,  the  others  were  as 
quickly  served  in  the  same  manner;  and 
the  cart  moved  off;  the  guards,  which 
were  very  numerous,  marching  on  either 
side  of  it,  and  thousands  of  the  popu*- 
lace  shouting  and  following  in  our 
train. 

That  I  was  terrified  at  all  this,  I 
shall  not  deny;  but  I  protest,  at  the 
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biime   time,   that   my   amazement    was 
greater  than  my  fears. 

There  are  some  accidents  of  a  nature 
so  strange  and  horrible  as  to  induce  a 
man  to  believe  that  they  cannot  happen 
to  him;  and  of  these,  the  idea  that  I 
should  ever  have  ray  head  cut  off  in  Par 
ris  was  one:  at  least  I  consoled  myself 
with  the  notion  of  its  impossibility  as 
long  as  I  could:  a  few  minutes  however 
put  an  end  to  this  flattering  delusion^ 
and  showed  me  that  the  thing  was  not 
only  perfectly  within  the  limits  of  possi- 
bility, but  a  great  deal  more  than  pro- 
bable 3  indeed,  that  nothing,  except  my 
neck  being  of  an  indivisible  texture, 
now  could  save  me. 

The  fatal  Place  was  in  view,  and  the 
vista  terminated  by  the  guillotine  dress- 
ed in  all  its  terrors.     Great  as  my  con- 
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fusion  was  (and  it  must  be  admitted  1 
was  not  confused  without  reason),  I  yet 
felt  ashamed  to  appear  dismayed  when  I 
observed  the  behaviour  of  my  comrades  : 
they  retorted  the  cries  of  "  vive  la  li- 
berti,''^  which  rose  on  all  sides  from  the 
myriads  that  surrounded  us,  and  em- 
braced each  other  with  rapture;  not 
one  amongst  them  betraying  the  smallest 
symptom  of  cowardice  that  I  could  per- 
ceive, although  I  watched  their  faces, 
from  a  hope  of  discovering  in  them 
something  to  contradict  my  own  sensa- 
tions of  despair,  and  assure  me  that  we 
were  any  where  but  on  the  road  to 
death.  Alas  !  too  certain  was  the  re- 
verse: our  journey  was  finished,  and  the 
cart  had  stopped  at  the  stairs  of  the 
scaffold. 

Very  little  was  wanting  now  to  sa- 
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tisfy  me  that  my  days  were  numbered ; 
my  fate  appeared  inevitable,  and  1  had 
nothing  to  do  but  submit.  This  being 
really  my  first  time  of  acting  the  hero, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  I  should 
have  gone  through  the  part  without  a 
slip  or  two :  I  admit  that  I  had  a  slight 
singing  in  my  ears;  but  I  was  tranquil; 
which  I  dare  say  passed  on  the  specta- 
tors for  calmness,  when  in  fact  it  was  the 
consequence  of  stupor:  and  I  was  si- 
lent, because  I  was  absolutely  unable  to 
speak. 

Whether  vanity  (which  is  said  to  be 
the  last  of  our' vices  that  forsakes  us) 
would  have  carried  me  decently  to  the 
close,  I  cannot  say;  but  I  was  nigh  hav- 
ing the  fairest  opportunity  imaginable 
of  making  the  experiment,  when  the  at- 
tention of  the  multitude,  the  guards,  and 
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the  prisoners  was  alike  attracted  by  the 
approach  of  several  on  horse-back,  who 
rode  violently  towards  us,  calling  out  to 
stop  the  execution  3  and  the  reviving 
words  were  repeated  by  ten  thousand 
tongues.  The  foremost  of  these  messen- 
gers of  glad  tidings  was  a  magistrate, 
who,  with  sensibility  that  did  credit  to  his 
feelings,  wept  with  pleasure  on  finding 
that  he  was  not  too  late. 

He  was  followed  by  a  number  of  ge- 
neral officers  and  their  suites,  at  whose 
head  rode  the  commandant  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  behind  appeared  par- 
ties of  cannoneers  and  a  battalion  of  m* 
fantry;  while  the  vociferations  of  the 
rabble,  who  seemed  to  increase  in  num- 
ber, were  dreadfully  mixed  with  the 
ringing  of  bells,  the  discharges  of  artil- 
lery, and  the  clangor  of  trumpets.     This 
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was,  in  short,  a  day  never  to  be  forgot- 
tenin  the  annals  of  Paris,  or  in  mine; — the 
memorable  one  which  produced  the 
downfal  of  Robespierre,  gave  security 
to  the  National  Convention,  and  life  to 
the  son  of  the  rector  of  Oakley.  Some- 
body else,  however,  must  write  the  me- 
moirs  of  the  French  people,  whilst  I 
proceed  with  my  own. 

The  condemned  were  liberated,  by 
an  order  from  the  president  of  the  Con- 
vention, who  had  issued  directions  for  a 
general  release  of  the  prisoners  confined 
by  the  faction  of  the  Mountain,  as  it  was 
termed;  and  our  arms  being  unbound, 
we  descended  from  the  cart,  amidst  the 
plaudits  and  encouragements  of  those 
worthy  folks  who  had  come  purposely 
to  witness  our  sufferings,  which  would 
probably  have  afforded  them  as  much 
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pleasure,  though  of  a  different  kind,   as 
they  now  seemed  to  have  in  our  escape. 
For  myself,  I   can  declare  with  a  safe 
conscience  that  I  shared  most  fully  in 
the  satisfaction  they  expressed;  and  hav- 
ing resumed  my  jacket,  and  a  fur  cap  I 
had  worn  since  I  had  been  taken  at  sea, 
I  rushed  into  the  thickest  of  the  crowd, 
resolved  not  to  amuse  a  French  mob  on 
a  public  stage  any  more — if  I  could 
help  it;    and  indeed  anxious  to  avoid 
such  inquiries  as  might  convict  me  of  be- 
ing a  foreigner  and  a  prisoner  of  war,  by 
which  I  should,  without  a  doubt,  be  again 
incarcerated;  —  a  fate  I  had  no  inclina- 
tion for;  because,  though  not  quite  so  bad 
as  being  beheaded,  it  is  particularly  irk- 
some to  one  fond  of  breathing  the  fresh 
air. 

This  recreation  I  could  not  be  said 
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to  enjoy  where  I  then  was;  and  therefore 
elbowed  my  way  as  speedily  as  I  could  to 
get  from  amongst  the  throng.  I  suc- 
ceeded in  this  attempt,  though  very  weak 
from  hunger  and  the  agitation  of  my 
mind;  and  gaining  the  steps  of  an  unfi- 
nished building,  near  which  I  did  not 
perceive  any  person  pass,  I  sat  down  to 
collect  myself.  I  leaned  my  head  against 
a  pillar  of  the  portico  that  rose  above 
me,  and  had  rested  perhaps  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  when  the  report  of  a  cannon, 
which  I  imagined  close  to  my  shoulder, 
made  me  start. 

I  instinctively  ran  upthe  steps,  and 
then  observr'ng  a  ladder,  left  I  suppose 
by  workmen  employed  on  the  edifice,  I 
climbed  to  ihe  top,  and  saw  myself  at 
a  height  of  above  forty  feet  from  the 
ground,  and   so   situated,  that,  secure 
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from   detection,  I   could    command  » 
survey  of  the  square  beneath,  and  many 
of  the  adjoining  streets. 

If  saving  such  a  life  as  mine  can  be 
thought  fortunate,  I  may  consider  the 
discovery  of  this  retreat  just  then  as  a 
very  lucky  one.  To  prevent  any  other 
person  taking  a  similar  advantage,  I  had 
sufficient  presence  of  mind  to  draw  up 
the  ladder^  a  matter  not  effected  with- 
out great  labour;  but  at  last  I  did  get 
it  up,  and  next  proceeded  to  recon- 
noitre. But  the  spectacle  which  pre- 
sented itself  to  me  was  beyond  measure 
terrific,  and  would  elsewhere,  or  in  other 
times,  have  been  as  unexpected  as  it 
was  frightful:  here,  on  the  contrary, 
commotions  were  hourly,  and  1  was  at 
no  loss  to  comprehend  the  probable 
cause  of  the  Itodeous  disturbance  below ; 
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attributing  it,  and  my  cohjecture  was 
just,  to  a  last  and  desperate  effort  of  the 
partisans  of  anarchy. 

The  deposed  and  proscribed  leaders 
of  the  Jacobin  conspiracy,  having  as- 
sembled some  troops  still  faithful  to 
them,  and  an  immense  body  of  the 
lowest  classes  of  the  people,  had  at- 
tempted to  make  a  stand  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  square";  but  being  overpowered, 
were  at  the  moment  of  my  looking 
down  entering  it,  together  with  their 
pursuers,  and  falling  in  heaps  all  around. 
The  affair  was  no  longer  a  conflict,  but 
a  butchery;  and  multitudes  were  cut 
down,  though  disarmed.  Some  of  the 
fugitives  ran  towards  the  building  of 
which  I  was  as  yet  the  sole  inmate; 
but  being  observed,  were  fired  upon, 
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just  iis  they  reached  it^  and  one  of 
these  was  even  on  the  uppermost  step, 
when,  struck  by  a  ball,  he  fell  dead  io 
my  sight. 

The  destruction  of  such  as  sought 
refuge  here,  was  a  lucky  circumstance 
for  me,  though  not  for  those  who  were 
defeated ;  for  it  induced  others  to  direct 
their  flight  elsewhere,  and  saved  me 
from  the  peril  to  which  1  must  have 
been  exposed  had  the  victors  followed 
them  towards  the  place  of  my  conceal- 
ment :  but  they  were  otherwise  employ- 
ed, some  in  making  prisoners,  and  some 
in  pillaging  the  slain. 

While  all  this  was  going  forward, 
my  consternation  may  be  more  easily 
conceived  than  described :  I  could  not 
have  made  any  defence  against  an  ene- 
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my,  nor  entertain  a  hope  of  escaiping  hy 
the  swiftness  of  my  legs,  as  I  was  so 
much  weakened  by  long  fasting  that  I 
was  scarcely  able  to  stand  without  sup- 
porting myself. 

By  degrees,  quiet  was  restored  in 
this  quarter  of  the  city;  and  so  com- 
pletely, that  I  believe  I  was  soon  al- 
most its  only  living  inhabitant :  yet  I 
want  language  to  express  the  feeling  of 
horror  with  which  this  observation  in- 
spired me :  "  a  deatti-like  silence  and 
a  dread  repose"  sat  on  every  object 
around  me;  and  a  bright  sun-shine, 
with  gay  and  exhilarating  beams,  seem- 
ed to  mock  by  its  splendor  the  dismal 
scene  beneath,  which  presented  a  vast 
area  strewed  with  carcasses,  and  shops 
and  palaces  alike  deserted  and  desolate. 
g2 


In  contrast  with  tliis  partial  tranquil- 
lity, came  faintly  on  the  breeze  the 
pealing  of  the  distant  tocsin,  and  the 
frequent  roar  of  an  agitated  populace. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Will  please  those  zvho  like  it. 

Hunger  was  now  so  pressinig,  that  I 
had  nearly  decided  on  venturing  down^ 
though  destitute  of  any  means  of  ap- 
peasing my  appetite,  and  almost  certain 
of  losing  my  life  during  such  a  period 
of  confusion ;  but  timidity,  which  I  then 
called  prudence,  suggested  a  different 
plan,  and  determined  me  to  remain 
where  I  was.  A  very  extraordinary 
idea  had  occurred  to  me ,  and  I  foresaw 
such  advantages  from  enduring  my  dis^ 
G3 
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tress  a  few  hours  longer,  as  made  the 
experiment  worth  a  trial. 

In  contemplating  the  body  of  the  un- 
fortimate  fellow  who  lay  stretched  be- 
low^ the  excellent  condition  of  his  dress, 
which  was  that  of  a  gentleman,  gave 
birth  in  my  mind  to  a  thought,  that  no- 
thing but  my  desperate  situation  could 
excuse ;  and  this  was  neither  better  nor 
worse  than  to  wait  until  darkness  shroud- 
ed me;  then  let  myself  down,  investi- 
gate his  pockets,  and  appropriate  their 
contents,  whatever  they  might  prove,  to 
my  own  use  and  behoof. 

What  the  casuist  will  think  of  such 
a  design,  I  do  not  know;  nor  does  it 
much  signify ;  but  I  recollect  that  when 
I  conceived  it,  I  was  not  thinking  of 
morality,  but  of  eating.  The  hope  of 
success  lent  me  resolution ;  I  laid  my- 
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self  down  3  and  between  meditation, 
sleep,  and  occasionally  moaning  from 
impatience  and  pain,  I  passed  the  day 
as  I  intended  -,  and  I  do  not  exaggerate 
in  affirming,  that,  as  it  was  near  being 
the  last,  so  was  it  decidedly  one  of  the 
longest  days  of  my  life. 

The  sun,  which  I  imagined  would 
never  set,  at  length  sunk  below  the  ho- 
rizon; evening  came,  and  fmally  the 
wished-for  obscurity  of  night ;  and  I 
doubt  if  during  the  whole  time  a  single 
person  had  approached  the  spot.  ,  It  re- 
mained silent  as  ever ;  and*  now,  being 
assured  of  as^  much  darkness  as  I  could 
expect,  and  alarmed  lest  the  rising  of 
the  moon  should  betray  me,  I  got  up, 
but  with  difficulty;  ^nd  with  incredible 
labour,  and  SQm;q,..|it^  o|'^tpmblinff,^at 
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last   lowered   my   ladder,    and    arrived 

softly  and  safe  at  the  bottom. 

Here  my  minutes  were  too  precioMS 
to  be  wasted  in  scruples  of  delicacy, 
whether  false  or  true:  my  prey  had 
long  been  cold  and  stiff;  there  was 
therefore  no  doubt  of  his  death,  though 
there  might  be  of  my  title  to  act  as  his 
residuary  legatee ! 

I  thrust  my  hand  into  one  pockety 
then  into  another :  I  searched  them  all, 
as  I  supposed  ; — but  eagerness  might 
have  perplexed  me ;  I  tried  them  again 
and  again,  to  no  purpose  —  they  were 
empty;  and  bitter  and  grievous  was  my 
disappointment !  Yet  once  more  I  ap- 
plied my  hand  to  the  dead  man's  per- 
son, and  then,  in  passing  it  over  his 
breast,  I  fancied  that  I  touched  some- 
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thing  bulky  on  the  inside  of  his  waist- 
coat; I  tore  it  open;  and  in  a  small 
pocket  in  the  lining  my  quavering  fin- 
gers lighted  on  some  folds  of  paper  and 
a  leathern  purse.  These  I  instantly  ex- 
tracted, and,  despairing  of  any  thing 
more,  and  my  terror  of  being  found  in 
such  a  situation  increasing  with  each 
moment,  I  abandoned  the  deceased  to 
the  tomb  which  his  untimely  fate  had 
provided  for  him,  and  descending  the 
steps,  moved  as  rapidly  as  I  could  across 
the  square.  On  gaining  the  opposite 
side  I  obtained  a  prospect  of  a  long, 
street,  and  at  the  further  end  of  it  saw 
the  glare  of  lamps  and  heard  the  rattling 
t)f  carriages. 

As  yet  I  had  not  dared  to  examine 
my  prize;  but   as   this   must  be  ctohe> 
I    advanced    cautiously   till    I    arrived 
G5 
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Sit  a  lofty  jitch-way  over  which  a  light 
was  suspended ;  and  producing  the  purse, 
found  it  was  stuffed  with  small  pieces  of 
silver,  and  mixed  with  them  six  louis- 
d'ors.  My  joy  was  unbounded  at  the 
discovery:  I  replaced  my  wealth,  and 
was  quitting  the  gate-way,  when  a  pa- 
per pasted  against  one  of  its  sides  caught 
^y  ^J^}  ^^^  its  contents,  as  1  perused 
them,  chilled  me  with  their  import.  It 
was  a  decree  of  the  Convention  for  ar- 
resting, as  suspected  persons,  all  who 
should  be  found  abroad  without  suffici- 
ent passports^  and  until  this  moment  I 
never  adverted  to  the  necessity  of  having 
or  the  impossibility  of  my  procuring  one  ! 
But  there  are  some  people  with 
whom  good  as  well  as  ill  fortune  deals 
by  wholesale,  and  here  my  protecting 
genius  had  exceeded  my  utmost  wishes. 


131 

The  stranger's  papers  might  afford  me 
such  a  certificate  as  would  answer  in 
some  measure,  and  I  unfolded  them; 
when,  by  an  accident  on  which  I  never 
could  have  calculated,  they  appeared  to 
be  a  passport>,and,  as  it  was  termed,  a 
ticket  of  surety;  and  these  not  belonging 
to  a  Frenchman,  but  to  an  American  of 
the  name  of  Nehemiah  Brown;  and  what 
is  much  more  extraordinary,  they  coul4 
not  have  been  made  out  for  him  from 
whom  I  took  them ;  the  particulars  not 
at  all  corresponding  with  Ids,  person, 
but  so  perfectly  with  mine,  as  to  astonish 
me  greatly,  and  confirm  me  in  the  no- 
tion of  their  belonging  to  some  poor  sea- 
faring man  from  the  United  States. 

The  owner  was  described  as  a  citizen 
and  mariner,  dwelling  in  the  fauxbourg 
St..  Antoine  (which  implied  his  humble 
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circumstances);  six  feet  in  height;  of  a 
fair  and  ruddy  complexion,  with  dark 
hair  and  eyes,  and  speaking  French  im- 
perfectly. 

I  had  therefore  only  not  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  my  friends  who  had  so  ob- 
ligingly sent  me  to  the  guillotine  after 
feeding  me  on  chesnuts,  and  all  was  well 
And  my  appetite  now  recommencing  its 
expostulations  with  renewed  violence,  I 
darted  forward,  fearless  and  invigorated; 
and  mixing  with  my  fell  ov/-c reditu  res 
once  more,  soon  got  into  one  of  the  most 
populous  and  busj^  avenues ;  not  far,  as 
I  afterwards  perceived,  from  the  Palais 
Royal:  and  the  savoury  steams  of  a 
cook's  shop  assailing  me  as  I  went  along, 
1  stopped  and  entered  a  magazine  of 
eatables,  resorted  to,  as  I  judged  from 
the  company  then  in  it,  mostly  by  me- 
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chanics.  I  delivered  my  request  to  the 
hostess,  and  sitting  down,  was  readil}^ 
supplied  with  what  I  asked  for. 

I  do  not  however  mean  to  insinuate 
that  her  alacrity  in  serving  me  was  the 
result  of  pure  benevolence,  as  I  did  not 
trust  entirely  to  her  philanthropy,  but 
made  sure  of  her  partiality  by  an  expe- 
dient which  never  fails:  on  ordering  my 
dinner,  I  requested  the  favour  of  change 
for  a  piece  of  gold,  which  I  put  into  her 
iiand,  and  thus  remored  her  apprehen- 
sions of  my  insolvency.  She  gave  the 
necessary  hint  to  th^  gargon,  who  flew 
to  obey  me:  and  with  the  help  of  a 
large  fricaseo  of  rabbity  a  couple  of 
omlets,  and  a  bottle  of  burgundy,  I 
made  ample  amends  to  my  stomach  and 
jaws  for  the  length  of  time  they  had  been 
out  of  employment. 
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While  thus  occupied,  I  bestowed 
but  little  attention  on  the  persons  of  the 
surrounding  company;  and  they,  I  be- 
lieve, as  little  on  me;  though  some  of 
them  were  soldiers, — a  class  of  people 
with  whom  (as  I  had  been  somewhat 
cloyed  already  by  their  society)  I  did 
not  wish  to  indulge  in  further  intimacy. 
I  accordingly  paid  the  charges,  which 
were  not  immoderate,  considering  how 
few  fragments  remained  after  me ;  and 
then  gratifying  my  Swiss  attendant  for 
his  civility,  made  shift  to  inform  him 
that  I  was  at  a  loss  for  a  good  lodging, 
and  particularly  desired  to  be  accom- 
modated, if  possible,  in  his  neighbour- 
hood* 

Necessity  can  do  its  wonders  as  well 
as  money:  it  helped  me  to  language; 
and  a  gratuitous  livre  made  the  ragged 
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waiter  an  active  friend.  "  If  Monsieur 
the  stranger,"  said  he,  "  would  conde- 
scend to  sleep  at  the  house  of  my  poor 
old  mother  in  this  street,  he  should  lie 
like  a  member  of  the  Convention :"— he 
would  have  said  a  king,  but  at  this  pe- 
riod kings  were  not  as  well  lodged  as 
formerly.  *  Moreover,  though  his  mo- 
ther sold  herbs,  and  was  indigent,  she 
had  a  belle  chamhre  for  lodgers,  and 
would  be  so  happy  to  receive  me,  and 
10  earn  something  towards  her  rent !  and 
she  was  besides  so  honest,  and  such  a 
good  mother  !' 

Never  was  any  thing  so  irresistible  as 
this  appeal ;  I  closed  directly  with  his 
proposal ;  and  having  obtained  permis- 
sion from  his  mistress,  he  begged  leave 
to  show  me  the  way :  ^^  It  is  but  a  step," 
continued  he ;  "  voyez  votes ;"  and  knock- 
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ing  at  a  low  door,  and  Exclaiming,  "  c'est 
moiy  ma  mere !  "  we  were  admitted  by 
goody,  who  was  barricadoed  with  le- 
gitmesy  water-melons,  and  baskets  of  my 
old  acquaintances,  the  ehesnuts;  for  all 
which  she  made  many  apologies,  when 
she  had  heard  from  Jean  Jaques  the 
story  of  my  wants,  my  complaisance,  my 
riches,  and  my  liberality. 

Jean  had  said  nothing  but  the  truth 
in  his  recommendation  of  my  apartment, 
or  its  owner.  She  was  a  picture  of  de- 
cent and  beautiful  old  age;  my  room 
and  bed  were  commodious,  and  the 
terms  equally  unobjectionable — a  crown 
by  the  week.  I  would  have  given,  I 
believe,  four  times  the  sum,  rather  than 
disappoint  either  my  landlady  or  the  af- 
fectionate creature  her  son :  who,  thank- 
ing me,  returned  to  liis  occupation  3  and 
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left  me  to  retire  to  my  bed,  which  was 
in  a  parlour  siifTiciently  large  within  the 
shop. 

I  hastened  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of 
sleep,  of  which  I  stood  greatly  in  want: 
but  did  not  sink  into  forgetfulness  until 
I  had  retraced  the  occurrences  of  the 
last  two  or  three  extraordinary  days, 
with  various  sensations.  My  lot  was 
now  comparatively  an  enviable  one^  I 
had  escaped  from  prison,  from  the  axe, 
and  from  the  cannon ,  had  obtained,  by 
a  singular  chance,  money  enough  to 
preserve  me  from  immediate  necessity; 
and  was  in  health,  and  secure  from  pre- 
sent danger.  It  was  therefore  not  with- 
out reason  that,  instead  of  lamenting 
my  fate,  I  fell  asleep,  repeating  th^  welt 
known  verses  of  Horace— 


138 

Si  veritri  b^ne"<fest,  si  lateri,  pedibusque  tuis,  tiil 
DivitisB  ppterunt  regales  addere  majus — 

signifying,  that  if  a  man  hath  a  dinner 
and  a  coat,  and  hath  not  the  gout,  he  is 
as  well  off  as  a  man  can  be. 

I  awoke,  after  a  night  of  the  cahnest 
and  most  refreshing  repose  I  had  ever 
enjoyed;  and  collecting  my  scattered 
thoughts,  began  anew  to  revolve  my 
situation;  and  to  conjecture  what  the 
"termination  might  be,  and  what  chance 
I  had  of  ever  beholding  England  again. 
But  the  more  I  thought,  the  more  was 
I  perplexed ;  and  indeed  I  saw  that  I 
was  involved  in  as  nice  a  dilemma  as  it 
was  possible  to  conceive. 

Should  I  continue  to  wander  in  a 
strange  land,  I  must  starve  for  want  of 
subsistence  as  soon  as  my  money  was 
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expended ;  and  if,  with  the  hope  of  be- 
ing ultimately  exchanged  as  a  prisoner 
of  war,  1  confessed  my  name  and  coun- 
try, I  should  inevitably  be  sent  to  some 
loathsome  place  of  confinement,  and  re- 
main, perhaps,  for  years  without  my 
liberty.  But  that  magic  word,  as  I  pro- 
nounced it  in  my  soliloquy,  decided  me; 
and  I  resolved  to  preserve  my  freedom, 
whatever  hardships  it  might  cost  me. 
Besides,  the  vicissitudes  I  had  already 
experienced  had  not  only  hardened  both 
my  body  and  mind,  but  had  inspired  me 
with  a  degree  of  contempt  for  the  versa- 
tility of  fortune,  and  an  almost  supersti- 
tious belief  in  the  propriety  of  letting 
myself  go  whichever  way  the  tempest 
pleased  to  drive  me;  making  use  of  cir- 
cumstances as  they  arose,  but  disregard- 
ing all  regular  plans. 
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With  these  notions  were  mingled 
some  bitter  and  disheartening  pangsp 
particularly  from  the  remembrance  of 
the  lovely  Miss  Rivers,  whom  I  could 
now  expect  to  meet  no  more;  and  of  my 
parents  and  friends,  of  whom  it  was  im- 
possible any  intelligence  could  reach  me 
where  I  was. 

That  the  objects  of  my  love,  my  filial 
affection,  and  my  friendship,  might  have 
ceased  to  exist;  or  if  living,  must  be 
counted  unto  me  as  dead;  was  a  de- 
pressing and  melancholy  reflexion ;  and 
would  in  all  likelihood  have  overwhelm- 
ed with  despair  one  of  a  less  elastic  tetti- 
perament,  or  who  was  destitute  of  my 
faith  in  the  influence  of  the  stars. 

When  it  was  time  to  rise,  I  dressed 
myself,  and  paid  my  compliments  to  the 
old  lady,  who  had  provided  a  bowl  of 
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hot  coffee  and  some  white  bread  fox*  my 
breakfast;  and  whilst  I  ate  it,  entertained 
me  with  the  news,  and  her  own  senti- 
ments upon  the  two  simple  subjects  of 
politics  and  religion:  and  it  is  a  pity 
that  kings  and  cabinets  cannot  adjust 
these  matters  with  as  much  facility  as 
she  did. 

I  interrupted  her  to  ask  where  I 
could  purchase  some  shirts  of  a  coarse 
kind,  and  a  few  other  articles  necessary 
for  one  who  wished  to  appear  with  de- 
cency in  the  streets :  she  gave  me  the 
proper  directions;  but  informed  me  at 
the  same  time,  that  all  the  tailors  in  Pa- 
ris could  not  assist  me  to  compose  a 
more  fashionable  dress  than  I  had  on; 
that  if  any  thing  I  was  rather  too  much 
of  a  petit-maitre  for  the  mode,  but  that 
my  being  a  foreigner  would  be  some 


U2 

excuse  for  my  looking  like  a   gentle- 
man L^-^v' 

Could  I  have  suspected  my  herb-mer- 
chant of  a  stroke  of  pleasantry,  I  should 
have  concluded  that  she  was  sporting 
with  my  sorry  habiliments,  and  using 
that  figure  of  rhetoruj  whereby  we  speak 
one  thing  when  we  mean  another ;  but 
there  was  in  her  countenance  a  single- 
ness of  soul,  which  rendered  this  suppo- 
sition as  absurd  as  her  notion  of  a  beau 
seemed  to  me ;  and  I  really  could  not 
help  smiling  when  I  heard  the  expres- 
sion and  surveyed  myself.  I  had  on  me 
whc't  the  English  soldiers  call  a  shell, 
that  is,  a  coat  without  skirts,  of  the  most 
ordinary  blue  cloth;  adorned  with  brass 
buttons,  and  in  several  places  torn  and 
soiled ;  a  red  waistcoat  in  a  similar  con- 
dition, and  a  pair  of  green-and-white 
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striped  canvas  trovvsers;  baots  such  as 
arc  usually  worn  by  Dutch  seamen;  a 
check  shirt;  and  a  yellow  silk  handker- 
chief round  my  neck.  I  had  not  been 
shaved  since  the  day  before  my  arrival 
in  the  Gallic  metropolis:  and  ifthecon- 
tour  of  my  visage  wanted  any  other  em- 
bellishment, it  had  it  in  the  cat-skin  cap 
that  I  have  already  spoken  of,  which, 
along  with  my  beard,  caused  my  head  to 
resemble  more  that  of  a  famished  hyaena 
than  a  man. 

When,  however,  I  stood  at  the  door 
of  my  lodging,  and  observed  the  crowds 
as  they  passed,  I  began  to  comprehend 
the  good  dame's  remark;  for  all  who 
were  not  military,  were  precisely  such 
tatterdemallions  as  myself.  I  was  there- 
fore completely  in  the  costume  of  a  bon 
patriote;  and  courageously  walked  out,  to 
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search  for  a  coffeehouse,  and  learn  the 
state  of  public  affairs  from  the  prints  of 
the  day. 

I  soon  gained  the  Palais  Egalite,  as 
it  was  then  styled ;  and  entering  one  of 
those  many  receptacles  which  are  there 
thrown  open  to  politicians,  gamblers, 
bravoes,  and  idlers  of  every  species,  I  ac- 
quired, from  the  newspapers,  and  the 
conversation  of  the  declaimers  in  the 
coffeeroom,  a  knowledge  of  what  had 
happened  on  the  preceding  day  in  the 
city  3  when  it  appeared  that  the  faction 
of  the  Mountain  had  been  utterly  sub- 
dued, the  leaders  either  slain  or  taken, 
and  the  safety  of  the  Convention  en- 
sured ;  but  that  an  alarm  existed  on  ac- 
count of  the  rebellion  then  raging  in 
La  Vendee,  and  that  suspicions  were  en- 
tertained, by  the  guardians  of  the  com- 
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monwealth,  of  machinations  carried  on 
in  the  capital  by  emissaries  from  Eng- 
land in  the  interest  of  the  ex-princes ; 
to  counteract  which  strict  orders  had 
been  given  to  arrest  all  British  subjects 
found  at  large  in  any  part  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  a  decree  of  instant  death  passed 
against  the  spies  of  Pitt. 

Though  I  was  no  more  a  British  spy 
than  one  of  the  royal  race  of  Bourbon, 
I  was  very  far  from  being  easy  when  I 
made  this  discovery  of  the  temper  of 
the  Gallic  nation ;  not  doubting  that,  if 
detected,  summary  justice  would  be 
done  upon  me :  and  this  determined  me 
to  go  abroad  but  seldom  for  some  time ; 
and  at  last,  every  other  hope  failing,  to 
offer  myself  as  an  American  wanting 
bread  to  serve  in  any  of  the  battalions 
then  in  Paris  ^ — a  measure  for  which  I 
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trust  Heaven  and  my  native  land  will 
pardon  me,  as  being  the  effect,  not  of 
choice,  but  necessity. 

Accordingly,  after  purchasing  a  cou- 
ple of  plain  shirts,  a  pair  or  two  of  stock- 
ings, and  a  second-hand  beaver  hat,  I  re- 
treated to  my  parlour,  and,  except  a 
daily  visit  to  the  eating-house  where  I 
had  first  been  entertained,  I  persevered 
in  my  resolution  of  secluding  myself; 
employing  my  hours  at  home  in  recalt 
ing  to  memory  the  particulars  of  my 
•past  life;  and  in  chatting,  which  I  could 
now  do  fluently,  with  my  loquacious 
bi^t  harmless  and  kind-hearted  landlady. 

Near  three  weeks  had  thus  elapsed ; 
my  purse  was,  as  I  may  say,  gasping 
for  breath ;  and  my  patience  equally  ex- 
hausted ;  when  one  afternoon,  on  re- 
turning according  to  custom  from  din- 
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ner  to  my  lodging,  my  old  friend  met 
me  with  a  face  full  of  alarm,  and  inform- 
^d  me  that  a  municipal  officer  had  been 
at  the  house,  and  inquired  if  any  person 
besides  herself  and  her  son  lived  there; 
and  departing,  ordered  her  to  be  ready 
on  the  following  day  at  noon  to  produce 
her  lodger,  and  on  no  account  to  absent 
herself  in  the  interim.  "  I  should,'*  said 
she,  "  have  denied  that  I  had  any  one 
living  here,  but  perceiving  that  they 
knew  the  contrary,  was  afraid;  and 
though  I  might  have  concealed  this  from 
you,  yet  I  would  not  be  guilty  of  such 
ingratitude;  and  so  give  you  notice, 
that  you  may  be  prepared  to  act  for  the 
best:  hide  you  I  cannot  in  this  small 
place;  but  if  you  wish  to  withdraw 
yourself,  you  have  still  time  enough  to 
try  and  escape ;  and  in  God's  name  do, 
H  2 
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and  leave  me  to  take  my  chance :  you 
have  been  good  to  me,  and  I  owe  you 
this  in  return." 

There  was  something  so  noble-mind- 
ed in  this  proposal,  that  it  drew  tears 
from  my  eyes;  for  I  had  not  confided 
the  truth  of  my  situation  to  this  poor 
creature;  but,  unlike  the  generality  of 
the  world,  she  had  put  a  charitable  in- 
terpretation on  the  mystery  that  hung 
over  me;  and  my  being  unfortunate, 
had  rendered  me  to  her,  not  an  object 
of  suspicion,  but  of  pity.  I  looked  at 
her  decaying  form,  worn  out  as  much 
by  adversity  as  by  years,  with  admira- 
tion; and  thought  of  the  exclamation 
of  the  French  wit:  "O  Virtue,  into 
what  a  niclie  art  thou  sometimes  cram- 
med!" 

Whatever  apprehensions   I  had  for 
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myself,  and  indeed  I  was  considerably 
embarrassed  by  her  intelligence,  I  must 
have  been  a  villain  to  have  exposed  her 
to  danger ;  so  pretending  an  indiffe- 
rence I  was  far  from  feeling,  I  assured 
her  I  should  abide  the  consequence  of 
the  next  day*s  visit,  and  had  no  doubt 
of  its  being  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  my  passport. 

Then,  shutting  myself  into  my  room, 
and  pulling  off  my  clothes,  I  lay  down, 
not  to  sleep,  but  to  meditate.  On  ma- 
ny occasions  this  has  been  a  practice  of 
mine,  and  I  have  invariably  found  it  an 
admirable  resource.  If  I  wished  to  com- 
pose, it  was  in  my  bed,  and  amidst  the 
stillness  of  my  chamber,  that  I  could 
arrange  my  ideas  with  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage. Had  I  a  metaphysical  theo- 
rem to  examine,  or  a  letter  of  moment 
H3 
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to  write,  it  was  there  I  found  my  reason- 
ing powers  clear  and  ^ree  from  confu- 
:  sion;  and  if  chagrined  by  disappoint- 
ment, oppressed  with  sorrow,  or  wound- 
ed by  the  scorn  and  injustice  of  man- 
kind, my  bed  has  been  my  refuge.  He 
who  has  one  to  retire  to  when  pain  and 
affliction  assail  him,  is  not  perfectly  a 
wretch;  and — thrice  happy  is  the  man 
who,  when  in  it,  finds  nothing  there 
worse  than  himself! 

I  did  not  now  harass  my  imagination 
with  conjectures  as  to  what  might  be 
the  event  of  the  next  morning ;  but  en- 
deavoured to  strengthen  my  mind  against 
the  approach  of  calamity,  by  repeating 
every  maxim  I  could  think  of  which  the 
miserable  have  invented  to  keep  one  an- 
other in  countenance:  and  the  next 
day,  when  the  expected  hour  arrived^  I 
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was  sufficiently  prepared  to  meet  all  the 
evil  thereof  with  becoming  resignation. 
The  visitors  w^ere  punctual  in  their 
attendance,  and  found  me  standing  in 
the  shop :  they  consisted  of  five  persons ; 
one  of  them  a  magistrate,  another  a  mi- 
litary chieftain,  and  the  rest  private  sol- 
diere.  The  first,  drawing  a  paper  from 
his  pocket,  and  throwing  his  eyes  over 
it,  addressed  me :  "  Citizen,  you  are  a 
single  man  ?"  I  said  I  was.  "  Are  you 
in  good  health?"  I  replied  that  1  was  in 
an  exceedingly  fine  state  of  health,  and 
hoped  he  enjoyed  the  same:  he  smiled; 
and  the  soldiers  laughed  aloud :  "  Cest 
ton  ca,*  said  one ;  "  2ti'il  est  brave 
hommey'  said  another.  *^  Then,  com- 
rade," said  the  captain,  "  the  nation  is 
in  want  of  patriots  to  bear  arms  in  her 
defence,  and  I  foresee  that  nothing  can 
h4 
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flatter  you  more  than  being  enrolled  in 
my  company :  we  have  already  marked 
down  seven  likely  young  fellows  in  this 
district^  but  you,  when  you  get  on  your 
regimentals,  and  let  your  mustaches 
grow,  will  look  better  than  any  of  them. 
— Measure  the  citizen-patriot,"  conti- 
nued he,  applying  to  one  of  his  fol- 
lowers: and  this  ceremony  was  instant- 
ly performed,  by  means  of  a  knotted 
cord  which  the  other  carried  about  him 
on  purpose.  "  Enter  his  size  in  our 
book  as  fit  for  the  front  rank;" — "  And 
an  honour  to  it,"  said  the  soldier. 

I  then  showed  my  passport,  without 
expressing  any  reluctance  to  their  kind 
proposals;  and  indeed  they  appeared 
predetermined  to  take  no  denial.  The 
officer  read  it,  and,  giving  it  back  to  me, 
observed  that  my  being  a  foreigner  was 
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a  matter  of  indifference :  "  you  are 
young  and  strong,  and  that  is  enough 
for  us/*  said  he :  "  besides,  the  cause  of 
la  chere  patrie  is  every  body's  cause; 
and  so,  citizen-patriot,  be  forth-coming 
two  days  hence,  when  my  corporal  will 
pay  his  respects  to  you :  and  see !  you 
may  as  well  not  run  away  in  the  mean 
time,  because  you  will  certainly  be 
caught,  and  as  certainly  shot  at  the 
head  of  our  battalion  if  you  do." 

I  assured  him  that  he  might  rely  up- 
on me ;  and  they  took  leave,  with  an  air 
of  confidence  that  convinced  me  they 
placed  more  trust  in  their  own  vigilance 
than  in  my  veracity. 

"  Oh,   the   villains ! "  cried  my  old 

woman,  when  they  were  gone :  "  what 

oppression,  to  force  a  poor  young  man 

to  become  a  patriot  whether  he  will  or 
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not !  it  would  have  been  something  if 
they  had  obliged  you  to  be  a  general, 
or  a  member  of  the  Convention,  for  they 
say  those  patriots  are  best  off  of  any : 
but  a  common  soldier!  and  that  with 
sueh  a  white  skin !  it  goes  to  my 
heart!" 

I  begged  of  her  to  take  comfort^ 
and  told  her  I  hoped  one  day  to  return 
and  shake  hands  with  her  in  better 
times.  The  poor  soul  wept  with  emo- 
tion, and  said  she  despaired  of  ever  see- 
ing good  times  again.  "  There  will  ne- 
ver," she  cried,  *^  mon  enfant^  never,  I 
am  afraid,  be  any  end  to  public  happi- 
ness, and  liberty,  and  fraternity,  and  all 
those  other  malheurs  we  have  suffered. 
Not  but  matters  have  been  better  for 
people  in  my  way  of  late  than  they  were 
two  months  ago,  when  the  patriots  used 
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to  take  my  greens  without  paying  fot 
themj  and  Madame  Lartigue,  at  the 
corner  there,  was  almost  ruined  by  a  so- 
ciety of  what  were  called  the  Sons  of 
Freedom,  who  used  to  dine  constantly 
at  her  house,  and  never  gave  her  a  Hard 
to  defray  the  charges." 

This  was  not  a  panegyric  on  the 
reign  of  equality! — Had  I  entered  volun- 
tarily into  the  service  of  a  government 
where  similar  enormities  were  prac- 
tised, and  might  be  repeated,  I  shpuld 
not  readily  have  pardoned  myself;  but, 
considering  the  process  by  which  I  was 
converted  into  a  soldier  of  the  Republic., 
I  do  not  think  my  conscience  ought  to 
make  me  any  reproaches. 

That  I  was  in  the  first  instance  the 
author  of  my  own  misfortunes,  by  my 
impatience  in  quitting  the  situation  I 
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held  at  the  dean's  in  ——shire,  may  be 
alleged ;  but  the  inference  is  uncandid  ^ 
and  according  to  this  system  of  argu- 
ment, my  father,  my  mother,  and  the 
midwife,  have  as  much  to  answer  for  as 
myself. 

Be  that  however  as  it  may,  I  was 
now  a  soldier;  with  whom  reason  and 
reflexion  being  totally  out  of  character, 
I  resolved  to  lay  them  aside,  and  con- 
form as  cheerfully  as  I  could  to  the  fate 
imposed  ^n  me. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

Not  to  be  understood  but  by  such  as  com' 
prehend  it. 

In  about  a  week,  I  scarcely  knew  my- 
self; but  to  make  amends  for  this 
estrangement,  I  had  formed  an  inti- 
macy with  about  five  hundred  other 
persons  ;  and  amongst  the  number, 
with  my  captain,  who,  though  resem- 
bling many  of  his  countrymen,  was  not 
in  the  least  like  what  we  in  England 
conceive  of  a  captain  of  grenadiers. 

He  was  a  native  of  Toulouse ;  witty^ 
vain-glorious,  half-educated ;  lively  evezi 
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to  absurdity^  passionate  as  the  most 
feeble  woman,  and  brave  to  excess. 

He  could  not  properly  be  styled  an 
infidel;  for  I  believe  he  had  never  dedi- 
cated one  moment  of  his  life  to  a 
thought  on  the  topic  of  religion.  All 
his  ideas,  as  a  great  author  has  said  of 
King  William  the  Third,  were  military; 
and  when  we  became  familiar  with  one 
another,  as  we  afterwards  did,  and  were 
conversing  on  the  subject  of  divine 
worship,  he  told  me  very  gravely,  that 
it  was  a  matter  he  never  meddled  with, 
and  that  he  thought  it  as  unseemly  in  a 
soldier  to  talk  or  think  of  such  affairs, 
as  for  a  priest  to  study  tactics. 

Mars  was  his  deity,  and  war  his  de- 
light; and  next  to  fighting,  or  attend- 
ing drill,  his  beloved  pastime  was  to  sit 
at  a  large  table  in  his  barrack,  with  a 
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lighted  segar  in  his  mouth,  a  copy  of 
Vauban  open  before  him,  and  a  piece 
of  chalk  in  his  hand,  in  order  to  draw 
bastions  and  ravelins.  And  that  he 
might  inspire  me  with  a  due  respect  for 
his  reputation,  and  a  love  of  his  darling 
art,  he  once  lent  me  a  manuscript  of 
his  memoirs,  w^ith  notes  and  extracts 
from  various  military  authors :  and  per- 
haps such  a  performance  could  not 
-  easil}'^  be  matched :  it  was  one  entire  and 
terrific  record  of  carnage  and  cruelty. 

The  figure  of  this  man  was  as  pecui- 
liar  as  his  turn  of  mind:  he  was  not 
above  five  feet  five  inches  high,  and 
laughably  thin ;  but  well  made  withal ; 
and  though  forty  years  old,  as  active  as 
a  leopard.  His  meagre  face  was  of  a 
deep  yellow,  tinted  with  chocolate-co- 
loured spots  3  bis  little  black  eyes  eter- 
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nally  sparkled  with  fury  or  pleasantry; 
and  the  termination  of  his  large  hooked 
nose,  was  lost  in  a  pair  of  immense 
whiskers,  of  which  he  was  particularly 
proud.  These,  as  well  as  his  hair,  were 
prematurely  grey :  and  if  we  add  a  case 
of  strong  white  teeth,  and  a  voice  nearly 
as  loud  as  the  discharge  of  a  six-pounder 
— an  anecdote  related  of  him  may  be 
true;  and  this  was,  that  at  the  head  of 
a  party  which  he  had  picked  out  himself, 
knowing  that  they  were  men  he  could 
depend  on,  he  had  made  a  sudden  at- 
tack on  an  enemy's  out-post  during  the 
war,  and  by  the  ferocity  of  his  appear- 
ance and  that  of  his  companions,  as 
much  as  by  their  courage,  had  actually 
got  possession  of  a  place  defended  by 
six  times  as  many  people  as  he  had  with 
him;  and  on  this,  as  well  as  every  other 
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opportunity  of  shedding  blood,  he  had 
shown  himself  unmerciful ; — though  this 
"vvith  him  was  the  effect  of  his  sense  of 
duty,  rather  than  of  a  naturally  inhu- 
man character — at  least  I  should  sup- 
pose so,  from  observing  that  he  could 
not  refrain  from  tears  at  a  pathetic  tale  y 
was  very  charitable  when  distress  pre- 
sented itself;  loved  fondling  little  chil- 
dren ;  and  had  all  the  deference  and  gal- 
lantry of  a  knight-errant  for  the  softer 
sex. 

Perverse  enough,  it  may  be  said, 
that  he,  to  whom  the  destruction  of 
mankind  and  the  creating  of  widows 
and  orphans  was  both  a  trade  and  an 
amusement,  should  have  known  the 
throbs  of  a  tender  and  compassionate 
heart !  It  is  all  very  possible  notwith- 
standing :  and  Captain  Armand,  though 
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a  terror  to  his  enemies,  and,  according 
to  custom  among  the  French,  nick- 
named by  his  regiment  Le  Diable  Gris, 
was  idolized  by  every  soldier  in  it;  and 
a  prime  favourite  with  the  women; 
whose  sweet  lips,  as  they  ought,  in  so- 
ciety, give  fame  or  infamy  to  a  man's 
character.  That  of  Arm  and  was  not 
high  in  their  estimation  without  reason ; 
he  had  twenty  times  volunteered  on  de- 
sperate  occasions  for  their  sons  and 
husbands;  and  his  body  was  marked 
with  as  many  wounds  as  there  are  signs 
of  the  zodiac,  engraved  upon  him  by 
the  swords  and  bayonets  of  his  adver- 
saries. 

What  with  the  general  emulation  to 
excel  in  arms  which  prevailed,  and  the 
new  mode  of  discipline  adopted  by  the 
republican   leaders,  a   very  short  time 
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was  enough  to  form  the  most  untract- 
able  bumpkin  into  a  soldier;  and  for 
my  part,  in  less  than  a  month  from  my 
joining  the  battalion,  I  was  permitted 
to  wear  the  uniform  of  the  national 
troops,  and  to  fall  in  with  the  others  on 
parade;  where,  of  cotirse,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  improving  my  acquaint- 
ance with  Captain  Armand :  the  burden 
of  fitting  us  for  service  was  on  his 
shoulders ;  and  his  attention  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  recruits  was  unremit- 
ting. His  method,  however,  of  showing 
the  regard  he  professed  to  entertain  for 
us,  was  not  altogether  the  mildest  or 
most  conciliating.  Of  the  only  pu- 
nishment for  offences  allowed  by  the 
laws,  degradation  and  confinement,  he 
was  very  sparing  ;  but  he  made  himself 
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amends  for  this  clemency  by  abusing, 
swearing,  and  screaming  at  us ;  and 
nothing  could  be  more  ludicrous  than 
the  variety  of  his  expletives,  delivered 
in  the  accent  of  his  province,  and  ac- 
companied by  the  most  violent  contor- 
tions. 

His  manner  was,  neverthelss,  effica- 
cious :  his  capacity  in  every  respect  was 
far  from  despicable,  and  his  military  ta- 
lents were  transcendent ;  he  therefore 
instructed  us  with  surprising  quickness 
and  success  3  and  we  were  in  a  state  ra- 
ther to  do  him  credit  than  otherwise, 
when  the  opportunity  he  wished  for  pre- 
sented itself 

Immediately  after  parade  one  even- 
ing, we  received  orders  to  march,  with 
several  battalions  more,  the  next  day; 
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the  whole  to  be  under  the  command  of 
a  distinguished  general :  but  our  desti- 
nation kept  a  secret. 

I  seized  the  first  spare  hour  I  had 
from  the  business  of  preparing  my  havre- 
sac  and  furbishing  my  accoutrements, 
.  to  call  upon  and  bid  farewell  to  my  be- 
nevolent hostess ;  whom  I  had  not  neg- 
lected, whenever  I  had  leisure  to  visit 
her. 

My  parting  with  her,  and  with 
Jean-Jaques,  to  whom  I  gave  my  last 
louis  as  a  present,  was  affecting.  They 
put  up  prayers  to  Heaven  for  my  safety 
and  future  happiness;  and  if  sincerity 
be  enough  to  make  prayers  acceptable, 
theirs  for  me  were  received. 

At  sun-rise  next  day  the  forces  ap- 
pointed for  the  expedition,  to  the  num- 
ber of  nine  thousand  men,  assembled  in 
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front  of  the  Tuilleries ;  and  I  must  say, 
they  made  a  goodly  show.     By  eight 
o'clock  the  whole  arrangement  was  com- 
pleted ;  the  different  bands  of  music  per- 
formed in  concert  that  sublime  compo- 
sition the  Marseillois  Hymn ;  multitudes 
of  spectators  joined  their  voices  to  those 
of  the  soldiers  in  the  grand  chorus  of 
the  piece ;  the  sun  shone  propitious  on 
our  gleaming  arms  and  waving  banners ; 
we  were  complimented  in  a  speech  pro- 
nounced by  a  public  orator,  who  ap- 
plauded our  zeal  in  the  cause  of  liberty, 
and  thanked  us  in  the  name  of  a  grate- 
ful country;   and  at  last,  attended  by 
the  sighs  and  tears  of  beauty,  and  the 
shouts  of  the  people,  we  moved  forward. 
Were  this  war,  the  human  heart  could 
hardly  have  too  much  of  it,  and  I  should 
never  be  tired  of  the  delightful  theme. 
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but,  alas  !  the  moments  of  a  soldier's  en- 
joyments are  limited  to  two  periods — 
his  going  forth,  and  (should  it  so  be)  his 
return  :  and  no  one  would  envy  him, 
who  knows  how  he  passes  the  interim. 

Our  march  was  directed  towards  the 
north-west  part  of  the  country;  and  our 
movements  were  so  rapid,  that  I  can 
scarcely  tell  what  occurred  during  the 
six  days  it  continued ;  except  that  we 
passed  through  many  villages  and  some 
towns ;  sung  a  great  deal  5  drank  a  little 
eau  de  vie j  slept  less;  ate  hardly  any 
thing ;  and  were  not  sorry  w^ien  com- 
manded to  pitch  our  tents  on  a  range  of 
hills  upon  the  confines  of  La  Vendue, 
and  within  sight,  and  almost  of  can- 
non-shot, of  Charette's  army,  encamped 
in  the  valley  beneath,  and  apparently 
more  numerous  than  ours. 
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Had  their  enterprising  chieftain 
known  as  much  as  I  did,  he  would  not 
have  allowed  us  the  advantage  of  a 
night's  rest,  but  would  have  fallen 
upon  us  when  fatigued  and  dispirited; 
and  probably  have  gained  an  easy  vic- 
tory. 

On  the  contrary,  we  were  unmolest- 
ed for  nearly  two  days;  and  the  fourth 
had  dawned,  before  we  saw  any  thing 
like  a  decided  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties on  their  side.  This,  unless  in  the 
mean  time  a  negotiation  had  been  set 
on  foot,  was  an  unpardonable  error  in 
the  enemy;  and  I  did  not  hear  that  any 
attempt  had  been  made  towards  ac- 
commodation by  the  Chouans*  leaders; 
though,  on  the  part  of  the  republican 
army,  terms  of  peace  were  proposed,  and 
rejected  with  disdain;  our  flags  of  truce 
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being  hardly  within  the  lines,  when  the 
opposite  battalions  began  to  move  froui 
their  ground,  and  in  all  appearance  to 
retreat  before  us. 

It  was  now  our  turn  to  commit  as 
great  a  fault  as  they  had  been  guilty  of: 
we  were  disposed  into  three  columns, 
and,  without  any  other  artillery  than  a 
few  light  field-pieces,  ordered  immedi- 
ately to  follow  them.  We  accordingly 
did  so.  Another  day  was  lost  in  skir- 
mishing with  detached  parties,  and  the 
column  to  which  I  happened  to  belong, 
separated  completely  from  the  others, 
was  destined  at  last  to  bring  the  ene- 
my to  action  on  a  wide  and  level  plain, 
and  within  view  of  a  small  town,  and  of 
a  forest  called  the  Y/oods  of  La  Chaise. 

Battle,  and  its  ordinary  horrors,  I 
had  once  before  witnessed  j  but  I  was 
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now  for  the  first  time  to  see^  and  worse 
than  that^  to  share  in  the  ten-fold  more 
direful  horrors  of  civil  war. 

I  shall  dispatch  as  speedily  as  I  can 
what  I  have  to  say  on  the  terrible  sub- 
ject J  and  indeed  should  ask  forgiveness 
of  my  readers  for  introducing  it  at  all ; 
but  this  incident  being  materially  con- 
nected with  my  subsequent  adventures, 
could  not  well  be  omitted. 

At  first  M'e  exercised  ourselves  in 
manoeuvres  on  both  sides ;  shortly  after 
the  affair  grew  more  serious :  a  steady 
stream  of  fire  ran  from  line  to  line  on 
our  part,  and  was  answered  in  like  man- 
ner by  our  adversaries ;  our  fronts  clos- 
ing fast,  and  our  flanks  being  already  en- 
gaged with  their  bayonets. 

The  discipline,  the  valour,  and  the  ani- 
mosity of  each,  was  equally  conspicuous. 
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and  the  effects  dreadful  beyond  expres- 
sion. In  the  ininatural  contest,  fathers 
and  their  children,  brother  and  brother, 
were  opposed ;  youth  forgot  its  courtesy 
for  age  ]  and  the  hand  of  friendship  was 
extended — not  in  amity — but  to  slay  1 

To  shrink  now  was  impossible ,  for  I 
could  perceive  that  Le  Dlable  Gris  had 
his  fiery  eyes  upon  me;  and  the  flash 
they  seemed  to  emit,  is  the  last  thing  of 
which  I  have  any  distinct  image  on  my 
mind  with  respect  to  the  scene  then  act- 
ing. Suddenly  my  hearing  became  dull, 
my  eye-sight  failed  me,  the  sun  with- 
drew its  rays — and  I  sunk  into  oblivion. 

My  sensations  were  much  the  same 
when  I  was  again  capable  of  knowing 
that  I  had  any  :  of  silence,  darkness, 
and  piercing  cold,  I  was  for  several  mi- 
nutes conscious;  but  of  nothing  more: 
I2 
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I  raised  my  head,  and  acute  pain 
brought  back  reason  :  I  had  dropped  in 
what  is  called  the  bed  of  honour ^  and 
had  remained  there. 

I  suppose  that  three  or  four  hours  might 
have  elapsed  since  my  fall;  and  one  more 
before  1  knew  where  I  was.  I  felt  my 
limbs  stiff,  and,  doubtful  whether  or  not 
I  had  received  any  fracture,,  cautiously 
attempted  to  rise ;  and  succeeded :  I 
next  applied  my  hand  to  my  head,  at 
the  side  of  which  I  thought  my  chief 
ailment  lay,  and  discovered  that  I  had 
bled,  though  not  excessively;  and  had 
sustained  no  other  injury  than  what 
arose  from  the  grazing  of  a  musket-ball 
just  above  my  left  ear,  v/hich  had  stun- 
ned me  into  insensibility,  and  thereby 
probably  saved  my  life. 

When  I  made  this  reflexion,  I  made 
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another  also,  which  had  never  occurred 
to  me  before ;  namely,  on  the  advan- 
tages of  being  forced  into  a  battle,  and 
shot  in  the  head :  but,  by  what  right 
such  a  combination  of  blessings  fell  to 
my  share,  I  own  I  cannot  tell.  No 
more  than  I  could  then  where  the  hos- 
tile armies  were,  or  what  had  been  the 
event  of  the  engagement. 

Some  of  its  fatal  effects  however  I 
did  perceive;  although  so  dark  that  I 
could  distinguish  nothing  particularly ; 
but  from  the  number  of  bodies  near  me, 
it  was  manifest  that  Death  had  been 
very  busy  ;  and  having  perhaps  more  to 
do  than  he  was  well  able  to  manage, 
passed  me  by. 

Under  the  idea  that  he  might  have 
served  others  in  the  same  way,  I  grasp- 
ed a  sword  that  I  accidentally  set  my 
13 
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foot  on,  and  proceeded  from  heap  to 
heap ;  calling  out  as  I  advanced,  in 
hopes  of  an  answer  from  Borne  wounded 
person  >  but  I  conclude  that  there  were 
not  any  with  the  least  remains  of  life 
near  me^  for  neither  a  responsive  voice, 
groan,  or  sigh,  could  I  catch  the  sound 
of. 

In  this  manner  I  had  wandered  for 
above  half  an  hour,  when  I  struck  a- 
gainst  the  stem  of  a  tree ;  and  this  re- 
minding me  of  the  wood,  and  town  or  vil- 
lage, I  had  seen  in  the  morning,  I  was 
induced  to  go  forward ;  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  either  falling  in  with  a  party  of 
iny  own  troops,  as  I  may  style  them,  or 
else  surrender  myself  to  some  one  in  the 
enemy*s  quarters,  and  claim  protection 
as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Yet,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  very 
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doubtful  whether,  in  attempting  this,  I 
should  not  encounter  a  severer  fate,  and 
either  be  put  to  death  as  a  deserter,  or 
be  butchered  by  the  loyal  peasantry  as 
a  republican. 

These  however  were  but  chances ; 
whereas,  that  I  should  be  starved  if  I 
continued  alone  on  the  field  or  in  the 
forest,  was  a  certainty ;  and  therefore  I 
proceeded.  But  the  trees  were  so 
thickly  planted,  their  boughs  and 
branches  so  long,  and  the  brush-wood 
and  briars  at  their  feet  in  such  abun- 
dance, that  my  labour  was  immense  and 
my  progress  intolerably  slow. 

The  intricacies  in  which  I  was  in- 
[  volved   at  every  step,  were  worse  than 
those  of  Rosamond's  Bower  or  the  La- 
byrinth of  Crete  -,  and  I  having  neither 
a  clue  of  thread,   nor  a  fond  Ariadne 
I4 
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to  guide  me,  my  patience  forsook  me, 
and  I  resolved  to  go  back,  rather  than 
persevere  in  such  insupportable  fatigue. 

But  to  make  resolutions  is  one  thing, 
and  to  keep  them  another;  it  was  so  ex- 
tremely dark  that  I  could  not  ascertain 
on  which  side  of  this  diabolical  wood  I 
had  entered,  and  the  attempt  convinced 
me,  that  now  "  returning  were  as  te- 
dious as  go  o'er." 

Accordingly  I  gave  up  that  plan  3 
and  having  rested  myself  for  some  time, 
commenced  my  toil  once  more  with 
little  better  success. 

But,  as  I  have  I  believe  elsewhere 
observed.  Fortune  was  not  in  the  habit 
of  doing  things  for  me  by  halves ;  and 
if  I  had  to  complain  of  obstructions  thus 
far,  that  grievance  was  presently  ex- 
changed  for  one  of  the  very  opposite 
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kind :  I  no  longer  was  incommoded  by 
branches  above  or  brambles  below,  but, 
stepping  from  between  two  trees,  I  found 
myself  instantaneously,  like  the  tomb  of 
the  Prophet,  utterly  independent  both 
of  heaven  and  earth,  and  fairly  launched 
into  the  air. 

Though  I  reached  the  ground  in 
perfect  safety,  I  was  persuaded  that  I 
must  have  dropped  from  a  vast  height  j 
and  indeed,  when  at  a  future  period  1 
came  to  see  the  place  from  which  I  had 
taken  flight,  I  was  almost  as  much 
frightened  as  astonished. 

I  had  fallen  to  a  depth  of  more  than 
forty  feet  from  the  edge  of  a  perpendi- 
cular rock;  and  lighted  unhurt  in  a 
meadow  beneath  it,  luckily  pitching 
upon  a  heap  of  hay. 

My  regimencal  hat  was  gone,  but  I 
15 
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still  held  my  sword  in  my  hand;  and  was 
not  sorry  to  find  it  there,  as  it  might 
serve  to  make  tolerable  terms  for  me 
with  any  single  antagonist  whom  chance 
should  throw  me  in  the  way  ol 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

Predicts  all  itforetels. 

This  new  region,  as  far  as  I  could  dis- 
cern, was  as  free  from  wood  as  the  one 
I  had  quitted  was  encumbered  with  it  ^ 
but  it  seemed  to  me  bounded  by  I  know 
not  what  of  rocks  or  walls  on  every  side, 
and  these  not  very  remote. 

Whilst,  like  Satan  at  his  arrival  on 
the  borders  of  Paradise,  whom  the  poet 
compares  to  a  thief  or  a  prowling 
wolf,  1  stole  on,  pensive  and  slow,  I 
thought  I  beheld  a  spark  of  fire  fixed 
in  one  spot,  and  of  a  deeper  glow  than 
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those  meteors  which,  like  false  friends, 
promise  to  assist,  but  in  reality  betray  5 
and  following  the  direction  in  which  it 
appeared  to  shine,  I  at  last  totally  lost 
it,   and  found  myself  treading  a  paved 
court,  and   approaching  a  building,  the 
form    of  which  I  endeavoured  to  trace 
with   my  eye,  but  to  little  purpose  :  I 
could  only  discover,  that,  if  not  enlarged 
td  my   fancy    by  darkness    and  uncer- 
tainty, it  was  of  prodigious  size.     As  I 
walked  on  I  also  perceived  that  I  ascend- 
ed   gradually,    and    was   on   a   kind    of 
causway  leading  to  an  arch,  under  whicii 
1  entered  upon  the  first  step,  as  I  judged 
it  to  be,   of  a  flight   of  winding  stairs; 
but  the  apprehension  of  a  second  aerial 
voyage   rendered  me  very  unwilling  to 
go  fast,  or  indeed  to  go  at  all. 

I  was,  notwithstanding,  tempted  by 
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curiosity,  and  mounted  still,  though 
cautiously,  until  stopped  by  a  low  arch- 
ed door  studded  with  iron  knobs,  against 
which  I  pushed,  without  expecting  it  to 
open  ;  but  instead  of  resisting,  it  yield- 
ed readily  to  my  hand ;  and  passing  on, 
I  entered  an  apartment,  as  I  found  it  to 
be  by  the  aid  of  the  moon,  now  visible 
through  an  opposite  casement;  and 
which  by  degrees  afforded  me  a  tolera- 
bly clear  view  of  the  place. 

It  was  a  sleeping-room;  but  it  must 
have  been  about  two  hundred  years 
.^ince  the  lady  or  gentleman  who  oc- 
cupied it  had  last  got  out  of  the  bed, 
which  stood  in  a  corner,  and  was  al- 
most covered  with  the  tapestry  woven 
over  it  by  innumerable  spiders :  and 
these  industrious  artists  had  also  sup- 
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plied  the  injuries  done  by  time  to  the 
hangings  on  the  walls. 

I  looked  from  a  ruined  window,  and 
saw  that  I  was  at  the  top,  and  in  one 
wing,  not  only  of  a  very  high,  but  very 
great  and  antique  castle :  below  me 
seemed  something  like  an  orchard  or 
grove;. and,  by  the  noise  it  made^  a 
running  stream.  To  this  mournful  me- 
lody was  added  the  hooting  of  an  owl, 
and  the  sigh  of  the  night  wind. 

By  the  time  I  turned  round  to  take 
a  second  view  of  the  room,  every  object 
was  more  distinct  than  before^  and  as  I 
thrust  my  sword  against  different  parts 
of  the  wall,  a  fragment  fell  withinside 
the  arras,  and,  by  the  sound,  seemed  to 
roll  down  a  wooden  staircase.  I  pulled 
aside  the  tattered  cloth,  and  the  stairs 
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appeared,  but  so  decayed  as  to  make  the 
descent  hazardous.  I  ventured,  how« 
ever,  and  at  length  reached  a  spacious 
hall,  with  many  high  arched  windows  in 
it;  at  the  further  end  a  flight  of  stone 
steps,  and  a  folding-door  above  them. 
This  I  in  vain  attempted  to  open ;  but 
a  small  wicket  in  it  gave  way,  and  in- 
troduced me  to  the  gallery  of  a  chapel,, 
not  by  any  means  so  ruinous  as  the  rest 
of  the  building.  1  went  down  into  the 
body  of  it,  and  walked  amongst  the 
stalls,  which  were  numerous,  and  some 
of  them  furnished  with  cushions  of  vel- 
vet; and  in  one  of  them  I  seated  myself,, 
as  I  supposed  for  the  night ;  but  had 
not  rested  more  than  a  few  minutes^ 
when  several  voices  at  once  struck  upon 
my  ear,  and  at  the  same  instant  lights 
appeared  thi'ough  the  crevices   of  the 


184 

great  door  immediately  under  the  gal- 
lery; to  which  I  therefore  determined 
directly  to  retreat,  and,  if  danger  was 
near,  endeavour  to  escape  by  the  way  I 
had  already  explored. 

Just  as  I  had  got  again  into  the  gal- 
lery, the  doors  beneath  flew  wide  asunder, 
and  admitted  some  men  holding  torches, 
which  completely  illuminated  the  lower 
part  of  the  chapel,  but  rather  added  to 
the  shade  of  that  in  which  I  was  stand- 
ing. 

These  visitors  were  folloAved  by  six 
others,  bearing  on  their  shoulders  a 
small  platform  of  boards,  and  on  this  ex- 
tended a  dead  body,  wrapped  in  a  wind- 
ing-sheet. With  them  came  an  old 
priest  in  his  proper  habit,  whose  coun- 
tenance, to  my  great  astonishment,  was 
not  perfectly  strange  to   me,  though  I 
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was  then  too  much  engaged  to  recol- 
lect where  I  had  ever  seen  him.  The 
proceision  was  closed  by  more  than  a 
dozen  genteel-looking  young  men,  with 
swords  by  their  sides  and  plumes  of  fea- 
thers in  their  hats,  and  dressed  in  white 
uniforms  richly  laced  j  and  ovei^  the 
shoulder  of  one  of  them  hung  a  pink 
scarf. 

This  I  knew  to  be  the  dress  of  those 
whom  chance  had  the  day  before  made 
my  enemies ;  and  I  reflected,  not  without 
terror,  on  what  might  be  the  consequence 
to  me,  if  discovered,  at  such  a  time, 
and  in  such  a  place,  attired  in  the  na- 
tional colours. 

I  was  in  agonies,  lest  the  stirring  of 
a  foot  or  a  fit  of  coughing  should  be- 
tray me,  when  I  might  reasonably  ex* 
pect  immediate  death   ff-om  their  dis- 


186 

pleasure:  and  indeed  my  prospect  of 
evading  this  fate,  even  if  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  myseh'^^  was  but 
indifferent,  as  the  best  story  I  could  tell 
must  expose  me  to  suspicion.  Yat  I 
thought  it  was  in  my  power  to  make 
rather  a  plausible  defence  too,  if  per- 
mitted, because  I  had  only  lost  my 
senses  in  the  battle,  and  had  preserved 
my  certificates. 

Whilst  the  ceremony  of  interment 
was  going  on,  my  fears  were  greatest; 
for  after  they  had  raised  a  flag-stone  ia 
the  centre  of  the  chapel-floor,  and 
lowered  the  body  into  the  vault  which 
it  covered,  the  priest  repeated  a  short 
service,  and  the  attendants  kept  silence ; 
but  occasionally  their  eyes  wandered 
towards  me,  and  then  I  almost  fancied 
I  felt  their  swords  in  my  viscera. 
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When  the  solemn  business  was  con- 
cluded, they  began  to  converse;  and  I 
could  gather  from  what  they  said, 
though  they  spoke  very  low,  that  the 
deceased  had  been  a  person  whose 
place  it  would  be  both  necessary  and 
difficult  to  supply;  and  that  the  late 
engagement  was  a  most  bloody  one, 
had  lasted  long,  and  terminated  in  the 
retreat  of  the  republican  troops, 

There  was  here  something  contra- 
dictory, and  which  I  could  not  recon- 
cile. Who  could  this  leader  be,  whom 
they  thought  it  worth  while  to  lay  thus 
formally  in  consecrated  earth,  and  yet 
not  utter  one  word  of  personal  regret 
for  his  fall  ?  on  the  contrary,  they  nei- 
ther said  a  syllable  in  his  praise,  nor 
even  mentioned  his  name ;  their  loss  in 
him  seeming  to  throw  them  into  per- 
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plexity,  but  not  to  afBict  them  with  the 
smallest  sorrow. 

After  they  had  talked  a  little  longer, 
they  prepared  to  leave  the  chapel;  but 
the  first  step  taken  for  this  purpose  was 
an  extraordinary  one ;  for  it  consisted 
in  the  priest's  producing  a  large  key 
from  his  pocket,  and  with  it  securing 
the  door  by  which  they  had  come  in. 
This  being  done,  he  walked  along  the 
aisle  to  the  foot  of  the  altar,  the  rest 
following;  and  there  applying  his  hand 
to  a  spring  on  one  side  of  a  small  door, 
it  opened,  the  whole  party  withdraw- 
ing by  this  aperture,  and  the  door 
closing  as  soon  as  the  last  had  gone 
through. 

I  then  began  to  breathe  somewhat 
freely,  and  to  wonder  exceedingly  at 
w^hat  I  had  seen  and  heard,  as  well  as  ta 
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x:onsider  my  own  situation,  and  how  I 
should  act. 

Tlie  more  I  indulged  myself  in  con- 
jecture, the  more  inexplicable  was  every 
thing.  I  once  more  left  the  gallery, 
again  traversed  the  chapel,  and  at  last 
resolved  to  follow,  if  possible,  the  road 
taken  by  these  unaccountable  persons  in 
their  exit,  as  soon  as  it  was  day ;  and 
then  either  give  myself  up  to  their 
mercy,  or  otherwise,  as  occasion  might 
offer. 

In  the  mean  time  something  tempt- 
ed me  to  endeavour  and  push  back 
the  spring  of  the  little  door,  as  the 
priest  had  done;  and  this  I  effected  ea- 
sily :  it  opened  on  much  such  another 
hall  as  I  had  found  before;  but  instead 
of  terminating  in  the  same  manner, 
great  was  my  amazement  on  beholding. 
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ihrougli  a  large  glazed  door,  many  such 
figures  as  had  already  passed  hefore  my 
eyes,  seated  at  a  table  on  which  stood 
dishes  of  meat  and  flasks  of  wine;  and 
over  their  heads  a  lustre,  which  threw  a 
brilliant  glare  of  light  on  the  company, 
composed  entirely  of  men,  and  they 
chiefly  to  appearance  military  and  a 
few  ecclesiastics. 

Festivity  expands  the  human  heart ; 
and  the  scene  inclined  me  strongly  to 
make  use  of  the  opportunity,  and  pre- 
sent myself  to  them.  I  stole  nearer,  and 
observed  them  more  accurately.  Their 
arms  of  every  kind  were  suspended 
against  the  walls  of  their  refectory;  not 
only  cheerfulness,  but  mirth  prevailed  ; 
and  the  dark  hall  in  which  I  was  stand- 
ing echoed  their  laughter. 

1  counted  not  less  than  thirty  indivi- 
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duals  s  and  was  rather  encouraged  than 
dismayed  by  their  numbers,  as  their  own 
strength  would  banish  fear  from  their 
minds  i  and  amongst  so  many,  my 
chance  of  meeting  with  some  generous 
natures  to  interfere  in  my  favour  was 
the  greater. 

Yet,  fear  delayed  my  steps :  and  the 
strangest  and  most  childish  fancies  be- 
wildered me.  Superstition  has  a  thou- 
sand charms  for  the  human  being  of 
sensibility  and  imagination;  almost  all, 
whether  enlightened  or  barbarous,  have 
at  one  period  or  other  of  their  lives  im- 
bibed its  notions;  and  in  the  strongest 
characters,  its  allurements  continue 
though  its  terrors  have  ceased  to  ope- 
rate. 

This  was  strictly  the  case  with  me : 
I  credited  not  the  existence  of  the  spec- 
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tre,  and  the  witcheries  of  the  sorcerer 
made  me  smile ;  but  I  have  ever  been 
fascinated,  and  I  hope  ever  shall,  with 
the  creations  of  fancy,  and  delighted  to 
stray  over  the  regions  of  romance :  nor 
have  I  ever  beheld  the  august  remains 
of  Gothic  magnificence,  or  stood  upon 
the  ocean's  wide  and  lonely  shore,  with- 
out feeling  a  sort  of  wish  for  supernatu- 
ral visitations,  and  regretting  the  re- 
straints imposed  by  philosophy  on  our 
pleasures. 

So  powerfully  was  I  now  affected  by 
what  I  looked  at,  that  I  doubt  whether 
I  should  have  been  very  much  surprised 
had  the  vision  suddenly  vanished  from 
my  sight.  But  the  gentry  within  were 
palpably  corporeal,  and  things  of  this 
nether  world;  and  indeed  they  ate  and 
drank  as  if  they  were  trying  to  make 
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the  most  of  their  time  in  this  their  earth- 
ly  condition, 

Just  as  I  touched  the  transparent 
barrier  which  divided  me  from  them,  an 
action  of  theirs  caused  me  a  momentary 
alarm,  and  obliged  me  to  pause.  They 
filled  their  glasses,  and  rising  with  one 
accord  from  their  seats,  drank,  in  the 
English  fashion,  the  health  of  the  king; 
then  sitting  down,  they  sung  a  loyal  an- 
them with  great  fervour  and  devotion ; 
and  I  chose  the  moment  of  its  conclu- 
sion for  my  attempt,  which  I  com- 
menced by  knocking  gently  against  a 
pane  of  glass  with  the  guard  of  my 
sword.  The  effect  of  this  noise  on  them 
was  a  minute  of  solemn  silence,  during 
which  they  all  looked  towards  the  place 
where  I  stood,  and  then  on  one  another. 

"What  was  that.^"  exclaimed  one 
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nearest  to  me,  and  rising  as  he  spoke : 
I  trembled  a  little,  but  knocked  again ; 
and  this  decided  him ;  he  seized  a  pistol 
v/hich  hung  behind  him,  and  coming 
calmly  up^  to  the  glass,  asked  who  was 
there.  I  replied,  **  Un  iiialheiireux  ~  di. 
wretch,  v/ho  throws  himself  on  your  cle- 
mency."  At  this  response  a  loud  laugh 
ran  through  the  assembly,  and  the  of- 
ficer who  had  questioned  me  drew  up 
a  bolt,  partly  opened  one  side  of  the 
door,  and  desired  me  to  advance  ;  which 
I  accordingly  did.  He  shut  it  to  again, 
and  ordered  me  to  come  to  the  table, 
and  tell,  if  I  could,  who  I  was  and  what 
had  brought  me  there. 

I  answered  him,  that  I  was  a  repub- 
lican soldier,  without  being  a  French- 
man, and  had  been  compelled  to  take 
up  arms  because  I  was  six  feet  highj 
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that  being  knocked  down  by  a  shot  at 
the  battle  on  the  plains  of  La  Chaise, 
the  patriot  army  was  so  ill-bred  as  to 
go  away  without  waiting  until  I  got  up 
again  ;  and  that,  endeavouring  to  follow 
them,  in  the  dark  I  had  the  happiness 
of  falling  from  the  top  of  a  mountain, 
and  thereby  of  finally  getting  into  the 
adjoining  hall,  from  which  his  goodness 
had  allowed  me  to  come  and  pay  my  re- 
spects to  that  honourable  assembly, 

I  know  not  whetlier  my  odd  expres- 
sions, or  my  foreign  pronunciation,  was 
the  subject  of  their  amusement;  but  I 
augured  well  of  my  reception  from  the 
fits  of  laughter  that  followed  this  speech, 
and  which  I  thought  would  never  end. 

My  exterior,  it  must  be  observed, 
was  not  very  prepossessing :  I  had  bound 
my  neck-cloth  round  my  wounded  head; 
k2 


196 

my  blue  regimental  coat  was  with  dirt 
and  gunpowder  almost  converted  into  a 
black  one;  and  my  wllite  linen  panta- 
loons were  speckled  with  blood :  add  to 
this  a  ghastly  pale  face,  and  a  long  and 
shining  sword  in  my  hand. 

Recollecting  the  military  etiquette  3 
I  turned  to  the  gentleman  who  had 
first  addressed  me,  and  begged  permis- 
sion to  yield  my  weapon  to  him,— a' 
mark  of  respect  which  I  could  perceire 
gave  him  and  the  rest  a  favourable  im- 
pression of  me.  He  politely  restored  it 
to  me,  and  requested  a  repetition  of 
what  I  had  already  told  them,  ^^  Truth," 
says  the  Talmud,  "  staadeth  upon  two 
legs,  and  a  lie  upon  one."  My  story, 
which  went  upon  three,  must  of  course 
have  got  on  pretty  well :  the  acclama- 
tions were  renewed  when  I  had  finished ; 
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and  the  olVicer  asked  of  whiXt  country  I 
was  a  native.  "  I  said,  of  England ;  and 
the  word  had  scarcely  passed  my  lips, 
when  it  was  graciously  repeated  by 
every  one  within  hearing,  and  particu- 
larly by  some  person,  whom  I  could  not 
clearly  distinguish,  but  who  presently 
made  his  way  up  to  me,  and  with  the 
voice  of  agitation  and  doubt  asked  me 
if  I  knew  him  not;  and  I  then  remem- 
bered the  countenance,  not  only  of  the 
priest  I  had  seen  ofiiciate  in  the  chapel, 
but  where  I  had  known  it  before ;  for  it 
was  no  other  than  that  of  my  fellow-pri- 
soner in  the  church  at  Paris,  the  venera- 
ble Marboeuf;  who  having  shed  tears 
for  my  death  on  seeing  me  conducted 
to  execution,  would  hardly  for  some 
minutes  be  persuaded  that  I  was  the 
person  who  had  shared  his  bed  of  straw 
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in  captivity !  At  length  he  became  as- 
sured, embraced  me  alFectionatelv*  and 
told  th©  apecdota  aloud, 

This  was  such  a  testimony  of  my  ve- 
racity as  at  once  put  an  end  to  their 
suspicions,  if  any  they  entertained,  and 
established  my  claim  to  their  protection 
and  hospitality.  I  was  invited  to  sit, 
and  share  their  supper,  and  their  wine, 
which  was  excellent^  and  in  return  for 
their  kindness,  thinking  myself  obliged 
to  throw  aside  all  reserve,  and  making 
apologies  for  my  imperfect  delivery,  re- 
quested they  would  listen  to  a  candid 
account  of  myself. 

The  proposal  was  accepted  with  ea- 
gerness; my  story  gained  universal  at- 
tention ;  and  if  violent  laughing  at  parts 
of  it  be  a  sign  of  approbation,  I  had  no 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied. 
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serving, that,  on  their  discovering  me  to 
be  above  the  rank  of  a  plebeian,  their 
prejudices  as  men  of  noble  extraction, 
which   doiibtlewss   nicst   of  them   were, 
acted  on  their  feelings  to  my  advantage. 
I  was  caressed  by  every  one  as  a  perse- 
cuted gentleman,  and  •the  subject  of  a 
nation  friendly  to  their  cause;  and  re- 
ceived the  most  solemn  and  liberal  as- 
surances of  support  and  encouragement 
from  all  descriptions  of  associated  roy- 
alists, while  they  retained  the  power  of 
protecting  others,  and  kept  possession 
of  the  district  in  which  they  had  agreed 
to  make  their  last  stand  for  the  house  of 
Bourbon.     And  this  they  said  they  had 
every  reason  to  hope  would  be  a  pros- 
perous   attempt ;    especially   from    the 
event  of  the  recent  engagement,  which, 
K  4 
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by  the  declarations  of  all,  was  in  the 
highest  degree  fortunate  for  them  and 
fatal  to  their  opponents. 

From  Pere  Raymond^  as  they  called 
MarbcEuf,  next  to  whom  I  was  seated,  I 
learned  that  the  day  of  my  intended  exe- 
cution had  been  that  of  his  freedom  ^ 
the  moderate  party  having  thrown  open 
the  prison  doors;  but  as  they  could  not 
afford  him,  being  a  refractory  priest, 
any  other  assistance,  he  had  undergone 
various  persecutions,  and  at  last  effected 
his  escape,  with  some  of  the  royalists, 
into  La  Vendee,  which  had  of  late  been 
the  asylum  of  all  belonging  to  that  party 
who  could  contrive  to  get  there. 

He  also  informed  me,  that,  as  mas- 
ters of  the  sea-coast  in  their  neighbour- 
hood, they  had  occasional  communica- 
tions with  their  friends  in  England,  and 
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were  in  daily  expectation  of  a  supply  of 
men  and  arms  from  thence. 

I  then  questioned  him  as  to  the  ge- 
neral mode  of  life  of  himself  and  his  asso- 
ciates; and  found  that  it  was  in  most  re- 
spects far  from  being  uncomfortable  3 
that  they  were  surrounded  by  towns 
and  villages  in  their  interest;  that  the 
climate  was  delightful,  the  soil  abun- 
dantly productive,  and  the  peasantry  a 
race  of  ignorant,  but  courteous,  inno- 
cent, and  religious  poor  people.  For 
himself,  he  said  he  experienced  much  re- 
spect and  kindness  from  the  military^ 
who  had  sheltered  him  and  several  of 
his  order,  and  given  them  apartments 
in  the  Castle  of  Beauvoir,  the  name  of 
the  place  we  were  in,  and  which  was 
of  such  vast  dimensions  as,  if  reqaisite, 
K  o 
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to  contain  a  garrison  of  many  hundred 
soldiers. 

"  To-night/*   he   continued,   "   you 
shall  share   my  room;    and  to-morrow 
we  can   go  together  over  as   much    of 
the  chateau  as  remains  in  repair,  and  I 
doubt  not  find  you  a  commodious  dor- 
mitory.    As  to  your  victuals,  be  vinder 
no  concern  on   that  head ;  we  are  fur- 
nished with  more  than  we  can  use  bv 
the  generosity  of  the  inhabitants ;  who, 
knowing  that  their    best  hopes   of  en- 
joying liberty  of  worship,  and  of  being 
rescued    from  the    dominion   of   those 
who  have  usurped  the  government,  de- 
pend  upon    the  success    of    our   arms, 
think  they  cannot  do  too  much  to  pro- 
mote the  great  object.'* 

I  here  filled  my  glass,  and  signified 
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my  wish,  according  to  the  fashion  of  my 
country,  of  drinking  to  their  prosperity ; 
thanking  them  all  at  the  same  time  for 
their  civility  to  me,  and  declaring  that 
I  had  now  nothing  to  regret,  except 
my  inability  to  make  them  any  return, 
unless  by  employing  my  sword  in  their 
service,  which  I  requested  them  to  con- 
sider in  future  as  at  their  command. 

This  speech  was  received  with  gene- 
ral applause;  and  a  tall  cavalier,  who 
seemed  the  chief  military  man  amongst 
them,  and  presided  in  a  large  old  oak 
chair  at  the  head  of  the  table,  having 
conferred  with  some  others  near  him, 
said  to  me ;  "  We  have  a  plan,  Mr. 
Englishman,  for  making  vou  very  ser- 
viceable, which  shall  be  coaiinuaicated. 
to  you  to-morrow.  You  sliali  be  per.- 
fectly  free  to  make  any  objections  yoH: 
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please  to  our  scheme,  and,  if  you  think 
proper,  to  refuse  joining  us  in  it,  with- 
out any  offence  to  us.  In  the  mean 
time,  let  us  break  up  and  go  to  rest; 
but  first,  this  gentleman,"  pointing  to  a 
young  man  at  the  table,  *'  will  examine 
your  hurt,  and  you  cannot  be  in  better 
hands." 

With  him  accordingly,  and  le  Fere 
Raymond^  I  retired;  the  others  rising 
when  we  did;  and  the  younger  ones^ 
agreeably  to  military  rules,  when  ser- 
vants are  not  to  be  had,  securing  the 
wine,  and  extinguishing  such  of  the 
lights  as  we  did  not  carry  with  us  ; 
though  almost  every  man,  as  we  fded 
off,  held  a  taper  in  one  hand  and  a  wea- 
pon in  the  other:  and  in  this  order  of 
procession,  taking  our  course  through  a 
door-way  which  I  had  not  before  ob- 


'205 

served,  we  came  into  a  square  court 
with  a  corridor  on  every  side,  and  be» 
iieath  this,  several  entrances  into  diffe- 
rent chambers.  The  place,  though  more 
extensive,  reminded  me  of  the  ancient 
part  of  Magdalen  College  at  Oxford, 
where  the  cloisters  form  the  most  truly 
collegiate  scene  to  be  found  in  that 
beautiful  university. 

Here  we  separated  -,  my  friends  and 
I  ascending  by  stone  steps  a  narrow  and 
vrinding  passage,  and  arriving  at  last  at 
M.  Marbosufs  cell;  where  the  surgeon 
took  ofr  the  bandage  from  my  head, 
and  on  inspecting  the  wound,  assured 
me  it  was  trivial,  washed  it  with  wine, 
and,  binding  it  up  scientifically,  left  me 
to  the  care  of  my  old  acquaintance ; 
who  dividing  his  bed-clothes  with  me 
now,  as  he  had  once  done  his  allowance 
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of  straw,  made  a  very  tolerable  bed  for 
me  upon  the  oaken  floor  of  his  apart- 
ment, on  which  I  thankfully  lay  down> 
and  slept  soundly  till  morning. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

Inivhich  may  be  seen  all  that  is  cojitained 
in  if. 

When  1  awoke,  my  silver-headed  com- 
rade was  a  subject  for  a  painter.  He 
was  on  his  knees,  in  a  long  black  robe, 
at  an  open  casement ;  and  with  extend- 
ed hands,  and  his  eyes  fixed  on  the 
dawning  clouds  of  an  autumn  day, 
breathing  low  the  gratitude  of  a  harm- 
less and  well-regulated  heart  to  the  Pa- 
rent of  Good:  while  the  refreshiner 
br'eeze,  passing  through  festoons  of  na- 
tural flowers  that  overhung  the  window^ 
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wafted  with  it  the  odour   of  the  wall- 
flower and  the  honej-suckle. 

On  looking  out,  I  saw  that  it  was  not 
without    reason  praises    had  been    be- 
stowed, by  many  with  v/hom  I  had  con- 
versed, on  the   picturesque  beauties  of 
this  part  of  France:  nor  could  the  richest 
fancy  conceive  in^agery  to  equal,  much 
less  to  exceed,  the  fair  scene  that  was 
now  spread  before  me :  verdant  valleys, 
laced  as  it  were  with  silver  streams ;  the 
gilded  spires  of  distant  towns;  the  blue 
smoke  of  the  village  or   lowly  cottage, 
ascending  undisturbed,  like  accepted  in- 
cense, to  Heaven ;  a  wide-extended  fo- 
rest,   tinted   with  the   thousand  colours 
in  which  this  charming  season  of  the 
year  dresses  the  woods  so  beautifully; 
the  remote  expanse  of  ocean;  and  the 
canopy  of  purple  and  gold  above,  com- 
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posed  altogether  a  show  surpassing  any 
thing  1  had  ever  beheld. 

Id  a  short  time  we  were  gummonecl 
by  beat  of  drum,  to  breakfast,  in  the 
hall  where  I  had  met  the  assembly  the 
preceding  night,  and  where  I  now  had 
a  more  perfect  view  of  the  company  to 
whom  I  had  in  some  measure  sworn  al- 
legiance. 

They  were  most  of  them  young  men^ 
formerly  possessed  of  titles  of  nobility 
and  plentiful  estates  j  but  who  had  now 
no  other  rank  or  property  than  what 
their  swords  might  win  them.  Fugi- 
tives, and  proscribed  even  in  the  bosom 
of  their  native  land,  they  were  leagued 
together  by  a  similarity  of  fortunes  and 
political  attachments;  and  had  vowed 
to  restore  the  throne  to   its  lustre  and 
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the  altar  to  its  sanctity,  or  perish  under 
the  ruins  of  both. 

The  iwmy  of  which  they  mada  a 
part,  consisted  of  many  thousands  of 
the  peasantry,  ofRcered  by  such  as  they 
had  chosen  from  the  most  experienced 
of  those  gentlemen  who  had  put  them- 
selves forward  in  this  bold  enterprise ; 
and  countenanced,  at  the  same  time,  by 
having  in  their  ranks,  and  serving  as 
private  soldiers,  multitudes  of  the 
younger  sons  and  relatives  of  their  ex- 
patriated lords. 

In  such  a  force,  and  so  organised, 
enthusiasm  and  valour;  ignorance,  and 
a  laudable  pride;  discipline,  and  a 
spirit  of  disorder,  were  necessarily  com- 
bined; and  the  result  was,  that  in  battle 
they   were    sometimes   victorious,    but 
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more  frequently  overthrown  :  and  what 
was  most  to  be  lamented,  in  success,  as 
well  as  in  defeat,  the  blood  of  their 
most  resolute  and  ablest  leaders  was 
shed  in  the  greatest  abundance;  so  that 
paying  thus  dearly  even  for  the  advan- 
tages they  gained,  they  were  gradually 
exhausted ;  and  finally  compelled  into 
submission. 

This  observation,  however,  is  derived 
from  a  knowledge  of  what  occurred  long 
after  the  time  of  my  acquaintance  with 
the  gallant  insurgents  of  La  Vendue  j 
for  during  my  connexion  with  them 
they  were  invigorated  by  hope,  and  tri- 
umphed in  prosperity;  and  were  ac- 
customed to  assert,  what  many  are  in- 
clined to  •believe,  that  had  they  then 
been  heartily  supported  by  any  of  the 
European  states  at  war  with  the  repub-. 
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licj  the  event  of  their  efforts  would  have 
been  very  different  from  what  it  ulti- 
mately proved. 

At  the  period  I  am  speaking  of,  their 
courage  had  been  raised  to  the  highest 
pitch  by  promises  of  aid  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, whose  influence,  as  a  naval  and 
military  power,  they  expected  would 
have  turned  the  balance  in  their  favour ; 
and  to  their  joy  on  receiving  this  as- 
surance was  added  the  triumph  of  a  de- 
cisive victory  obtained  by  their  arms  in 
the  engagement  already  mentioned. 

On  this  occasion  they  confessed  to 
me  that  they  had  suffered  severely  ;  and 
the  principal  person,  who  addressed  me 
before,  now  said  to  me,  the  rest  sur- 
rounding him  as  he  spoke  ;  "  Amidst 
our  losses,  you  will  be  surprised,  sir,  to 
hear,  that  he  whom  v,  e  most  regret,  and 
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-who  fell  by  a  mere  accident,  was  nei- 
aii  officer^  a  gentleman  of  rank,  or  one 
on  whom  we  could  at  all  rely,  either  for 
enterprise  or  counsel;  and  it  is  precisely 
on  this  point  we  wish  to  consult  you, 
and  hope  for  your  concurrence  in  what 
I  am  desired  to  propose.  You  must  un- 
derstand, that  a  belief  has  existed  for 
some  months,  and  has  been  most  salu- 
tary in  its  consequences  to  us,  of  a 
prince  of  the  royal  blood  of  France  be- 
ing in  arms,  and  actually  amongst  us. 
On  discovering  that  this  error  prevailed 
universally,  we  came  to  a  determination 
of  cherishing  it  by  every  possible  me- 
thod ;  and  this  we  effected  by  the  stra- 
tagem of  procuring  a  stranger  from  a 
distant  quarter,  and  totally  unknown 
here,  to  personate  the  royal  hero  :  we 
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appointed  the  Castle  of  Beauvoir  for 
his  residence ;  perniitted  him  as  seldom 
as  we  could  to  be  seen  by  the  soldiers  or 
common  people,  and  but  occasionallj 
allowed  him  to  follow  his  inclination  in 
attending  us  to  the  field ,  and  then  took 
care  to  make  him  ride  swiftly  along 
from  rank  to  rank,  encircled  by  a  body 
of  olficers  as  his  guards  :  so  that  it  may 
be  said  he  was,  though  shown  to  the 
people,  never  absolutely  seen  by  any  of 
them. 

*'  He  was  always,  when  in  public, 
dressed  remarkably,  and  well  mounted; 
and  the  moment  his  troop,  carrying  the 
embroidered  banner,  appeared,  loyal 
airs  were  played  by  the  regimental  mu- 
sic; and  the  shouts  of  the  soldiers,  and 
of  the  rustic  inhabitants  of  these  vales, 


-evinced  his  popularity,  and  gave  our 
cause  an  importance  it  otherwise  must 
have  vi^anted. 

"  Yesterday,  in  the  confusion  of  the 
oharge,  in  which  you  were  wounded,  a 
shot  unaccountably  reached  him,  though 
at  a  great  distance  from  the  spot  where 
the  action  was  warmest,  and  he  died  in 
his  saddle  i  but  we  carried  him  off,  un- 
observed by  all  except  those  immediate- 
ly about  him  3  and  last  night,  as  you  wit- 
nessed, buried  him  in  the  chapel  of  the 
neighbouring  abbey.  Is  it,  generous  fo- 
reigner, too  much  to  ask  you  to  support 
the  laudable  deceit  wehave  hitherto  prac-  / 
tised  ?  In  size  and  complexion  you  re- 
semble him  we  have  lost;  v/e  shall  take 
better  care  of  you  than  to  expose  you  to 
danger;  and  indeed,  this  campaign  but 
once  over  as  happily  as  it  has  begun,  our 
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liazurds  and  fatigues  will  be  at  an  end^ 
and  a  cincture  of  laurel  be  ready  for  your 
brow."  Then,  smiling  archly,  he  remind- 
ed me  of  my  former  princely  title,  and 
sudden  degradation^  which  renewed  the 
laugh  before  raised  by  the  relation  of 
that  adventm6  -,  and  caused  me,  though 
my  resolution  was  already  taken,  to  af- 
fect a  solemn  air  in  giving  my  consent. 
But   my  gravity    entirely   forsook    me 
when  I  perceived  the  delight  which  my 
acquiescence  gave  them,  and  their  rap- 
tures on  my  requesting  to  be  immedi- 
ately arrayed   in   the  garments  of  my 
predecessor  ;  a  suit  of  which  was  forth- 
with produced,  and  put  on  me. 

It  consisted  of  a  coat  and  waistcoat 
made  of  green  satin,  embroidered  with 
gold;  plenty  of  which  also  embellished 
my  pantaloons   of  rose-coloured   silk; 
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and  my  hussar  boots  were  bound  and 
tasseled  with  the  same  glittering  sub- 
stance. Across  my  shoulders  was  laid 
a  richly. ornamented  scarf;  my  hat  was 
turned  up  in  front,  and  graced  with  a 
plume  of  white  feathers  -,  and  a  sheath 
being  found  for  my  sword,  which  was  in 
itself  of  the  finest  temper,  and  the  hilt  of 
solid  plate,  it  was  formally  girded  on, 
after  being  blessed  by  the  general,  as  he 
was  styled, — father  Marboeuf  refusing  to 
sanction  the  mockery  -,  and  thus  accou- 
tred, I  strutted  before  them  all,  like  ano- 
ther Perkin  Warbeck;  not  without  a 
sense  of  satisfaction,  though  I  was  at 
least  as  much  astonished  as  pleased  at 
the  oiitr^  figure  I  made,  and  the  singular 
coincidences  by  which  I  had  attained  to 
the  dignity  conferred  on  me. 

This  much,  however,  I  will  say,  for 
VOL,  II.  L 
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my  share  in  the  usurpation :  I  had  laid 
no  plots  to  ensure  its  success;  my  con- 
science made  me  no  reproaches;  my 
grandeur  v/as  as  likely  to  last  as  that  of 
many  potentates  then  in  Christendom ; 
a,nd  had  I  been  bona  jide  a  prince,  I 
could  not  have  been  less  an  object  of 
envy. 

If  I  did  not  supply  my  companions 
M^ith  a  subject  for  their  jealousy,  I  did  • 
for  their  merriment.  They  had  been,  I 
understood,  quite  in  despair  at  the  fall 
of  him  who  had  so  opportunely  made 
room  for  me;  and  their  hilarity  on  be- 
ing thus  unexpectedly  provided  with  a 
substitute,  was  in  proportion  extrava- 
gant. That  is  to  say,  it  appeared  so  to 
me  ;  because,  although  somewhat  accus- 
tomed to  the  gaiety  of  the  national  cha- 
racter, I  did  not  know  it  thoroughly: 


when  longer  resident  amongst  them,  1 
should  have  been  as  much  amazed  at 
their  being  either  sober  or  serious  for 
five  minutes,  on  any  account  v^hatever. 
Their  volatility  was  incredible :  they 
made  songs,  puns,  and  epigrams  on 
their  own  calamities ;  went  out  to  skir- 
mishes day  after  day  with  detached  par- 
ties of  the  enemy,  with  as  great  cheer- 
fulness and  disorder  as  I  have  seen  so 
many  fox-hunters  set  forth  in  England 
to  pursue  their  pleasure:  and  in  the 
evening,  while  they  sighed  over  the 
names  of  such  of  their  number  as  were 
left  behind,  never  more  to  return,  they 
called  them  brave  unlucky  devils,  and 
told  some  ludicrous  anecdote  of  each. 
And  I  have  seen  them  in  the  agonies  of 
amputation,  and  more  frequently  in  the 
moment  of  death,  exhibit  all  the  polite- 
l2 
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ness  of  the  courtier,  accompanied  by. 
hardihood,  and  a  disdain  of  complaint 
that  would  have  done  honour  to  a  Gre- 
cian sage  or  an  American  warrior. 

Count  de  B ,  the   general  who 

commanded  our  garrison  at  the  Castle, 
was  the  least  loquacious  and  most 
solid  character  amongst  them  j  and  a 
man  for  whom  1  entertained  a  very  sin- 
cere esteem.  Indeed,  this  sentiment  for 
him  was  universal :  it  was  impossible 
not  to  admire  him,  even  in  his  failings  5 
which,  as  it  sometimes,  though  rarely, 
happens,  he  had  the  art  of  giving  such  a 
turn  to,  as  made  them  seem  but  foibles 
that  he  affected  in  order  to  come  down 
to  the  level  of  others,  and  save  their 
pride  from  mortification.  His  person 
was  handsome  ;  his  manners  very  insinu- 
ating ;  and  his  courage  so  established. 
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that  as  there  was  no  danger  of  which  he 
was  ^fraid,  so  there  was  hardly  any  to 
which  he  could  not  have  led  the  gentle- 
men and  soldiers  under  him :  they  called 
him  in  fondness  their  Bayard^  and  swore 
that  he  deserved  the  eulogiuni  pro- 
nounced upon  that  valiant  knight,  of 
being  sans  peur  et  sans  reproche ;  and 
that  could  four  such  generals  be  founds 
they  would  rule  the  world  ! 

He  treated  every  duty,  however  ar- 
duous, as  a  trifle  to  be  executed  with- 
out trouble :  when  exposed  to  the  ene- 
my *s  fire,  he  was  observed  to  be  as  cool 
as  if  seated  in  a  drawjng-room;  and  if. 
it  fell  to  his  lot  to  cover  a  retreat,  he 
invariably  took  such  measures  as  check- 
ed the  pursuit  and  saved  bis  people. 
A  few  such  men  as  De  B.  to  lead  the 
royalist  troops,  if  properly  assisted, 
L3 


would  at  least  have  ensured  them  ho- 
nourable  terms  from  their  conquerors. 

Upon  my  interrogating  him  as  to 
the  chance  of  our  secret  respecting 
myself  being  discovered,  from  the 
numbers  already  acquainted  with  it^, 
he  replied,  that  they  were  too  much  in- 
terested to  disclose  the  fact,  where  it 
could  do  harm  to  have  it  known;  and 
that  even  if  they  should,  the  peasantry 
would  not  believe  anything  so  contrary 
to  their  own  wishes;  but  would  be  con- 
firmed in  supposing  me  a  person  of  dis- 
tinction,, when  they  saw  me  invested  in 
gorgeous  apparel,  and  treated  with  suit- 
able attention. 

I  next  ventured  to  stipulate  for  per- 
mission to  wear  a  plain  dress  as  often  as 
possible ;  and  to  be  indulged  with  the 
freedom  of  taking  exercise,  when  I  could 
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do  it  with  propriety.  At  this  he  and 
his  suite  laughed  furiously :  "  I  sym- 
pathize," said  he,  "  too  much  with 
you,  in  the  misery  of  being  always  a 
great  man,  not  to  release  you  whenever 
we  can  spare  you.'^ 

I  was  then  shown  what  was  to  be  my 
future  apartment,  and  where  there  was 
every  necessary  article  of  furniture.  It 
was  lighted  by  a  window  large  enough 
for  the  east-end  of  a  cathedral;  and  a 
part  of  my  princely  devoirs  was  to  con- 
sist in  now  and  then  standing,  full 
dressed,  at  this,  and  allowing  my  au- 
gust person  to  be  seen  at  a  distance  by 
such  as  pleased  to  gratify  their  curio- 
sity with  a  peep  at  my  royal  highness ; 
and  to  salute  them  with  condescension, 
when  the  multitude,  as  they  frequently 
did,  paid  me  the  compliment  of  their 
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mount  my  steed,  and,  attended  by  se- 
veral field-officers,  who  rode  on  all  sides 
of  me,  to  gallop  for  four  or  five  miles 
in  diff'erent  directions  through  the  dis- 
trict ;  and,  when  it  could  be  done  with 
safety,  alight,  enter  the  mansion  of  some 
farmer,  and  accept  a  draught  of  wine, 
or  other  refreshment;  preserving  con-* 
stantly,  however,  a  solemn  and  haughty 
carriage,  and  speaking  but  seldom,  for 
fear  of  not  being  thought  a  great  man. 
And  during  these  excursions,  on  many 
of  which  I  went,  I  succeeded  miracu- 
lously, and  was  followed  with  praises 
and  blessings ;  nor  was  there,  I  believe, 
a  doubt  entertained  of  my  legitimacy. 
My  vicious  language,  when  I  conde- 
scended to  speak  a  sentence,  passed  for 
refined     pronunciation ;    my    stiffness^ 
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for  the  loftiness  inherent  in  high-born 
souls;  and  my  features  proclaimed  no- 
thing but  magnanimity,  wit,  and  kingly 
dignity:  such  is  the  ttmgic  influence  of 
rank  on  ordinary  beings ! 

For  several  weeks  I  was  exhibited 
every  third  or  fourth  day  in  the  above- 
mentioned  manner;  and  proved,  I  be- 
lieve, in  some  degree  as  useiful  an  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  I 
was  subordinate,  as  princes  generally 
do. 

I  served  to  keep  their  friends  toge- 
ther, if  not  to  attract  others  to  our 
standard;  and  when  not  employed  in 
my  painful  business  of  personating  great- 
ness, I  took  frequent  opportunities  of 
putting  on  an  English  sailor's  dress, 
which  I  obtained  from  our  stores;  and 
in  these  habiliments  strayed,  both   bj 
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night  and  day,  into  the  neighbouring 
town  of  Challans,  and  amongst  the  ham- 
lets on  the  sea^coastj  passing  with  the 
inhabitants,  for  what  in  reality  I  was,  an 
Englishman  escaped  from  a  republican 
prison,  and,  which  was  not  less  true, 
watching  for  means  of  returning  safely 
to  my  own  country. 

I  was  consequently  well  known   in 
these  places,  and  treated  with  kindness* 
and  familiarity. 

They  denominated  me  Jacque,  which 
they  thought  a  good  English  appella- 
tion; and  freely  spoke  their  sentiments 
in  my  hearing,  concealing  neither  their 
hopes  nor  fears;  by  which  I  acquired 
intelligence  for  my  friends  at  the  Castle, 
and  frequently  excited  their  risibility 
by  making  my  reports  at  our  nightly 
meetihgs,  when  tliey  were  excessively 
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amused  by  my  dexterous  performance 
of  three  distinct  parts  on  the  same  day. 

As  winter  approached,  we  were  in 
hopes  of  not  only  continuing  safe  from 
any  attacks,  but  even  of  gathering  such 
strength  as  would  render  us  more  formi- 
dable than  ever  against  the  spring  cam- 
paign; and  in  fact,  though  not  free  from 
temporary  alarms,  we  did  remain  almost 
unmolested,  until  the  latter  end  of  No- 
vember; and  then  whatever  vexation 
we  suffered  arose  rather  from  the  in- 
clemency of  the  season  than  the  enemy. 

To  the  inconveniencies  produced  by 
tempestuous  weather  was  added  a  consi- 
derable share  of  disappointment  in  not 
receiving  our  expected  succours  from 
England;  as  from  her  we  counted  upon 
a  supply  of  grain,  arms,  and  ammuni- 
tion j  all  of  .which  we  greatly  wanted. 
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A  regular  guard  had  been  for  a 
long  time  stationed  in  a  very  high 
watch-tower  close  to  the  sea,  the  waves 
of  which  beat  against  its  base ;  and  or- 
ders had  been  given  to  communicate 
the  news  to  the  garrison  as  soon  as  ever 
any  sail  should  be  observed  steering  to- 
wards the  main  land,  or  the  adjacent 
islands.  One  officer  or  another  usually 
had  the  command  of  this  party  of  ob- 
servation ;  and,  by  my  own  request,  I 
was  sometimes  his  companion  in  the 
tower,  at  the  top  of  which  there  was  a 
small  apartment  where  we  kept  lights 
burning  at  night,  and  watched  by 
turns. 
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